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Screening Test for CSS 


A win-win situation for all 


its met қ ; 
ts meetrg а 27th, the federal cabinet has made an important decision regarding Central Superior Server (te Paine 
meeting, chaired by P test before the writen examination. The Establishment Division had submitted a proposal а, ter, Fawad 
Chaudhary sired by Prime Minister imran кпап, п wis regard. As per the delli shared by the Federal Information МИ, "UR 
udhary, the passing marks for this test have been set at 33 - apparently to address the concerns of aspirants belonging 
рен and regions otherthan Punjab, н 
Serve Conta the government intends to make the CSS exam more effective and, at the same time, enable the Feng 
то (FPSC) to select hihly-molivated and truly deserving candidates for he writen part of the exam. : 
T зев behind his decision, nhs post meeting press briefing, he honourable Informaton Minister saidthat owing Paid ү 
growing number of aspirants, "i takes FPSC around 18 months to process а CSS exam [and declare its final гези!) He explained that itis jut 
because many "non-serious candidates take this exam опу to аш! that they once took the CSS exam - tis is, indeed, а thing и recs 
mtem pointing out from he pages of Jahangis World Times, Nevertheless, tis welcome decision and would certainly ihten the workload 
of PSC. 
Itmustbe noted here that this decision is not something out of the blue as the debate on introducing a screening test has Deen going on for quite 
| some time пон. After years of vacillating between conducting and not conducting such a test, serious efforts in this direction nate 
Minister Imran Khan, soon after assuming power, embarked on a journey to radically reform the civil service of Pakistan as he wanted this to à truly 
| service delivery-oriented body. He formed a special task force оп civil service reforms. Headed bv Dr Ishrat Husain, a former Governor of the State 
|. Bank of Pakistan and a bureaucrat, this body worked relentlessly and proposed, inter alla, that a screening test be conducted for determining 





| problem-solving and analytical abilities of those who aspire to join the civil services. On its part, РЗС. also, owing to a tremendous increase in the 
|. number of candidates for this prestigious exam, proposed a screening test for CSS 2020 exam. It proposed that the test may be conducted in 
January/February 2020 and the main examination 2-3 months later. 
But, the federal, cabinet thought otherwise and turned down this proposal fearing that candidates belonging to the underdeveloped areas would be 
outof the competition if the test was introduced, The cabinet members further argued that making screening test mandatory justa few weeks before 
the CSS 2020 exam would be unfairto the candidates. The matter was, hence deferred fora year. 
Мон, the cabinet has approved the proposal in days almost similar to those п 2020, making the CSS 2022 aspirants tery just like the cabinet 
members who showed concern on limited time available to aspirants. The FPSC has also Kept them on their toes аз по official information about the 
| modalities ofthe test has been made available yet. Itis, then, understandable why the decision has flustered the aspirants In order to clear the air, 
| he FPSC has to announce at the earliest as to whether this fest will be conducted before CSS 2022 written exam or wil the decision be applicable 
fromnextyear, i.e. 2023. 
On the other hand, as we have discussed at length this issue from JWT pages, it seems opportune to alleviate fears of prospective aspirants and 
remind them that itwill not be a hard nut to crack, if prepared for prudently and wisely. 
Firstofall itwould, in essence, be an elimination test whereby those who just appear in CSS exam to chance their arm, willbe sifted out 
Second, screening tests before competitive examinations are widely practiced а! over the world. For example, for the Indian Civil Service, this is 
called Prelims and comprises two papers of 200 marks each which require а candidate to score at least 33% to qualify for the Mains [or in our 
context, written] exam. 
Third, since most CSS aspirants also take exams for provincial management services (PMS) of their respective provinces, they would be aware 
that such a testis being already conducted by public service commissions of Sindh, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while in Punjab, PMS 
exam contains a General Knowledge paper carrying 100 marks which is similar to that a screening test. In addition, thousands of aspirants every 
year take One-paper (MCQs) exams, again similarto a screening test. So, itwilnotbe something new to most aspirants. 
Fourth, itis to be noted here that a significant part of CSS written exam papers – 220 marks out of total 1200 — consists of the objective part, i.e. 
MCQs. Itis a common observation that those who secure top position in the final meritlist secure 75-80 percent marks in the objective part. So, they 
are already in the process of preparing for a screening test. 
Fifth, in their interviews published in JWT regularly ~ hundreds of them have been published to date – most successful candidates opine that new 
aspirants should pay special attention to scoring maximum marks in MCQs part as it would enhance their overall score in the written part, and will 
ultimately ead to them in their dream groups/service. 
So, they need not fear the screening test; just take itas another stage added to the original scheme of CSS exam. Since the MCQ-based test is a 
different ballgame altogether, it would help candidates polish their critical thinking skills by studying all topics at length instead of 


reproducing the crammed material on the answer sheet. It will, in turn, will enhance y=our chances to clear the written exam 


with excellentscore. 
Another benefit that thé FPSC will get is the improved percentage of successful candidates that will further improve its 


image that seems somewhat tarnished due to unfair criticism itis often subjected to. Overall itcan be a win- обліт Міне 
Win situation forall. Fi Facebook.com/AdeclNiaz]WT 
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Rethinking Criminal 
Justice in Pakistan 


pervasive nature in the context of Pakistan, the 
criminal justice must twine itself around the 
doctrine of national security 
— by Kamran Adil 





Honor Killing 


‘This is, perhaps, one of those heinous offences. 
in which the persons who should, otherwise, 
have been the complainants in the very case, 
turn to be the killers of their family member 

а by Muhammad Asim Jasra. 
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Pakistan's Demographic 
Challenge 
In order to fully capitalize on the opportunity. 
presented by the youth bulge, there are certain 


prerequisites that need to be fulfilled 
.. by Amanat Ali Chaudhry 
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Given the primacy of national security and its all- 
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odium uttering third-party written words of 
ide and prejudice in their own agenda 





You watched the leaders speaking from the UNGA р; 


wisdom and forbearance with overweening pri 
by Dr Mahboob A. Khawaja 
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Has Asian Century Begun? 
Тһе emerging Asian economies will 
divert the flow of the global economy 
from West to East, making the 21st 
century an Asian century, 

„ by Shafqat Javed 


15 
| SCO Summit 


The participants mainly focussed their 
| discussions on managing the situation arising 
| from the exit of the US and its allied forces 
from Afghanistan and to galvanise regional 

support for war-ravaged Afghanistan 
„~ by Or M. Usmani 
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M. Arsalan Gul Faisal Imran 
(FSP) 3rd in Punjab, 
21st in Pakistan, PMS 2020-21 
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Afghanistan апа 
Regional Connectivity 
ice the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, after 
spanning, around two decades, the 
in this war-ravaged country has 
changed rapidly 
by M. Usman Butt 
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Judiciary and Economic 
Development 


Well-functioning judicial systems play a crucial 
role in determining economic performance, 
notably by guaranteeing the security of property 
rights and the enforcement of contracts 

„ by Zafrullah Saroya 
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Language Death | Mang ves 


Languages change because humans are able to | 
| 





adapt to their changing social circumstances, 
New words are introduced and new 
expressions replace the older ones [ 92 76 | Ministerial Duties 


Laiba Muhammad Aamir 
78 | Plato's Communism 
83 | Climate Change and Global Droughts 
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Ecological Threat Report 2021 | 


Regions menaced by conflict and ecological 
damage — such as natural disasters, resource 
scarcity and temperature anomalies — fall into а 
sort of feedback loop, where each issue 
reinforces the other 

by Usman Ahmad 
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feedback and suggestions, | 
е write to us at: 


editorjwtmagG gmail.com 





COP26 in Glasgow 


he UN's climate change conference COP26 should address the four 
overarching issues related to cutting down emissions, financially 
Supporting developing countries in moving towards sustainable 
development, cutting down the use of fossil fuels and regulating carbon markets. 
Even though there are expectations that the conference will result in 
groundbreaking commitments, omens suggest that the outcome might be 
underwhelming, It is especially šo because the countries are to cut global 


emissions to half by 2030 and to a complete zero by 2050. But, so far, (13 states | 


out of the total signatories of the landmark Paris Agreement are on target. The 
biggest problem remains one of collaboration. If history is any guide, it will be too 
much to hope for the 191 signatories}to even be able to uphold previously agreed 


upon targets, letalone try and aspire to hitloftier ones. 
Muaz Jafri 


Jamshoro 


Pak-US Relations 

uring the recent days, there has been much Шан on а bill moved in 

US Senate, which, if approved, will pave the Way for sanctions on Taliban 

and their supporters. Among offier things, the bill, titled “Afghanistan 
пет Oversight, and Accountability Act ої 2021,” seeks "ап 
а ment of supr ‘state and non-state actors, including the Government of 
Pakistan" for the Taliban since 2001. The language of the bill, however, suggests 
that the scope of sanctions will be restricted to individuals, and not a state. The 
likely penalties against targeted individuals involve assets freeze (blocking their 
property within the US) and travel ban (making them ineligible to enter the US). 
Nonetheless, considering the uptick in anti-Pakistan commentary in Western 
media post-Kabul fall, this development isn't encouraging. It may spell the start of 
mutual recriminations that would end up harming Pakistan's interests more than 
‘America's. I's not ideal to have US-Pak relations head in such а direction. The two 
countries have limited but shared counter-lerrorism and humanitarian objectives 
inAfghanistan. Itis hoped that the two countries will move forward towards forging 
amutual agreement on the way forward. Itis time fora re-set. 








Hafsa Batool 
Turbat 


A Fantastic Win 
Ре: has routed India in their first match in the World T20 Championship 2021. 





"he way Pakistani players, especialy Babar Azam, Muhammad Rizwan and 
Shaheen Shah АЧ performed, reminded us of our old ly. The win was also 
istan has never beaten India in the ICC T20 World Cup before. twas 
encouraging to see our players genuinely ooking like а force to reckon with — the one Ike 
when greats like Saeed Anwar, Inzamam ul Hag, Muhammad ой Waseem Akram and 
Wagar Younis used to be part of the team. Our team has been notorious of being bad 
chasers but under the captaincy of Babar Azam, whose presence himself has given 
strength to the batting line-up, this tag is also fast shedding. We now have a better 

‘ombination of both batters and bowlers who can secure wins against top-ranking teams. А. 

irong team securing wins will also help. fully bring the international cricket back to the 

akistani grounds, Chairman PCB Ramiz Raja had very righty had pointed out that once 


become a world-class team, people wil startlining upto play against us. 
Abdullah bin Aziz 


Zafarwal 


special because Paki 


LETTER 


to the 


EDITOR 





Syed Ali Geelani 


yed Ali Geelani was not only’ the name 
cf a person but he was the symbol of 


the 41 milion mistreated people who 
struggled for almost 75 years. He led а nation 
which could sacrifice its life. He made great 
efforts for achieving freedom, protecting 
religion, security and the progress of spiritual 
and cultural identity. He struggled for 75 years 
against a brutal force; a force. which has made 
the people of Kashmir its: slave with the help of 
4 million troops and political conspiracies. 





Tndia misled the international community and 
broke its agreements only to keep. its illegal 
occupation of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Kashmiris have been deprived of their right of 
self-determination and freedom due to this 
occupation. The Indian army attacks their life, 
property, honour, values and cultural and 
ideological identification. In short, everything 
is being damaged. The violation of human 
fights and the destruction of crops and 
villages have become their daily routine. The 
kiling of the Muslim Kashmiris can be 
explained only by the word, genocide. 
Geelani sahib presented the case of this 
Kashmir with strong arguments and 
technique. He considered the political and 
religious aspects of the issue as two sides of 
the same coin. They couldn't be separated 
from each other. He faced many difficulties - 
house arrest, imprisonment and enmity 
during his long political struggle. He always 
stated his point of view patiently and 
resolutely with the grace of Allah Almighty. He 
invited the people to the right path in 
unfavourable circumstances. He remained 
firm and determined to his cause. He is a role 
model for the new generation. The study of 
his services and life is the best source to 
introduce the new generation with the 
objectives, mission, planning and the nature 
ofthe Kashmir movement. 
Syed Atta-ul-Haq 
Rawalpindi 
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e tagant! Hunger Is Dangerously Off Track. 
ased on current GHI projections, the world as a whole - and. 


47 countries in particular - will fail to achieve a low level об 
hunger Бу 2030. Conflict, climate change and the Covid-19 
pandemic - three of the most powerful and toxic forces 
driving hunger - threaten to wipe out any progress that has 
been made against hunger in recent years. Violent conflict, 
which is deeply intertwined with hunger, shows no signs of 
abating. The consequences of climate change are becoming 
ever more apparent and costly, but the world has developed 
по fully effective mechanism to mitigate, much less reverse, 
it And the Covid-19 pandemic, which has spiked in different 


‘Parts of the world throughout 2020 and 2021, has shown. just 
how vulnerable we are to global contagion and the associated 


health and economic consequences. 
Gi@hat Progress is Slowing, and Hunger Remains 








‘Stubberaly Highin Some! 

Evidence shows current setbacks against 
hunger and suggests trouble ahead. Although 
GHI scores show that global hunger has been 
on the decline since 2000, progress is slowing. 
While the GHI score for the world fell 4.7 
points, (from 25.1 to 20.4, between 2006 and 
‚2012, has fallen just 2.5 points since 2012. 
After decades of decline, the global prevalence 
of undernourishment — one of the four 
indicators used to calculate GHI scores — is 
increasing. This shift may be a harbinger of 
reversals in other measures of hunger. In both 
Africa South of the Sahara and South Asia, 
hunger is considered serious. Africa South of the Sahara has 
the highest rates of undernourishment, child stunting and 
child mortality of any region of the world. South Asia's high 
hunger level is driven largely by child undernutrition, 
particularly as measured by child wasting. In the regions of 
Europe and Central Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
East and Southeast Asia, and West Asia and North Africa, 


'els are low or moderate. 
hungerlevels E a al 


According to the 2021 GHI, one country, Somalia, suffers 
irom an extremely alarming level of hunger. Hunger is at 
alarming levels in 5 countries — Central African Republic, 
Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Madagascar and 
Yemen — and is provisionally categorized as alarming in 4 
additional countries — Burundi, Comoros, South Sudan and 
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The 2021 Global Hunger 
Index (GH) points to a dire 
hunger situation in a world 
coping with mulliple crises. 

Progress toward Zero 
Hunger by 2030, already far 
1oo slow, is showing signs of 

stagnating or even being 


reversed. 
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$уйа, Hunger has been identified as serious in 31 countries 
ae үш дт, categorized ag serious in б айол 
countries. Since 2012, hunger has increased їп 10 count 
with moderate, serious or alarming hunger levels, їп some 
cases reflecting a stagnation of progress and in E- 
signalling an intensification of an already precarious 
situation. Fourteen countries have achieved significant 
improvements in hunger, with a reduction of 25 percent or 
more be еш 2012 and 2021 СНІ scores. However, wide 
Variations in children's nutritional status, even within 
countries' borders, are pervasive and can be obscured by 
national averages. 


Violent Conflict Drives Hunger к 
"The two-way links between hunger and conflict ате well 


| established. Violent conflict is destructive to virtually every 


aspect of a food system; from production, harvesting, 
processing and transport to input supply, financing, 
marketing and consumption. At the same 
time, heightened food insecurity сап 
contribute to violent conflict. Without 
resolving food insecurity, it is difficult to build. 
sustainable peace, and without peace, n 


likelihood of ending global bung EET 
Breaking the Links 


Itis possible to begin to break the destructive 
links between conflict and hunger and to build 
resilience, even amid conflict and extreme 
vulnerability. Working together, actors such as 
states, community groups, local and international 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and United Nations 
agencies can create conditions for food security and 
sustainable peace. Effectively integrating a peace-building 
lens into the creation of resilient food systems and a food 





| security lens into peace büilding will require that external 


actors have a well-grounded knowledge of the context and 
act with sensitivity to the realities of ongoing conflicts. It is 
important to strengthen locally-led action and reflect local 
concerns and aspirations while working through 
partnerships that bring together diverse actors and theit 
respective knowledge. Funding should be flexible, long term, 
and adaptable to fluid fragile and conflict-affected contexts 
Finally, it is crucial to address conflict on a political level and 
prosecute those who use starvation as a weapon of war. М] 
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Ballistic Missile Trajectory 






‘Subsonic 


GLIDE MISSILE VS ECE 
CRUISE MISSILE — — RECENT 
persone misses cation wo 
variants; hypersonic cruise missiles 

and hypersonic glide vehicles. 






| 

Hypersonic |) 

Hypersonic G 8 
Glide Vehicle 

Te warheads aro attached 
йанда уте 
сло irget 
банти, 


A non-ballistic variant 

that reaches ts targot 

with tho help of a high- 
‘speed jot engine. 





MISSILE VS MISSILE 
How fast can cruise 
missiles fly? 


‘SPEED OF SOUND [МА 


* China 


| + China tested a 
hypersonic mi 


ДЕТІ 
hypersonic ‘missile 
Hwasong-8 It is а short-range 
missile and was fred into the sea 
in September 2021. 


Hypersonic missiles ara. 
much faster and more agile than 
formal ones. 

They fly at lower altitudes and can 
achieve more than five times the 
speed of sound. 

 Ahypersonic missile is 
manoeuvrable, making It harder. 
for missile defence systems (which 
are designed to target the fired 
parabolic trajectory of a ballistic, 

на to place tercept them and to 


‘against 













Supersonic Hypersonic ` 
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"scourge of wars," global peace, 
human security and a sustainable 
future for all on this planet. Not so, 
you watched the leaders speaking 
from the UN General Assembly 
podium uttering third-party 
written words of wisdom and 
forbearance with overweening 
pride and prejudice in their own 
agenda. More often when they claim. 
honour and achievements, they dip 


into crass materialism, ignorance, 
violations of basic human rights, disregard 


INTERNATION, 


Leaders speak words written by specialists any, to a critical perceptive eye, leans tow’ 
but seeno irony in their own actions 

The United Nations was evolved to act as a 
tangible force for change and future- 
making to ensure the systematic 
safeguard of humanity from the 









“and if 
we do act, in 
however smalla way, we don't 
have to wait for some grand utopian 
future. The future is an: infinite 
succession of presents, and to live now. 
as we think human beings should live, 
in defiance of all that is bad around us, 

isitselfamarvelous victory.” 
— Howard Zinn (Late American 
historian and distinguished scholar 
ofpeace, justice and 
humanity) 


of the humanity, 
claims sound irrational an 
unbridled egoism and political power to deny 


reason ап 
needed change and a peaceful future. 





Mahboob Khawaja, Php 
ard degeneration 


and leadership claims and counter~ 


d deceptive in pursuit of 
d logic for transformation of much- 


We the People of the globe must 
realize the truth and urgency аса 
time of challenging transformation 
and our sensual abilities for 
survival under circumstances of 
extreme geo-political problems — 
continuous wars, Covid-19 
pandemic, climate change and 
violations of human rights, as well 
as dangers of insane cruelty in 
policies and practices to endanger 


our own future on this planet. The 
global institutions do not operate on human 





morality and intellect. The disclosure of 'Pandora 
Papers' reflects that reality. 

The current global systems of political governance and 
leaderehim are qverwhelminaly elite-oriented, and ай 
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of peace and security of mankind, inherent 
economic greed and perpetuated violence against the 
vulnerable and innocent inhabitants of this Earth. 

Our contemporary acclaimed political morality, if there is 
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global institutions are operated by pre~, 
jeaders Who are disconnected to any relati 
people, by the people and for the peop! 
rational sense, We the People of the Plane 
lifeless digits, numbers and Seamless leg; 
used when needed at the ballot box, and nothing else. 
What has changed from the authoritarianism of Hitler, 
Mussolini and the European-engineered two world wars 
killing millions and millions for their own ideas and ideas 
of political governance? One wonders if the advanced and 
secretive space weapons will be the “weapons of mass 
destruction” in a next overdue war or would it take the 
much-possessed nuclear arsenals to extinguish life from 
this planet? It appears contentious to predict 
science- and technology-based criteria to 
illustrate a logical definition of the 
endgame between the conventional age 
of life and the beginning of an unknown 
new age of something beyond human 
imagination and history. 

Contemporary global affairs under 
rational lens and beyond 

Looking at the contemporary world of 
acclaimed democracies, peace and 
national security of the states, almost 
everywhere frustration, cynicism and 
political endemic persist. Political reasoning, 
enforced by unilateral elite judgements, views 
humanity just in a passing phrase for noble ideals of 
democracy and systems of governance devoid of legiti- 
nacy and public interest. Global leaders speak loud as 
actors at the UN General Assembly but lack knowledge 
and wisdom to understand the pains and anguish of the 
\iclimized humanity. George Floyd continues to echo his 
Voice across the US mainstream political activism: 

"can't breathe ... I can't breathe." у, 

George Floyd is not dead; he is living in the living соп- 
science and soul of the masses all over the world. You 
Snow that Black Lives Matter is not a political slogan but а 
reality and demand of human conscience. Imagine how 10 
million people of Kashmir must be breathing under 
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locked-up, forcible occupation by Indian occupying 
forces. You won't hear their desperate voices because of 
continuous lockdowns under the guise of democracy, 
security and bogus ‘terrorism’. Pakistanis watch them as 
spectators without any moral leadership. Syria, Yemen 
and Iraq are bombed and masses are crushed every day — 
what happened to the UN peace and conflict management 
responsibility? The new Arab pharaohs kept in bondage 
by the America-Europe alliances offer no hope of freedom 
and peace to the masses. Palestinians are flogged mentally 
and physically by Israeli security strategies to disrupt 
their freedom and national identity. They are without any 
proactive or intelligent leadership to escape out of the box 
of inhumanity. Almost one million Rohingya 
refugees ask patiently why they were evicted 
forcibly from their homes in Myanmar. Do 
the world leaders care about the real 
human sufferings? 
Itis awful and a tragedy of conscience to 
be speaking of politics when mankind 
urgently needs an effective cure for the 
Covid-19 pandemic. We are One 
Humanity; natural disasters and 
fatalities know not any borders, flags 
and nationalities but surge like wildfires 
as being witnessed in the Covid-19 pandemic 
worldwide. Not so, America and the EU, still buried 
in the past, would not consider Russian Covid-19 
vaccine - already prepared and administered - or Chinese 
vaccine because they are manufactured by the politically 
opposing sides. Again political absolutism heightens 
animosity and hatred rather than human understanding 
and cooperation for a precious cause of saving the lives on 
Earth, To save life of one human being is to safeguard the 
whole of humanity. We are all born equal One Humanity - 
the Divine Message of Al-Qur'an clarifies the tru 
"Proclaim in the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who 
created, created man (human being) out of a (mere) clot of 
congealed blood. Proclaim, and thy Lord is Most Bountiful, 
He Who taught (the use of) the Pen. Taught man (human 
being) that which he knew not." 
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Leaders at the annual UNGA session compete for fame 
апа honour but share no creative or practical ideas and 
Workable ideals to protect the rights of humanity. Are we 
living and witnessing another world of ‘global redundancy 
and foolishness where survival of the fittest is granted 
but masses are denied the reasoned and legitimate 
Proposition of a sustainable future? Were these not the 
AUC factors leading to the two World Wars? 

е we witnessing a decadent culture of human 
morality and intelligence? 
We the People must be conscientious and attentive to a 
moral and intellectual compass of global political 
governance. We are moral human beings - a Creation of 
God created for a purpose in human life, enriched with 
intellect and wisdom much different than other animals 
moving on this earth. Our life, our rights, our dignity, our 
peace and Security, our planet and our future cannot be 
traded in at the UN forum. It is obvious that facts and 
truths vary in time and space, human destiny and 
casualty but human consciousness is waking up to the 
challenges of the 21" century, defining the world of 
destiny and pulsation and the world of global conflicts 
and tensions - the world as we see it linking us all into the 
nature of things of which we are an essential part; We the 
People at the heart of the God-given universe, must seek 
our unity in changing fortunes of time and space or we 
could be destroyed by our obsessed ignorance and 
arrogance governing the global politics and human 
affairs. Leaders failed to lead us to any viable destiny for 
future-making. We must use an inward moral, intellec- 
tual and spiritual eye as being the Chief Creation of God 
to articulate a new culture of human communication to 
resolve problems across all the people and lands and to 
accord equal rights, peace and security to all, not the few, 
arbitrarily conducting the UN's speaking forums. 
Recall that during the two World Wars across 
Europe, millions and millions of innocent 
civilians perished in aerial bombings, 





ТЕВМАТІОМА 





forcible displacements. Histo; 
ИЕ ead ar die 21"-century conscientious ay 
үн citizens must realize E (ша insanity 
tyranny of destruction, violations of human gus, е 
conflicts and religious pigotry. Moses, dn and Muham- 
d (PBUH) preached the unity of mankind, respect ang 
tol ity. None of the Messengers of God 


e in adversi a 
шее, intolerance and disrespect against the people. 
If we are witnessing it in the 21"-century liberal democ- 
racies and immature 


, intellectual and politic: 
dy of any superpower(s) or elsewhere. Violence 


killings and maltreatment of the citizens cannot þe 
transformed into virtue of democracy or clash o 
cism disguised іп am 
delia ава! agendas or so-called leaders. 
Late Professor Howard Zinn envisaged the future о 
mankindin the following words of wisdom: 
“To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic 
It is based on the fact that human history is a history по! 
only of cruelty, but also of compassion, sacrifice, courage 
and kindness. What we choose to emphasize іп this 
complex history will determine our lives. If we see only 
the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something. If we 
remember those times and places - and there are so mar; 
_ where people have behaved magnificently, this gives u 
the energy to act, and at least the possibility of sendin; 
this spinning top of a world ina different direction." В) 


y political ideals of th. 


Dr. Mahboob Khawaja specializes in internationa 
affairs-global security, peace and conflict-resolution 
with keen interest in Islamic-Western comparative 
cultures and civilizations. He is the author of several 
publications including the latest: One Humanity and the 
Remaking of Global Peace, Security and Conflic 
Resolution. Lambert Academic Publications, 
Germany 
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he 20th Heads of State s i 
Н 5 summit of Sh; і 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) took е 
оп 16- 
2021. During the тее! ee 


: ting, the participants 
mainly focussed their discussions on manag- 


ing the situation arising from the exit of the Us 

and its allied forces from Afghanistan and to 
galvanise regional support for war-ravaged Afghanistan 
to regain peace and economic and security stability under 
Afghan Taliban rule. The sideline meetings between the 
heads of states and their accompanying delegations also 
used the occasion to explore other avenues of bilateral 
and multilateral economic and security cooperation in 
accordance with the charter of SCO. 
in this first SCO heads of state summit after the Taliban 
takeover in Afghanistan, the leaders asked the Afghan 
Taliban to yield power to a ‘more inclusive government’ 
and, at the same time, reminded the West in general and 
the United States in particular, that it was their responsi- 
bility to help avert a humanitarian disaster in Afghanistan 
after ending their 20-year presence in the country. 
Leaders of important regional countries concurred 
with Pakistan that the war-ravaged country should 
not be abandoned after the Taliban takeover. 





The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit took 


Dr M. Usmani 


groups have close linguistic and ethnic ties to Tajikistan, 
Iran and Uzbekistan. 
Here's a look at what leaders of important regional 
countries said at the summit: 
1.Russia 
Speaking via video link at the summit, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said that although the Afghanistan 
government formed by the Taliban is not representative 
and inclusive, yet it is essential to work with it, as he 
stressed on the need to coordinate the stance of other 
countries on the issue of recognition. "This is an interim 
government, as the Taliban themselves say, and it cannot 
be really called representative or inclusive, he said, 
adding that there are no members of other ethnic groups 
init. "However, it appears that it is necessary to work with 
it too. As for recognition, I believe, and I agree with those 
who spoke about it, that we need to coordinate our stance 
on theissue," Putin said. 
Putin said, "Now our organisation is facing an acute task of 
pursuing a common, agreed 











place in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, on September 16 and 17. Consisting of 
China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, and, most recently, Iran, the SCO meeting primarily 




















This meeting spells hope for both Pakistan and 
Afghanistan because of Pakistan's proactive 
diplomacy, which has become the need of the 
hour in the wake of many uncanny happenings 
that have turned things topsy-turvy and destabi- 
lised the region vis-à-vis Afghan imbroglio. It also 
helped Pakistan to play a greater diplomatic role in 
galvanising regional support for helping war- 
ravaged Afghanistan regain peace, economic and 
security stability under Afghan Taliban rule. 

\ id what? 

At the summit, leaders spoke about the need to seek 
Taliban cooperation and ask for an inclusive govern- 
ment in the country. They were cautious about 
Afghanistan's new interim cabinet, formed almost 
exclusively of ethnic Pashtuns. The main base of 
Taliban support, Pashtuns comprise less 
than half of Afghanistan's population. 
Most of the other major ethnic 


discussed the evolving situation in Afghanistan and its ramifications 
for member states as well as the international community more 
broadly. The confirmation of Iran as a new, full member state also 
dominated headlines. The two-day summit came amid an evolving 
geopolitical landscape in South and Central Asia. Tensions 
simmer between rivals India and Pakistan as well as Washington 
and Beijing, something that continues to shape their respective 
stances towards South Asia's nuclear hegemons. In addition, the 
reduced role of the United States іп the region - exemplified by the 
US withdrawal from Afghanistan — also puts a spotlight on regional 
cooperation and convening bodies such as the SCO that will likely have 
a greater role moving forward in the affairs of member states. 
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1t No Longer Takes Two to. 
Tango: Afghanistan and the. 








sco | 
(A non-resident senior fellow at the Айал, | 
Dr Rabie Ake fen th Ase Conta} anig, | 





reaten SCO's collective vision of socio. | 
ee eh js an Afghanistan under Taba i, 
Inching towards an abyss. While the abyss will stare backatth 
тайап, Afghanistan's immediate and larger neighbourhood 
Wil ni be able іо escape the disastrous consequences f | 
regional peace and tilt once hat happens tis heartening | 
fo note that Prime Minister Imran Khan, in his address at thg | 
20th anniversary meeting ofthe SCO, informed member statas | 
about Pakistan's vision of peaceful coexistence by a 
bloc polics, however, itis not certain fall SCO countries sha 
Pakistan's vision of cooperation instead of confrontation | 
especialy wih respecttothe current Afghanistan crisis. 
The Dushanbe Deciaration, adopted at the SCO summi, 
included a section 3.1 on Afghanistan and regional security, 
Member states reaffirmed their support for "the emergence of | 
Afghanistan as an independent, neutral, united, democratic | 
and peaceful State, free of terrorism, war and drugs... (and) | 
that й is critical to have an inclusive Government in Afghani: | 
stan, with representatives from all ethnic, religious and political | 
groups of Afghan society.” While the other members played it | 
safe, Pakistan, China, Iran and Russia sought accountability | 
from Washington for gifting the region with a chaotic” 
‘Afghanistan post-US withdrawal and demanded US | 
engagement with the Taliban for the reconstruction of | 
Afghanistan. And, rightly so! Why should only the countries in 
Afghanistan's immediate neighbourhood share the burden of | 
ensuring that there is no economic collapse there? The United | 
‘States needs to be held accountable for $2 trillion dollars spent 
in Afghanistan with nothing to show for it after twenty years, 
Despite $87 billion spent on training the Afghan military and 
police force, 300,000-strong and armed with the world's best | 
military equipment, they could not survive direct contact with. 
60,000 Taliban fighters beyond eleven days and surrendered. 
The United States spent $24 billion on economic development. 
in Afghanistan but the economy inherited by the Taliban is in 
‘shambles, pushing the country into a disastrous humanitarian 
crisis 
Rebuilding Afghanistan, rehabilitating its economy and 
ensuring that the Taliban understand what ‘inclusive’ means 
according to Western ideals, is not the burden of SCO 
countries, especially Pakistan, China, Russia and Iran, to bear. 
If the Taliban are reaching out to the rest of the international 
community and trying to understand how to translate 
‘inclusiveness’ into a language they would understand before 
they adoptit, does the rest of the world have an inclusive plan to 
assimilate the Taliban not only regionally, but globally? Ittakes 
twototango. 
Afghanistan's reconstruction, development, governance and 
humanitarian relief is not a one-way street. The Taliban have 
nothing at stake. They can go back to their old ways. But can 
the world around them afford to regress to the abyss thatstared 
at us twenty years ago? Time is of the essence and it would 
take collective efforts involving multilateral stakeholders, 
especially those responsible for the chaos, to lead from the 
front. 
























ae Ta pount the serious risks associated with the 
drawal- wel p е ццаоп in Afghanistan after the hasty with- 
their NATO ilies на е even called ж escape - of the US forces and 
He stressed that the mec none e 
peers е main part of the "expenses related to Afghani- 
COENA ИШЕ ict Plats should be borne by the US and NATO 
oftheir prolonged есПу responsible for the grave consequences 
Hé calla on Wis presence the country.’ 
bat: whieh gton to unfreeze assets of the Afghan central 

ank, which have been blocked since the Taliban takeover, saying 
without access to the funds, Afghanistan's new rulers would be 
tempted to turn to the drugs and arms trade. 

le urged the Taliban to curb drug-trafficking and fight against 
extremist groups while highlighting that the SCO should “use its 
Potential” to “stimulate the new Afghan authorities” in fulfilling 
ре promises on normalising Ше and bringing security іп Afghani- 
2. China 
Saying that Afghanistan's history has ushered in a new page after the 
withdrawal of foreign troops, and that it still faces many difficult 
tasks and needs the support and help from the international 
community, especially regional countries, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping called for a stable government in Afghanistan. "SCO 
members should better use the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group 
and other platforms to promote the peaceful transition іп Afghani- 
stan, guide it to build an inclusive political structure, adopt prudent 
and moderate domestic and foreign policies, resolutely fight all 
forms of terrorism, live in amity with its neighbours and truly 
embark ona path of peace, stability and development,” Xinoted. 
President Xi further stated that SCO member states should have 
‘confidence in our system and refuse sanctimonious preaching from 
those who feel they have the right to lecture us’. He said, “We should 
maintain firm confidence in our systems, reject condescending 
lecturing, and firmly support countries in exploring development 
paths and governance models that are compatible with their 
national conditions,” and added that “We should support each other 
in steadily advancing important political agenda including domestic 
elections. We must never allow any éxternal interference in the 
domestic affairs of countries in our region under whatever pretext 
and we should keep the future of our countries’ development and 

ss fi ur own hands." 

рова Lad "certat countries" should assume their due 
responsibilities for Afghanistan's future development, having been 






























































www.jworldtimes.com November 2021 


16 


IN DUSI 
AFGHANI 


MEETING 





perc AND UZBE 
TER 40 YEARS OF CONF UIC 

AFTEUSIMITY WILL ENSURE PEACE AND A 

ABLE AFGHANISTAN, WHICH IS IN THE 

STADE NOT ONLY OF AFGHANISTAN бит 

IE REGION AS WELL, y) в 


PRIME nv 


IMRAN KHAI 


promised to provide more help to the war- 


and inclusive, and pursue moderate domestic 
and foreign policies. 

3. Pakistan 

In his address Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
Imran Khan, said that the Taliban must 
fulfil the promises they have made, and 
called on the international community to 
stand with the people of the war-torn 
country. He said that it was also important 

10 ensure respect for the rights of all 
Afghans while ensuring that it is never again 
asafe haven for terrorists. 

He said that Pakistan, which had suffered due 
to the spillover of conflict and instability in the 
neighbouring country, had an interest in a 
peaceful and stable Afghanistan. 

"We will continue to support a stable, sovereign 
ind prosperous Afghanistan," he said. 
Commenting on the situation in Afghanistan, 
PM Khan said that a "new reality" had been 
established after the Taliban takeover and 
withdrawal of foreign troops. 

That all this happened without bloodshed, 
vithout civil war, and without а mass exodus 
of refugees, should be a matter: ofrelief.” 

lt is now in the international commu- 
"it's collective interest to ensure that 
there is no renewed conflict in 
Mghanistan and the security 
situation is stabilised,” 
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"instigators" of the situation. He also urged “ 
parties” in Afghanistan to eradicate terrori: 
was necessary to "encourage Afghanistan д т m MERGE 
broad-based and inclusive political framework" B 
“resolutely fight all forms of terrorism" and live in peace 
with its neighbours. He was of the Opinion that 
Afghanistan should be guided to be more open 
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relevant 
sm and 


hesaid. 

The prime minister said that preventing a humanitarian 

crisis and an economic meltdown were "equally urgent 

priorities". 

"We must remember that the previous government 
depended 


and to 


Iran's 


Acceptance to the SCO 
The headline from the summit was the decision to admit Iran as a full permanent 
member. After decades serving as an observer, ran joins the SCO in йз broad agenda 
of regional security, economic and humanitarian cooperation. In Tehran, the move is 
largely touted as potential to join markets which represent 20% of world’s GDP. While 
Iran has hopes of strengthening economic cooperation within SCO, key members, such 
аз Russia and China, will not jeopardize trade with the United States, Europe and Arab 
states while it remains ап FATF-sanctioned state. Iran's acceptance was a decisive 
move for an organization known for its member states’ competing interests as well as 
disparate economies and governance structures. 
МІ parties expressed a commitment to combatting the "three forces" of terrorism, 
separatism and extremism, and the recent joint military exercises were part of SCO's 
ongoing counterterrorism drills and efforts to create more interoperability between its 
countries’ militaries. 
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) continues to gain ground. While primarily 
focused on infrastructure-building activities, the principles of BRI include “five links" 
policy coordination, infrastructure building, unimpeded trade, financial integration, 
‘and people-to-people exchanges. Taken together, the five links reflect Beijing's 
vision of a Sino-centric regional order. While itis impossible to anticipate how this 
unprecedented outflow of cash and diplomatic ambition will ultimately shape the 
region, it is worth noting that Beijing strengthened central party hold through 
infrastructure developmentin out-flung regions. 
The clock is running on a strong potential for a humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 
The Taliban have shown litle ability to govern a nation. Winter's confluence with the 
harsh curtailment of half the population's economic and educational activity has а 
dangerous trajectory. Meanwhile, most SCO members want tight borders to stave off 
the ‘three forces. China does not want Afghanistan to become a safe haven for 





Uyghurs. India has heightened its concerns about militants on its northwestern border. 
The great game continues. In the aftermath of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, 
Washington is focused 
in йв regional influence yet it must work with Moscow to chart how two major powers may 
cooperate na restive region known forits intractable conflicts. 


on aggressive counterterrorism in the region. Beijing is strengthened 


7 


ИЯ АШ 





CHANNEL 


heavily on foreign aid and its removal could lead to 
economic collapse,” he said, adding that now was the 
E to stand with the Afghans "firmly and unequivo- 
He commended the United Nations Secretary General and 
UN agencies for mobilising support for humanitarian 
assistance, and said that Pakistan was also playing its part 
imaiding evacuation efforts and providing support. 





most critical of all is the рш 
| But perhaps ^ c who have suffered RO üt 


20 years. In the war, d n 
which we heart 


i 
00 А а 
un nt 6000 security and police personn 
wi 8 


гі is been extreme. It now threat 
Те k Шы ар form with Afghan асс 
s by the US putting the country in danger, 
ds into poverty- The UN has decided (09 
іш staff back into Afghanistan to try and q 
with the humanitarian crisis developing there 
How they will do so is not yet clear. There íg д 
doubt that Afghan people deserve pee ee should be 
the outlook of all partners engage in б 5 піна 
question and seeking ап outcome from уыш appenis 
there now. Pakistan can be а key player i ы and азів 
distance from the US grows, the questionis мі at alliances , 
Pakistan will now strike and how much it can do to 
persuade the Taliban to ensure peace in Afghanistan ап 
bring in place a government that is recognised by the 





"Going forward, we believe positive engagement of the 
international community with Afghanistan is extremely 
important. “There is a rare opportunity to finally end the 
40 years of war in Afghanistan. This moment should not 
be squandered,” he said. 

He said that it would be unwise to spread negativity or 
indulge in propaganda at this critical juncture. "This will 
only serve to undermine the prospects for peace." 
Analysis 

At talks taking place around the world and in statements 
by world leaders, it has been made quite clear that 
Pakistan, Iran, Russia, China and other Central Asian 
nations will need to play a key role in determining the 
political future of Afghanistan. How they do this will 
depend a great deal on the attitude of the Taliban govern- 
ment and how it chooses to address matters. So far, its 
role has not been entirely encouraging, with secondary 
schools for girls being closed to them and women on the 
streets demanding rights from the Taliban regime. This is 
aconcern that has been heard around the world. 
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world so that the international aid required by the Afghan 
people and the recognition they also need in order to live 
normal lives can continue. B] 


The writer is a Lahore-based freelance columnist, 
having special interest in global affairs. 
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It his first address to the United Nations 

General Assembly, US President Joe Biden 

. declared a "new era" for US diplomacy and 
M repeatedly reassured US allies that his presi- 
dency would not echo the chaos of Trump's 

four years in office. Still, his speech comes after a series of 
international blunders that have undermined the US's 
credibility abroad. In September, for example, relations 
between the US and France soured over the formation of 
AUKUS pact that will let Australia build nuclear-powered 
submarines using technology provided by the 05. This 
deal came at the cost of Australia's $90bn submarine deal 
with France and led the latter to recall its diplomats from 
the former for the first time in American history. Plus, 
many of America’s NATO allies have also been frustrated 
by the Biden administration's handling of troop with- 
drawal from Afghanistan, So, there remains little doubt 
that some of Biden's foreign policy priorities bear a close 
resemblance to Trump's agenda. His "foreign policy for 
the middle class," which ties US diplomacy to peace, 
security and prosperity at home, has been described as а 
Gressed-up version of Trump's emphasis on putting US 
interests above its global commitments. Biden also 
followed through on Trump's deal to withdraw from 
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Afghanistan without consulting or coordinating with 
Washington's NATO allies—and has paid a political cost 
for the collapse of the Afghan government and chaotic 
evacuation that ensued. And on other issues—like 
Trump's controversial tariffs on European steel and 
aluminum imports, his approach to Cuba and his immi- 
gration and border policies—Biden has not demonstrated 
any urgency to make immediate changes. 

When President Donald Trump, in 2020, signed a trade 
deal with China after years of escalatory tariffs, then- 
presidential candidate Joe Biden blasted the agreement. 
“China is the big winner of Trump's ‘phase-one' trade deal 
with Beijing,” Biden said after the agreement was finalized. 
He wasn't alone, Many trade experts at the time believed 
the purchasing targets Beijing was required to meet were 
highly unrealistic. Sure enough, China's compliance has 
been less than ideal. According to the Peterson Institute 
for International Economics, China is roughly 70 percent 
of the way there with two months left to go. 

Yet despite Biden's past comments about the accord, not 
to mention the tariffs that set the stage for the deal, the 
White House isn't fully breaking with the pact. While US 
trade representative Katherine Tai remarked recently that 
some exceptions may apply for corporations suffering 
from supply chain issues, the tariffs on $350 billion worth 
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of Chinese goods will remain in effect for the foreseeable 
future. This is a far cry from the days of 2019, when Biden 
was faulting those very same tariffs for increasing costs to 
the American consumer. ; 

This isn't the first time President Biden has hewed closer 
to the previous administration than many would have 
anticipated. Indeed, on some issues of notable impor- 
tance, Biden's foreign policy looks a lot like Trump's 


foreign policy. 

Take Iran, for instance. During the campaign, Biden 
correctly eviscerated Trump's decision to withdraw the 
United States from the nuclear deal and reimpose 
comprehensive economic sanctions on the Iranian 
economy. He objected to the move because the maximum 
pressure strategy has proven about as smart as shooting 
one's foot with a shotgun. While the Iranians lost out on 
tens of billions of dollars in ой revenue and saw tradi- 
tional customers scurry away from their market, the 
pressure tactics simply made the Iran nuclear problem 


worse. 

Iran didn't bow down to US demands as the Mike Pompeos 
and John Boltons of the world had confidently assumed. 
They chose instead to install faster centrifuges, frustrate 
the monitoring powers of international nuclear inspec- 
tors, and increase their stockpile of enriched uranium by a 
factor of 10. Iranian foreign policy also became noticeably 
more aggressive, with cargo ships in the Persian Gulf 
damaged by mines, vessels captured by Iranian comman- 
dos, missiles fired at Saudi oil infrastructure, and Iran- 
backed Shia militias in Iraq taking aim at US soldiers with 
rockets and drones. 

Trump's maximum pressure strategy, however, is still їп 





The more things change in terms of control over Washington, the 
more they will stay the same in terms of US economic policy 
toward China. That was the unstated message ofa speech by US 
Trade Representative Katherine Tai in which she expressed a 
view of China's role in global commerce that was far better 
articulated, but no less jaundiced, than that of President Donald 
Trump. 
їп January 2020, just before the coronavirus pandemic jolted the 
US economy, Mr Trump had reached a kind of truce with China, 
agreeing to reduce some of the retaliatory tariffs he had earlier 
imposed on $360 billion in Chinese goods, in return for Beijing's 
promise to buy $200 billion in US products while adjusting its more 
blatant protectionist practices. Treating this deal as a point of 
continuity between the Trump and Biden administrations, Ms Tai 
took China to task for failing to keep its side of the bargain and 
offered no substantial letup in Mr Trump's tariffs. Instead, she 
portrayed the two countries as locked in a long-term struggle for 
global market share, which, 'due to Chinese bad faith’, requires 
the United States "to deploy all tools and explore the development 
ofnewones." 0 
Із hard to disagree with Ms Таї take, since China's behaviour 
аз thoroughly refuted the hopes, once widespread in both US 
»Vlitical parties, that trade would mutate China into a pillar об the 
les-based" global order. Not only is Chinese President x 
Jinping doubling down on a state-run economic model; he is also 
ullying neighbours, most recently through a swarm of military 
igħts into democratic Taiwan's air defense zone. Clearly, there 
an be no business as usual with Mr. X's China —also: engaged in 





How Biden can avoid Trump's mistakes with China 2% 


a cultural genocide of its Uyghur minority. 
Atthe same time, there are undeniable costs—to Americans —of 
the tariffs Mr Trump imposed and President Biden will keep. In 
July, Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen candidly acknowledged 
that tariffs "are taxes on consumers." The ultimate goal of US 
policy — however difficult to achieve — should be mutually 
beneficial trade liberalization over the long run, as opposed to Mr 
Trump's simplistic notion that the United States could somehow 
arm-twist its way to a trade surplus with China and everyone else. 
Ms Tai indicated that US importers will be able to apply for 
selective exemptions from the tariffs, but that empowers lawyers 
and bureaucrats, not consumers. 
The most powerful “too!” the United States might yet wield in 
negotiations with the world's second-largest economy could be a 
united front with other countries that share our concerns. To her 
credit, Ms Tai promised to “work closely with our allies and like- 
minded partners," and touted а new United States-European 
Union Trade and Technology Council, which is fine as far as it 
goes — the United States is still talking with Europe about ending 
MrTrump's tariffs on aluminum and steel. 
What could have created a truly impactful US-led counterweightto 
Beijing was the 12-nation Trans-Pacific Partnership that President 
Barack Obama negotiated toward the end of his presidency. Mr. 
Trump spurned it and Mr Biden, bowing to protectionist sentiment 
in his party, shows no signs of reviving it. The president should 
change that, or else he'll be retaining not only what his predeces- 
sor got right about China — but also his mistakes. 

Courtesy: Washington ie 
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effect, While the US is negotiating with 
Tehran in an attempt to orchestrate a 
mutual return to the nuclear deal (or at 
least was negotiating with Iran until 
Ebrahim Raisi was elected in June), not 
a single Trump-era sanction has been 
lifted. Transactions with the manufac- 
turing, banking, energy, mineral, 
automobile and construction sectors 
within Iran are still prohibited, and any 
country that seeks to dabble in these 
areas is liable to incur stiff penalties — 
including being locked out of the 
American financial system. 

Or consider Venezuela, another target 
of the Trump administration's maxi- 
mum pressure campaign. Between 2018 and 2020, 
President Trump imposed a series of ever- stronger 
economic restrictions on the Venezuelan economy for the 
purpose of pressuring strongman Nicolás Maduro to step 
aside. Those sanctions included everything from blocking 
Venezuelan government assets within American jurisdic- 
tion to penalizing any entity that shipped, purchased, 
imported or did business with the Venezuelan oil and gold 
industries. In 2019, Trump all but declared Maduro 
persona non grata, bestowing the role of Venezuela's 
legitimate representative onto Juan Guaidó, the head of 
the National Assembly. 

Like the maximum pressure campaign against Iran, 
though, the maximum pressure campaign against 
Venezuela was a huge, heaping pile of failure. Maduro is 
firmly entrenched in Caracas, while the Venezuelan 
opposition is divided and listless. Despite these 
failures, the Biden administration has chosen to 
implement precisely the same strategy. The only 
exception to the rule has been the White House's 
loosening of restrictions on cooking gas to Vene- 
zuela this past spring, a relatively modest conces- 
sion on behalf of a suffering Venezuelan population. 
Everything else, including the prohibition of 
gasoline imports into 
Venezuela, remains in 
effect. 

Ditto on Syria. In January 
2021, Biden inherited a 
Trump-era Syrian policy 
that can charitably be 
described as messy inertia. 
When Trump vacated the White 
House, approximately 1,000 
American troops were in Syria, where 
they were acting as security guards for 
Syria's small oil fields in the east. An expansive 
economic sanctions regime was in place against the 
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Syrian government, one so strong that it prevented 
countries in the region from participating in Syria's post- 
war reconstruction. 

Nearly 10 months into Biden's term, absolutely nothing 
has changed. Close to 1,000 US forces remain stationed in 
Eastern Syria, The stringent sanctions regime enacted 
under Trump is still being enforced. And the pie-in-the- 
sky, fairytale dreamworld objective guiding US policy — 
the establishment of a mutually agreed-upon interim 
authority on the road to free, open, and honest democratic 
elections — is as alive today as it was a year ago. 

American foreign policy in 2021, indubitably, looks quite 
similar to foreign policy in 2020. At best, the changes have 


been marginal. 
The writer is a member of staff. 
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The world's 
geopolitical, 

geostrategic and 

geoeconomic landscape is 

undergoing a tectonic shift. The tumultuous Trump 


era continues to create ripples in the global economy, trade, security and 
BOOKISH politics. One such region that has gained currency and captured, during the last few 
years, the imagination of security experts, academicians and policymakers is the Indo- 


Pacific. 
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Trump and Biden have made mentioning of Indo-Pacific 
region as a defining feature of their foreign policies. 
Although there is no consensus among regional countries 
on the geographical area of this region, China has never 
used the term Indo-Pacific’ in its official communica- 
tions. China considers this diplomatic jargon a loaded 
term, that's why President Xi Jinping has always 
expressed his repugnance towards its reference. China 
views it as an instrument of the foreign policy agenda of 
the United States and its regional allies to further their 
strategic ambition of containing China. India and Japan 
also have different geographical interpretations and 
consider Indo-Pacific encapsulating two continents - Asia 
and Africa - and a confluence of two oceans - Indian and 
Pacific. 

Indo-Pacific region enjoys an undisputedly central role in 
the international economy, politics, security and climate 
mitigation and adaptation. Going by 
what the United States considers 
Indo-Pacific, seven of the ten largest 
standing armies can be found here. 
One-third of global shipping lanes 
pass through the South China Sea. 
The 38 countries that are part of this 
region have 44% of the Earth's total 
surface area and are home to more 
than 64% of the world's population. 
Moreover, Indo-Pacific contributes 
more than 62% of the world's total 
СОР, and 50% of global trade 
traverses through the waters of this 
region. Militarily, this region has many flashpoints. 
Territorial and maritime disputes in the South and Fast 
China seas, Taiwan and North Korea can serve as a 
potential source of armed conflicts and can heighten US- 
China security competition and rivalry. Provided that the 
Indo-Pacific region has the world's most crucial sea lines 
of communications (SLCs, world's most populous 
countries that offer lucrative markets and the world's 
finest global commons in the form of the vast stretch of 
central Pacific Ocean, the Indo-Pacific is adjudged to be 
the cornerstone of global politics and economy. 

The critical significance of the Indo-Pacific region has 
made it a battlefield of geostrategic competition and the 
world's economic giants - China and the United States - 
are taking measures (and counter-measures) to carve 
their independent spheres of influence. The intensifica- 
tion of diplomatic, political and economic competition is 
fast taking the shape of a cold war, and a set of 
multilateral and bilateral actions in recent months has 
further set the ground that can potentially lead towards a 
full-blown-out cold war between China and the USA. The 
potential flashpoints have been discussed in the 


following paragraphs: 
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The rapid increase in the heavily publicized military drills 
simulating an invasion of Taiwan and surge in air 
incursion into Taiwan's Air Defense Identification Zone 
over the past few months on the part of China have causeq 
global concerns and raised alarm bells over its forcible 
reunification. Historically, Taiwan, an island separated 
from mainland China by a strait, has always been under 
the rule of various Chinese dynasties. Japan ruled this 
land briefly (1895-1945) and surrendered to the Republic 
of China after Second World War. The Republic of China 
was then under the nationalist Kuomintang party which 
later suffered defeat at the hands of communist troops 
led by Mao Zedong. Chiang Kai-shek and remnant 
leadership and troops of Kuomintang's government took 
refuge in Taiwan and laid the foundation of the Republic 
of Chinain 1949. 

From 1949 to 1971, the Republic of China (ROC) kept on 
representing both Taiwan and 
mainland China at international 
platforms including the UN Security 
Council. The international 
community switched diplomatic 
recognition to Beijing in 1971 and 
thus ROC was deprived of 
recognition. Since then, the number 
of countries that recognize Taiwan 
as a sovereign country has fallen to 
15. Beijing considers Taiwan its 
breakaway province that must be 
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retaken, even by force, if necessary. In early 19805, Beijing 
offered Taipei "One Country, Two Systems" governance 
which it rejected and instead reiterated to maintain a 
distinctively independent democratic political system. 


Their bilateral ties nosedived in 2016 when the 
Democratic Progressive Party of Taiwan won the election 
and pro-independence current president Tsai Ing-wen 
took over. She openly advocated for independence from 
China and her landslide re-election in 2020 further 
strained the bilateral ties. 

China takes any outreach to Taiwan as a violation of its 
territorial integrity and interference in its internal 
matters. The US has practiced somewhat caution vis-a-vis 
Taiwan, and avoided confrontation with China. Successive 
US administrations adhered to the One-China policy in 
acknowledgment of Beijing's stance and this policy has 
been the bedrock of US-China relations. But President 
‘Trump stretched it to the maximum limit and established 
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oser ties, albeit unotticial, with Taiwan. Не ramped 

ps 2 aes i ep. eS p sent senior officials to 
a American and Tatwanese ofc. ышы used 
meres ‘Trump repeatedly warned China that any move 
to Annex Taiwan would be of paramount concern to the 
vnited States, President Biden followed in his footsteps to 
pressure China over the issues of human rights, Hong 
T ns: trade disputes and Taiwan. In his first public 
comment on Taiwan, President Biden announced his 


President Xi Jinping, in his address to the event marking 
the 110th anniversary of the Revolution of 1911 that 
overthrew China's Qing Dynasty, maintained that the 
historical task of complete reunification must be fulfilled, 
and will definitely be fulfilled. He vowed to bring Taiwan 
under One Country, Two Systems on the pattern of Hong 
kong. Though President Biden pledged to honour US' 
long-held One-China policy, in his telephonic exchange 
with President Xi on October 5, 2021, to defuse tension 
between Beijing and Taipei, the US commitment to the 
defence of Taiwan would continue to be a lingering 
dispute between their two countries and would remain a 
flashpoint with potential to intensify their rivalry. 
south China Sea (SCS) is one of the biggest flashpoints in 
the Indo-Pacific region. This conflict involves China, 
several of its neighbours, and the United States. 
The SCS is a 3.5-million-km* patch of water that is 
strategically and economically one of the most important 
waterways in the world. As much as 40% of the world's 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) passes through this Sea and 
the volume of trade that sails through its waters is worth 
$3 trillion. Given these mind-boggling numbers, there is 
^^ wonder that China considers the SLCs in the SCS 
vxiremely important for its survival. 
On the southwest, the SCS narrows down to just а 3-km-. 
ide channel and forms the Strait of Malacca that is 
surrounded by the US allies; on the northeast, there is 
taiwan Strait which can be blocked easily by Taiwan with 
ons of US weapons it has. To protect the SLCs, China has 
uned building artificial islands and constructing 
млрозів, For instance, it has built a bunch of outposts in 
^racel Islands, reclaimed and added 15km* of land to 
Spratlys and constructed military bases there. In addition, 


www.jworidümes.com November 202 1 





China has transformed the Негу Cross Reef from а 
sandbank into a seaport with an airstrip. The ambitious 
and aggressive militarization of the SCS by China to 
Solidify its claim over all of the contested Sea has earned 
the ire of neighbouring countries, e.g. Vietnam, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Brunet and Taiwan. The Philippines took 
China to the International Court of Arbitration їп 2013 to 
challenge its Nine-Dash Line-based claim. China refused 
to take part in the proceedings. The ICA concluded 
unilaterally in 2016 and rejected China's historical title 
over the SCS, Since then, tensions have simmered, and 
sometimes boiled, over hundreds of tiny islands, coral 
reefs and shoals. 

The United States has also long locked its horns with 
China over this issue. In a press statement released by the 
US Department of State, the United States, while officially 
clarifying its position on maritime claims in the SCS, 
termed China's claim as completely unlawful. The US 
maintains that under the UN Convention of Law of Sea, ro 
which China is also a signatory, the SCS is international 
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waters and every country has the right of unhindered 
freedom of navigation. To assert this right, US air force 
often sends sorties over China-controlled islands and its 
warships sail near them. The United States also conducts 
joint military exercises with the Philippines navy. In July 
2020, Washington sent two aircraft carriers in this region 
inamove that earned a strong response from China which 
views the US' role as a troublemaker that aims at 
undermining regional peace and stability. The SCS dispute 
has remained unresolved and Washington, Beijing and 
other littoral countries would continue to fight over the 
right of innocent passage and rich resources that lay 
beneath. It makes the SCS the most volatile flashpoint that 
can aggravate ongoing US-China cold war-like 
competition. 

Alliance-building is another feature of the US-China cold 
war. Unfortunately, the US has embarked on a perilous 
journey of building alliances along ideological lines: 
democracies vs autocracies. This demarcation of world 
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politics along distinct ideological blocs does smack of the 
Cold War-era when the USSR and the United States carved 
out independent spheres of influence. Some of these 
alliances - dubbed as Coalitions of the Willing - have been 
discussed here to underscore their potential ramifica- 
tions on international peace and stability. 

AUKUS, a defence pact among Australia, the United 
Kingdom and the United States, is being considered one 
of the most significant security arrangements in the 
Indo-Pacific region since the Second World War. The pact 
unnerved China and created a dent in US-France ties, 
albeit shortly. 

Under the AUKUS, the US and the UK would enable 
Australia to build at least 8 nuclear-powered submarines, 
largely with the US technology. The parties would 
immediately start work on strengthening Canberra's 
long-range strike capabilities, sharing applied and cyber 
artificial intelligence, developing new quantum technolo- 
Bies, undersea technologies, and would seek integration 
of defence-related science, technology, industrial bases 
and supply chains. After the successful building of these 
submarines, Australia would become the seventh country 
having nuclear-powered submarines - after the US (68 
nuclear-powered submarines), Russia (29), China (12), the 
United Kingdom (11), France (8) and India (1). Іп terms of 
the size of the fleet, Australia would become the fifth 
largest country in the world. 

Given the destabilizing impact of the AUKUS deal, China 
has responded angrily. The spokesperson of China's 
foreign ministry maintained that [AUKUS] undermines 
regional peace and stability and intensifies the arms race. 
As per another statement from a Chinese official, the deal 
manifests. the cold-war mentality and ideological 
prejudices. North Korea and Malaysia have also criticized 
the pact, warning that it would lead to intensification of 
thearmsrace. 

Strategically, US commitment to transfer highly sensitive 
nuclear technology would entrench US' continued role in 
the Indo-Pacific and the apprehensions among US allies 
that growing military capabilities and diplomatic clout of 
China would squeeze out the United States would be 






ж 
SUBSCRIBE Wd 


BOOKISHBANDA 


YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL 


26 


INTERNATIONAL E 





neutralized, The Biden administration has made it 
abundantly clear that it would not let China have an 
uncontested Indo-Pacific region. This deal also heralds 
the shift in the decades-old policy of the US to 
concentrate on an ASEAN-centric security framework, 
The US now has broadened its focus and would approach 
other members of the region to effectively counter 
rapidly-growing Chinese clout in Indo-Pacific. AUKUS 
has made it vividly clear that the new theatre for great- 
power competition is Indo-Pacific. And, after a 
humiliating defeat in and disorderly withdrawal from, 
Afghanistan, the US is now determined to mobilize all its 
tools to challenge China's ascendance head-on. The 
Thucydides’ trap is all set to plunge the world into a 
pernicious cycle of the cold war. 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (a.ka. Quad) has 
transformed from an informal security arrangement into 
an institutionalized alliance that deals with a wide range 
of challenges. On September 24, President Joe Biden 
hosted the premiers of India, Australia and Japan in the 
Quad summit that has helped strengthen the alliance and 
is being dubbed as a Pacific version of NATO, albeit at a 
nascent stage. It is certainly a worrying trend that the US 
which has already bilateral security pacts with Japan and 
South Korea and maintains a robust strategic partnership 
with India, is expanding its military footprints in the 
Indo-Pacific region. After the ending of the US’ “forever” 
war in Afghanistan, the US President had announced 
ending the long-held policy of military adventurism 
under the guise of nation-building or democratization, 
but unfortunately, it appears the United States has 
decided to test the waters in East Asia and Pacific rim. 
That bodes ill for prospects of the successful overcom- 
ing of existential threats of the climate crisis and nuclear 
proliferation, and ultimate triumph of humanity over 
multi-faceted economic, political, humanitarian and 
social handicaps. В) 


The writer is a graduate of the University of Agricul- 


ture, Faisalabad. He writes on national and 
international affairs. 
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PWhile commenting on America's final act in 
WAfghanistan, Chairperson, of Senate of 
Pakistan's Foreign Affairs Committee, Senator 
MMushahid Hussain Syed said that America's 

Е departure from Afghanistan marks the decline 
1 5 role as the sole superpower. The haphazard 
We the US, he said, shows the decline of the West 
fie demise of Washington's influence, “I think 
lean century is now coming to an end; We are 
Beginning of the Asian century,” the senator 
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and whatever development the world witnessed in that century was largely due 
it century have passed, the signs are clear that this is Asia's century. 
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ек. US withdrawal from Afghanistan, its waning role in 
the Middle East, growing Russia-China alliance, China's 
increasing assertiveness in the South China Sea, show that 
‘what some called the “American century” is now turning 
into an "Asian century" à 
However, here arises the most pertinent question: “Has: 
the Asian century begun?" It'simply means that Asiam 
countries; will now be the leaders of the world; In the 
words of former Iranian president, Dr Hassan Rouhani, 
"Within just a few years, the heart of the global economy. | 
will begin to beatin Asia,” Я Ay 
‘The emerging Asian economies will divert the flow of the | 
global economy from West to East, making the 213г 
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_ other words, it can be said that 
the superpowers so far will 
| diminish and go into the 
~~ background and be replaced by 
“new powers. Changing the 
balance of power is not 
. surprising, nor is it going to 
happen for the first time in the 
world. 

The United States, practically, 
left the Middle East two years 
ago, when it stopped taking 
interest in the affairs of its 
allies. Now, it has bidden farewell to Central and West Asia 
as well. At the same time, China has emerged as a major 
and powerful economic powerhouse, and its rapid growth 
continues without facing any serious impediments. It is. 
imprinting its growth from Southeast Asia to Africa. 
Europe is shaken by the growing Chinese economic 
‘prowess; and, so is the United States as both of them are 
terming Chinaas their biggest challenge. 

So, it is vividly clear that it is the century of Asia, and above 
all, itis the century of China. At the moment, the eyes of the 
whole world are focused on China. The world is seeing 
China rapidly becoming a superpower. The debate in 
intellectual circles is no longer over whether China will 
become a superpower, but over how long China will 
become one. On the other hand, China, too, is committed to 
restoring its grandeur and becoming a superpower. This is 
being debated in Chinese intellectual circles themselves 
and there is a section which believes that China has already 
become a superpower. 

But it remains to be seen whether, 
despite these challenges, Asia's 
supremacy will emerge for the 
first time on the world horizon in 
the near future. Geographically, 
Asia extends from the Middle East 
to Japan, and from Bangladesh to 
Tokyo. The region has already 
overtaken the rest of the world in the 
race for development, while South- east Asia is 
at the forefront of global development with "Japan's 
Rise". Therefore, the development of Asia is 
nothing new. There is continuity, which is 
moving from one country to another. 

There is no denying the fact that the most 
developed region in the world at present is 
Southeast Asia and the Pacific. In this region, 
which stretches from Bangladesh to New 
Zealand, economic giants like Japan and a 
great power like China are located. This 
remarkable development in the region took place 
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ina period of only sixty years _ 
an economic miracle, indeeg 

The small countries that wer. 

considered the most backward 
after World War Il are, today, the 
examples of global develop. 
ment, and many of them һауе 
become world leaders in the 
economic domain. 

South Korea is one such 
country; it was one of the 
poorest regions in the world 
only seventy years ago. Fishing 
with nets was the main occupa 

tion of the locals but then "Miracle on the Han River" too! 
place and this country is now an epitome of fast progress 
Its infrastructure is so strong that in the capital, Seoul, 
which is situated on the banks of two mountains and a 
river, you will find eight bridges ten, ten miles long 
tunnels, connecting the two parts of the river. Trains and 
ordinary vehicles ply on them to make movement faster. 
Markets are teeming with buyers and happy faces can be 


seen everywhere. 
Southeast Asian countries have been enslaved by various 


powers for centuries and most of them gained independ- 
ence only seventy years ago - after the World War II. These 
include islands like Singapore with a population of 5.5 
million and Indonesia with a population of about 240 
million. Taiwan (part of China but a sovereign territory) 
Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
South Korea, Brunei Darussalam and Australia are also 
part of the list. Although most of these countries do not 
have abundant natural resources, yet they have shown. 
remarkable performance when it comes to economic 
development. They are unlike the rich countries of the 
Middle Fast who suddenly discovered huge oil reserves 
and by utilizing the income from them, built ports, 
airports, roads, bridges and skyscrapers - the devel- 
opment we see today in this part of the world. 
The major powers did not launch projects like the 
"Marshall Plan" or the "Belt and Road" in Southeast 
Asia that led to their rapid economic growth, rather 
they have achieved all this through their 
hard work, determination and visionary 
leadership. Although they attracted 
foreign investment and borrowed 
money from international financial 
institutions and rich countries, the 
money they received from abroad 
was spent well and with honesty. 
can be seen in the development 
there today. Taking loans Ва 
become a matter of bygone days по" 
and these countries are now len‘! 
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countries, including 
development to climb t] 


significant oil or gas reserves nor does it have any 


mineral resources, but in spite of that, it became the 
world's second most powerful 


economic giant, after the United 
states, only fifteen years after the 
end of World War II that had turned 
this country into ruins. 

This country surrendered to the 
United States in August 1945 after 
the cataclysmic damage caused by 
the dropping of two atomic bombs. 
At that time, areas from China to 
Indonesia were part of Japanese 
colonies - China gained independ- 
ence from Japan only after its 
surrender. Japan also remained under US occupation for 
four years. Although the US troops withdrew from Japan 
later, it retained the US security and safety umbrella, long 
known as the “nuclear umbrella”. Japanese policymakers 
didn't tangle themselves into the debate of deciding who 
the winner, or loser, was of this war. They were, rather, 
interested only in the development of their country and 
the well-being of their people. They had witnessed and 
borne the harrowing impact of war, so they were not ready 
to repeat their past mistakes. It was due to their wise 
policies that by 1965, Japan had become not only the 
world's second biggest economic power, but also a model 
of development, determination and new enthusiasm for 
all countries in the region. It instilled in the Japanese 
people a spirit that changed the destiny of the region. It 
did not bring heaps of aid to other countries, but gave 
leadership and thinking that leads to development. 
Today, the same Japanese philosophy "unless there is 
economic strength, all ideas, principles and celebrations 
аге just an excuse to please the heart," drives the whole 
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region, including China. 

Currently, there are no poor countries in the Southeast 
Asian region. Their leadership is focused on achieving 
national goals. It is due to this Japanese effect that 
Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim country, is now an 
emerging power. It controls strategically important 
waterways from Sumatra to the Strait of Malacca, which is 
the main route of sea trade from the Indian Ocean to the 
Pacific Ocean, from China to New Zealand. Rows of 
cargo ships can be seen there. Malaysia, which has been a 
role model in the development of Muslim countries for 
more than twenty years, is Indonesia's neighbour. India 
has made successful efforts to get closer to countries in 
this region. But, unfortunately, we have remained out of it 
since the secession of Bangladesh - It may be recalled that 
Bangladesh has achieved the export target of 05550 
billion by taking advantage of the development of the 
region. India and Japan have developed, under the 
patronage of the United States which is interested in 
increasing India's economic prowess to enable it to 
compete with China on its behalf, close bilateral ties so 
much во that the prime ministers of 
the two countries pay reciprocal 
visits almost every year. Population 
and large markets are also impor- 
tant factors that make this region a 
strong contender to lead the 21st 
century. 

At present, Uzbekistan is fighting 
Armenia and Georgia is up against 
Russia, while Ukraine is sandwiched 
between Europe and Russia. 
Moreover, Syria, Egypt and Iraq are 
mired in their own problems. Lebanon, once the Paris of 
the Middle East, is now a picture of devastation. The Gulf 
states are entangled with Syria, Yemen and Iran. The 
plight of African countries, especially Muslim ones, is also 
dire. So, the only region that has the potential to trans- 
form the dream of Asia's century in reality is Southeast 
Asia апа the country that will lead this revolution is China. 
With its mighty Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), China has 
announced its intentions. BRI has been interpreted as a 
rising China, sharing its economic wealth, and the load of 
building the infrastructure of an Asian century, with its 
regional counterparts. By any measure, Asia is about to 
reoccupy the centre of the global economic stage. In order 
tobe a part of this future, Pakistan will have to be cautious 
and it should not work to eliminate India's minimal 
presence in Afghanistan under Taliban, rather the 
country’s policymakers should focus on the real arena 
where it is increasing its engagements and that is South- 
east Азіа. В) 





The writer із a member of staff. 
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On September 16, Australia, the United 
Kingdom and the United States created a 
group called AUKUS to take up security 
challenges in the Indo-Pacific. The plan is 
to give access to cutting-edge military 
technology to Australia by its two 
partners in the alliance, including 
futuristic capabilities like artificial 
Intelligence and quantum technologies. 
One of the most significant security 
partnerships of this decade, AUKUS aims 
to help modernize Australia over the 
coming decades to take up security 
challenges in the Indo-Pacific. While it 
could take more than a decade for 
Australia to build its first nuclear- 
powered submarine, the agreement shows 
the US is seeking to form a more cohesive 
defence arrangement in Asia to offset 
China's rapidly modernizing military. 
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the United Kingdom and the United 
States have recently announced a new trilateral 
security partnership - called AUKUS - for the 
Indo-Pacific. As part of this alliance, Australia will 
build nuclear-powered submarines for the first 
time, using technology provided by the US. AUKUS 
will also involve a new architecture of meetings 
and engagements of the three countries, as well as 
cooperation across emerging technologies like 
applied artificial intelligence (AD, quantum 
technologies and undersea capabilities, 








Nuclear-powered vessels are vastly superior to 
their diesel-electric counterparts: They're faster, 
can stay submerged almost indefinitely, and are 
bigger - allowing them to carry more weapons, 
equipment and supplies. Given Australia's remote 
location and the fact that its subs may operate in 
waters stretching from the Indian Ocean up to 
Japan, these are big pluses. Until now, only six 
nations - the US, the UK, France, China, Russia and 
India - have had the technology to deploy and 
operate nuclear-powered subs. 
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Why France called its ambassado: 


andtheUS? "5 from Australia 


jor que between apparent 
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France, which is a NATO partner of the US and UK, has 


accused its allies of «| s 
multibillion-dollar deal s uplidity in scuttling its 


t th Australia, with the French 
foreign minister Saying that the relationship was he 


through a “serious crisis”, The AUKUS controversy 
Sest of allies can become 


to the Pacific, but risks a new kind of arms race in the 
region. The long-term objective for this agreement was 
stated by Biden ав: "We need to be able to address both the 
current strategic environment in the region and how it 
may evolve. Because the future of each of our nations - 
indeed the world - depends on a free and open Indo- 
Pacific enduring and flourishing ahead." 

One important dimension reflected by this deal is that the 
US and the UK are now strongly committed to having ‘free, 
open, resilient and inclusive Indo-Pacific’, The leaders of 


onstruction 
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the three countries have asserted the alliance will help to 
ensure peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. 
AUKUS relocates post-Brexit ^Global Britain" in the Indo- 
Pacific as the beating heart of the emerging global order 
with economic dynamism, international trade and the 
diplomatic center of gravity all pivoting from the North 
Atlantic to this region. The nuclearization of the Austra- 
Шап Navy could create ripples of unease in neighbouring 
Southeast Asian countries and spark a regional race for 
nuclear naval propulsion. 

Why so much focus on China? 

China's rise has steadily become one of the biggest foreign 
policy challenges not just for the US, but for almost every 
neighbour of China, and democracies around the world. 
China's rapid military development ís a particularly acute 
threat to neighbouring countries such as India and the 
Philippines, which have active maritime or border 
disputes with China. But it also threatens the US military 
presence that has underpinned Asia's security architec- 
ture for decades. 

China's global economic reach has also greatly expanded 
às state-owned companies buy up strategic assets, such 
as ports, around the world that could be harnessed in 
times of war. Its statecraft - spearheaded by "wolf 
warrior" diplomats - has also grown more aggressive, 
particularly throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, 

China's reaction 

China has consistently lashed out at what it calls a "Cold 
War mentality," denouncing such partnerships as anti- 
China cliques. Chinese officials argue that AUKUS will 


AUKUS Submarines 


Displacement: 7,900 t 


Crew: 98-109 
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Stoke an arms race in the Asia-Pacific region. In their 
view, its members are trying not just to compete, but to 
contain China's rise — to throw a military net around it in 
vital waterways like the South China Sea, and undermine 
the country's economic development. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian 
criticized the three countries for being ‘extremely 
irresponsible’. “The decision to supply Australia with 
nuclear submarines,” he said, “seriously damages 
regional peace and stability, intensifies the arms race, and 
undermines the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons.” Zhao declared that any regional 
mechanism in Asia “should be conducive to mutual trust 
and cooperation” and “not target any third party or harm 
the party's interests by forming an exclusive and closed 
‘small group.” He called on the US, the UK and Australia to 
“abandon the outdated Cold War zero-sum mentality and 
narrow-minded geopolitical perception ... Otherwise, 
they will only end up shooting themselves in the foot.” 
Relations have been getting tenser on all sides. Biden, like 
Trump, has trained his energies on preventing the world's 
second-largest economy from pulling ahead. Beijing also 
has sparred with the UK over Hong Kong, and with 
Canada over detained citizens, while Europe has called 
China a “systemic rival." 

Reaction of other countries 

India and Japan - the other two members of Quad besides 
Australia and the United States - welcomed the AUKUS 
deal, even though they're excluded, as a strong signal of 
US determination to 
confront China. Malaysia and 
Indonesia expressed deep 
concern about the potential 
for sparking an arms race or 
aggressive action in the 
region, while Singapore took 
a more neutral stance. 
China's ally North Korea 
lambasted the AUKUS pact as 
“undesirable and dangerous" 
and said the move to transfer 
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initiatives following the 
creation of the AUKUS 
security pact. 

AUKUS fits into a growing 
network of minilaterals 
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been a boom in the number 
of minilateral partnerships 
in the Indo-Pacific in recent 
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nuclear technology to Indonesia years, all arguably comple- 
Australia underscored the Laos menting each other with a 

need for North Korea to Myanmar shared sense of purpose 
continue developing its BL [ Ие While the AUKUS is not 
arsenal of atomic weapons. у, ‘Canada, New Zealand | connected with the Quad, its 
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nations in the region with the Same objective 
impact of AUKUS on Middle. > 
Eastand South Asia 
Despite its purported focus on 
he Indo-Pacific, the AUKUS 
will also impact the Middle 
rast and South Asia. The deal, a 
onsequence of the emerging 
bipolar competition between 
he US and China, will see Iran 
apitalize on the arrangement 
10 further its nuclear goals. For 
if Australia can have more 
nuclear materials, so can Iran, 
Tehran will likely argue. And 
from there, a new nuclear arms 
s set to get off and 







In South Asia, Beijing could do 
an AUKUS-like deal of its own 
with Pakistan, with which it 
already has extensive cooper- re 
ation in nuclear matters. This нів 
will be payback by Beijing to 
counter India, which Washing- 
on has, over the past few 
tried assiduously to 
rope into an anti-China 
alliance. This could impact the 
conventional balance of power 
between Pakistan and India 
and could force New Delhi to alter its nuclear doctrine. 
AUKUS reveals how America and Europe are 
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drifting apart 
France has used the crisis to advocate for a stronger 


uropean foreign policy. EU Council President Charles 
Michel and European Commission Director Ursula von 
der Leyen have also joined Macron, accusing Biden of 
following in the footsteps of Trump and his America First 


policies, i 
The fallout from the AUKUS deal is already fuelling 


stronger calls for the EU to move toward what France calls 
“strategic autonomy” — a Europe that is a more capable 
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geopolitical actor and thus less dependent on the United 
States for its security. The appeal of strategic autonomy 
grew during the presidency of Donald Trump, whose 
America First approach to foreign policy led many 
Europeans to question Washington's reliability and its 
commitment to European security. 
AUKUS pact as a sign of a new global order 
The deal has upset China, but it also binds the US into 
European security, in a world where Nato may be less 
relevant. The AUKUS announcement highlights the 
shifting world order. This alliance is a game-changer that 
represents an entree to the crown jewels of military and 
intelligence capability 
Nevertheless, it perhaps 
foretells the new global order 
that is unfolding at a rapid 
pace-with the US in one corner 
and China in the other! Chiña 
may need not worry too much. 
Will the AUKUS Pact 
undermine NATO? 
According to a recent article in 
the Global Times by the 
Chinese government spokes- 
man and some observers, the 
North Atlantic Alliance is 
destined to take a hit. Indeed, 
the strong exchange of 
rhetoric, the withdrawal of the 
French ambassadors from 
Canberra and Washington, and 
the cancellation of a ministe- 
rial meeting between the UK 
and France on missile collabo- 
ration could create the 
impression of a deepening 
crisis. As Britain and France 
constitute the two major 
European military powers in 
NATO, the alliance relies 
heavily on the long-standing 
co-operation between London 
апа Paris to maintain its effectiveness. 
Though the security pact between the US, UK and 
Australia did not cause a rift within NATO, it is not 
helping strengthen the alliance, either: Resolving AUKUS 
tensions is now key to the future’of NATO. So long as 
tensions persist between London and Paris over the 
AUKUS pact, the prospect of the EU setting up its own, 
independent force will grow, a move that could have 
serious implications for NATO's future. 
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In response to the formation of AUKUS by Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States, 
the European Union announced, on 16th September, its own strategy "EU Strategy for 
Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific” to boost political and defence ties іп the Indo-Pacific region. It 
is being termed as a landmark document that will define Brussels’ attempts to expand its 
influence in this increasingly important part of the world. The launch of the strategy marks a 
major development for the EU's relations with this immense and growing region. 


The world's economic and political centre of 
gravity has been shifting towards the Indo- 
Pacific for years. With China playing an 
increasingly dominant role in everything from 
trade to military power and technology, the 





relative decline of American supremacy is palpable. The 
European Union (EU) is stepping up its strategic engage- 
ment with the vital Indo-Pacific region. The region's 
growing 
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weight makes it a key player in shaping the rules-based 
international order and in addressing global challenges. It 
is in this context that the bloc has issued its own "EU 
Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific" with which 
the EU seems set to push for a closer relationship and 
stronger presence in this important region. 
What the Plan Entails? 
"With today's proposals, and guided by our values, we are 
offering a strengthened partnership to advance trade, 
investment and connectivity, while addressing common 
global challenges and reinforcing the rules-based 
international order.” —Ursula von der Leyen (European 
Commission President) 
The EU plan includes "exploring ways to ensure enhanced 
naval deployments by EU Member States to help protect 
the sea lines of communication and freedom of 
navigation," a statement said. Other areas the plan 
intends to address include building cooperation 
with countries in the region on trade, health, data, 
infrastructure, and the environment. 
The new strategy could also beef up the EU's 
diplomatic profile on issues important to the 
region, and increase the military presence of 
EU countries in the Indo-Pacific. This could 
also involve deploying EU personnel and 
security presence to assist on international 
missions, including sailing EU-flagged ships 
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on patrols in the South China Sea, 
Objectives 


alive for Forefg Абы! immission's High Represen- 
The EU's engagement with the 
erae аа. un It says the aim of the strategy is 
to S! and expand economic rel: 
eaters Tespect of international й Ет 
partners fight and adapt to climate : 
ners change and 
biodiversity loss, and boost. Cooperation on Жей core so 
least-developed countries can better prepare for crises 
like the coronavirus pandemic. 
The strategy will seek to: 
a. Solidify: апа defend therules-based international order, 
by promoting inclusive and effective multilateral cooper- 
ation based on shared values and principles, including а 
commitment to respecting democracy, human rights and 
therule of law. 
b. Promote a level playing field and ап open and fair 
environment for trade and investment. 
c. Contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), to addressing climate change and environ- 


Indo-Pacific region will be 











The EU has been diversifying its partnerships in Asia 
Key milestones in the EU's engagement with Indo-Pacific 
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2018: French Ministry of Defence issued 
а defence strategy for Indo-Pacific 
(updated twice in 2019) 


nns INTERNATION 


mental degradation on land and in the ocean, and to 
supporting sustainable and inclusive socio-economic 
development. 

4. Engage in bilateral and multilateral cooperation with 
partners to meet the objectives of the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change and the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) 

е. Pursue its long-standing multilateral and regional 
cooperation with the United Nations and Bretton Woods 
Institutions, as well as regional organisations such as 
ASEAN and the African Union in the Western Indian 
Ocean. 

f. Support truly inclusive policy-making and cooperation, 
where the voices of civil society, the private sector, social 
partners and other key stakeholders count. 

g. Establish mutually supportive trade and economic 
relations with the region that foster inclusive economic 
growth and stability, and promote and facilitate соппес- 
tivity. 

h. Engage in the region as a partner in EU's efforts to raise 
awareness on the impact of global demographic trends. 
Priority Areas 

As stated in the document, the EU Strategy for Coopera- 
tion іп the Indo-Pacific will allow the EU to enhance 
cooperation in the following priority areas: 
1.Sustainable and Inclusive Prosperity 

a. Work with Indo-Pacific partners to reinforce value 
chains, strengthen and diversify trade relations, ішріе- 
ment existing trade agreements, finalise ongoing trade 
negotiations and develop cooperation in strategic sectors. 
b. Strengthen rules to protect international trade against 
unfair practices, such as industrial subsidies, economic 
coercion, forced technology 
transfers and intellectual 
property theft. 

2. Green Transition 

a. Work with partners to 





July 2018: EU Japan Strategic Partner- 

ship Agreement signed at 
‘September 2018: EU Connectivity | 
Strategy "Connecting Europe & Asia" 

released 









fight, mitigate and adapt to 
climate change and to 
counter biodiversity loss, 





September 2019: Europa Connectivity 
Forum "EU-Asía Connectivity: Building 

Bridges for a Sustainable Future"; = 
EU-Japan Connectivity Partnership signed 












June 2019: French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs issued a strategic document on 
priorities towards Indo-Pacific 


pollution and other forms of 
environmental degradation. 
3. Ocean Governance 

a. Strengthen ocean 
governance in the region in 










December 2020: EU-ASEAN relations 
upgraded to Strategic Partnership 


Works on a joint EU Indo-Pacific strategy 
commence within the European Council's 
Asia-Oceania Working Party. 


‘April 2021: Expected adoption of the 
EU's strategic approach to Indo Pacific. 














Мау 2021: First €U27-India summit 
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‘September 2020: German Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs issued "Policy Guidelines 
for the Indo-Pacific” 


November 2020: Dutch Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs issued “Indo-Pacific: 
Guidelines for strengthening Dutch and 
EU cooperation with partners in Asia" 















full compliance with 
international law, in 
particular UNCLOS. 

b. Continue to support 
partners in the region to 
fight against IUU fishing and 
to implement Sustainable 
Fisheries Partnership 
Agreements. 

4. Digital Governance and 
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Partnerships 

a. Expand the network of digital partnerships with Indo- 
Pacific partners, and explore potential new Digital 
Partnership Agreements. 

b. Strengthen cooperation on research and innovation 
with like-minded regional partners under the 'Horizon 
Europe' programme. 

5. Connectivity 

а. Promote all dimensions of connectivity with Indo- 
Pacific partners. 

b. Support Partners to establish a good regulatory 
environment and facilitate funding to improve connectiv- 


ityon the ground between Europe and the Indo-Pacific. 
6. Security and Defence 


а. Promote an open and rules-based regional security 
architecture, including secure sea lines of communica- 


tion, capacity-building and enhanced naval presence in 
the Indo-Pacific, 








b. Explore ways to ensure enhanced naval deployments by 
EU Member States in the region. 

с. Support Indo-Pacific partners' capacity to ensure 
maritime security. 

d. Facilitate capacity-building for partners to tackle 
cybercrime, 

7. Human Security 

a. Support healthcare systems and pandemic prepared- 
ness for the least-developed countries in the Indo-Pacific 
region. 

b. Reinforce the EU's disaster risk reduction and pre- 
paredness engagement in the Indo-Pacific. 

The China Factor 

The EU is already the top investor, leading development 
cooperation partner and one of the biggest traders in the 
Indo-Pacific. But it wants to step up its involvement given 
the rise in regional geopolitical tensions which are hurting 
trade and supply chains and undermining security. 
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‘The 27-nation bloc's relations with China are currently at 
a low point, but the EU insists that the move is not aimeq 
at countering Beijing's influence, even though the strategy 
does foresee the deepening of trade and investment ties 
with Taiwan. Я 

"On many areas such as climate and biodiversity, China's 
cooperation is essential. Our strategy is one of coopera- 
tion, not confrontation. I think it’s important to Stress this 
sentence: our strategy is built on the will to cooperate, not 
to confront it," EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell told 


reporters. 
Analysis 
While the intricacies of the EU's new strategy paper are 
still being digested by analysts, what's clear is that the EU 
hasn't diverted from its usual path in the Indo-Pacific. 
‘The strategy opens by stating that the EU should reinforce 
its focus and presence in the Indo-Pacific because of its 
increasing importance. It continues by saying that the EU 
wants to reinforce its partnerships in the region on 
fronts such as climate change and humanitarian 
assistance. The Council deliberately made the 
strategy flexible and adaptable to the different 
powers in the region, In this way, cooperation can 
be achieved with players with either shared 
interests or shared values. The EU's strategy has the 
following key goals: to support partners in the 
region, promote the international community's 
global agenda, advance its own economic agenda, 
play a part in the security and defence of the Indo- 
Pacific, ensure high-quality connectivity, and 
promote collaboration in the fields of research, 
innovation and digitalisation. 

Itis hardly surprising that the EU will release sucha 
strategy document, given that more than 35 
percent of all European exports go to this region, 
making the bloc the largest trading partner for 
several Indo-Pacific economies. It is worth noting 
that there is no direct mention of China or any “finger- 
pointing” in the strategy and while the EU recognises the 
challenges that the CCP poses, it is leaving the door open 
for cooperation. However, it is also worth noting that the 
use of terms such as Indo-Pacific or “rules-based order” 
are not neutral, and to some, these concepts have become 
shorthand for anti-China. By using them, despite its 
efforts, the EU is generating tension and positioning itself 
towards the “like-minded”. 

The main criticism towards the strategy is that it is a 
“paper tiger”. In other words, in practical terms, it is soft 
on China and ambivalent on too many issues, However, 
this can also be seen as its strength, as with so many 
different member states' national interests to juggle, this 
ambivalence allows the EU to be flexible in its approach, 
especially on soft 
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A Race Through 
Chaos to Stability 


Fatima Azad 


utopian vision of interdependence and global cooperation 
had already taken a beating in Europe when Brexit 
demolished the ideological and institutional 
underpinnings of the European Union. And 
China, the other great power, was engaged 
inits project ‘Pax Sinica’, determined to 
make globalisation beneficial for its 


Communist party 
Global institutions had weak- 


ened, and the benefits of 
investing political will into their 
mechanisms had greatly 
receded. The coronavirus 
further exacerbated this: While 
nations scrambled to respond to 
this fast-spreading disease, their 
immediate reaction was to look 
inwards, go at it alone or with 
trusted partners, and engage with 
the international community only for 
on wanting to island itself from the rest of self-serving purposes. At the end of the 
the world much before former US President day, all were ‘Darwinian’ and privileged their 
Trump launched the “America First" campaign. The own survival without consideration and care for 


he third decade of the twenty-first century has 
compelled the world to face its most intracta- 
ble challenge yet-offering a coherent, 
collective and equitable response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic 
, This has tested the faith of 
the most ardent interna- | 7 
tionalists, and is part of a deeper 
churn in the global order that was 
underway even before the first 
Covid-19 case was reported in 
Wuhan in 2019. 
US hegemony has all but come 
to an end and the rise of a 
multipolar world has effected a 
redistribution of power at the 
global stage. American leader- 
ship, that would have been 
essential to catalysing collective 
action against the pandemic, bordered 
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ism is typified by the perverse "Vaccine Access’ 
As such, the postwar 

order—underwritten by a Wert танін "US leader 
rm ыы е Күк crisis since the turn 

Ў , jouth and West А: 

financial eris ай challenging the od arrangements ала 

а аз а new revisionist power, And 

Meri cid Бела ethan exploded on the world stage, 
modern geopolitics, a few. of which are ау аца 
The 3 Rs of Modern Geopolitics EN 
The first is readjustment, as countries аге grappling with 
the impact of the rise of new regional and global actors, 
The American century has waned, and the rise of the Asian 
century. - home to the growing economies in the world - is 
well оп its way. The biggest challenge to the global balance 
of power comes from China, which is set to be the first 
major economy to rebound after the pandemic With the 
launch of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRD, China's close 
integration with global supply chains, and its advance- 
ments in civilian and military technologies, Beijing's rise 
appears to be an inevitable reality, howsoever much its 
international behaviour instills distrust among many, 
particularly the US and some of its allies. A contest is, 
therefore, inevitable. 

In President Biden's interim National Security Strategy 
Guidance, the rise of both China and Russia 15 treated as а 
challenge to a stable and open international system. 
President Xi Jinping, for his part, recently declared that 
Beijing will never allow any foreign forces to bully, 
oppress or enslave China and the focus of the party would 
be "the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation". Will the 
two global powers head for a confrontation or choose to 
opt for a peaceful coexistence with limited and contained 
disagreements? The outcome of 
the US-China rivalry remains to 
be seen, and countries caught at 
the intersection of this evolving 
dynamic must take into account 
how they readjust their approach 
to this new age of geopolitics. 
Russia too will be asked some 
tough questions and will have to 
make some difficult choices. Can 
а positive Biden-Putin engage- 
ment play a stabilising role in the 
21st century? Or is а China- 
Russia nexus inevitable? 
Second, the hard-won consensus 
on the frameworks underpinning 
multilateralism and globalisation 
is undergoing a dramatic 
restructuring. The 2008 global 
financial crisis, followed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, has exposed 
the fragility of global economic 
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interdependence. The growth of hyper-nationalism and 
populist politics assess globalisation and multilateralism 
as arrangements that impinge on the sovereign choices of 
a state, As such, there is potential for the creation of a 
"gated globalisation’ — a globalisation that is less free and 
less open than before. Economic policies are no longer 
solely dictated by economic principles; they are now 
guided by strategic considerations, political trust, climate, 
health and technological threats, Countries, such as the 
UK, the US and India have introduced trade restrictions, 
investment-screening mechanisms, sanctions and 
monetary policies to reflect these new considerations. 
China had already perfected its own model of perverse 
global integration. 

The disillusionment with multilateralism can be directly 
attributed to institutional inertia, lack of reforms and 
capture by vested interests, which continue to hamper 
decision-making before these organisations, Countries 
are, therefore, leaning towards smaller groupings to forge 
fluid, issue-specific partnerships, which can expedite 
cooperation between like-minded countries. While this 
can be one way to overcome the malaise of multilaterals, 
they may hamper the development of broader and 
cohesive international strategies for ‘global bads' — from 
Covid-19 to climate change — which require the participa- 
tion and commitment of all. The pandemic is not over till 
all are vaccinated and secured and the threat of climate 
change is not going to recede by unilateral actions of any 
single state. The ongoing restructuring calls for the need 
for new arrangements that can redress the inefficiencies 
of multilateralism and globalisation, without diminishing 
their larger benefits. Can a ‘consortium of plurilateral 
groupings’ agree to a common minimum framework to 
address the challenges that confront us all even as they 
engage within their own clubs to maximise their economy 
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security? 
in E end of this churn, geopolitics has been reoriented 


to accommodate new actors, and emerging factors and 
considerations, Modern geopolitics ів increasingly 
influenced by geoeconomics and geo-technology, 
Important works, such as War by Other Means, talk of the 
systemic use of economic instruments to achieve 
geopolitical objectives — a form of statecraft that was 
present during the Marshall Plan, and is present today ав 
well through China's 'chequebook diplomacy’ and more 
generally the BRI. 

If the medium is the message, then technology ів the 
future of our politics. The advent of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (4IR) has resulted in the development of 
technologies that can be both a boon and a bane for 
humankind. While America was at the forefront of 
technological leadership in the 
recent past, this is being challenged 
by China as it invests heavily in 
emerging and dual-use technologies 
such as artificial intelligence, 
Quantum Computing, and biotech- 
nology. First movers may not only 
take the mantle of technological 
leadership, but will also become the 
providers for other countries, 
creating asymmetric dependencies, 
'"GeoTech' opens a new realm of 
interstate competition, where 
concerns of national security and 
strategic autonomy implicate 
technology choices and arrange- 
ments. In an increasingly digital 
world, the capture of data — and not 
territory — and the compromise of 
critical information infrastructure — 
and not state borders — are the new 
security challenges for nations. As an 
individual's attention, eyeballs and 
personal data become the coveted 
political prize, will the next domain 
of conflict be the human form and 
how we will protect it? 

New Actors, New Geographies 
While the above factors remain at the heart of this churn, 


new actors and geographies are influencing the conduct 
of geopolitics. Though the coronavirus hearkened the 
return of the ‘nation-state’, communities across borders 
represent a robust challenge to this primary unit of 
Westphalian sovereignty. The concentration of economic 
resources and power in global technology companies, 
from Twitter to Tencent, has driven home the fact that 
states are no longer the primary actors in the world. Hate, 
tribalism and irrational ideologies have returned with 
new vigour, riding on the reach and amplification of 
digital technologies. Technology giants are now the 
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f economic and political Балды and are 
t of the older political systems. 
Shall пе geographies, such as the Indo 
Pacific, Eurasia and the Arctic, іп which all regional and 
global powers have stakes, demand the genesis of new 
norms, Institutions and partnerships. In a universally 
parochlal world, there Is limited appetite or ерке to 
shape and create these. In sum, the pandemic pu irmed 
the decline of the US as а superpower and sl pel 
questions on Beijing's moral and political capa i ity to 
step into the vold, Even with its attendant eus ed 
efficiency losses, the Importance of ШШЕ: БОШУ, ый 
ideated by Primakov through the Russia, India and Chin; 
trilateral mechanism — received a resolute confirmation 
It has urged that we appreciate this shifting nature of 
global and domestic affairs 10 be able to adapt to an 


arbiters 0! 








increasingly complex world, that is no longer tethered toa 
conventional understanding of geopolitics, 

While the ability to project power globally resides with the 
US, the world is steadily moving towards political, 
economic, technological and normative multipolarity. 


The evolving contours of modern geopolitics is still in a 
state of flux, and there is wisdom in accepting the notion 
that the end result is perhaps indeterminable, The age of 
disruption is here, countries that thrive on disorder may 
do well in the short term, while nations who invest in 
stability may well define the future of globalisation and, 
indeed, the new world order. в) 








The writer is pursuing her M Phil in Political Science. 
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Ina bid to promote gender diversity and inclusion іп the 
financial sector, the SBP has recently launched its 
"Banking on Equality’ initiative. According to SBP Deputy 
Governor Sima Kamil, this initiative aims to transform the 
banking sector through the adoption of women-friendly 
business policies and practices. While addressing the 
launch ceremony, President Dr Arif Alvi said that the 
inclusion of women in financial mainstream as well as 
their digital empowerment would bring about economic 
Stability besides many other intangible benefits to the 
society. Asserting that financially independent women 
Cannot be exploited, the president said the women's 
financial inclusion would also significantly improve 
country's GDP as women were more reliable handlers of 
the financial products as had also been experienced in 
Bangladesh as wellas Pakistan. 





September ]7, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
launched a special policy based on gender 
diversity to transform the banking sector in 
the adoption of women-friendly business 
policies and practices. According to SBP, this 
policy, named 'Banking on Equality: Reducing 
the Gender Gap in Financial Inclusion’, will 
help remove the barriers to women's access to banking 
and financial services. The policy is aimed at diminishing 
the yawning gap between what 
bears semblance of civilization, 
where men and women don't 
anymore quibble over basic and 
established human rights debate 
and the gloomy state in the 
country where hardly 14,5 million 
women have bank accounts out of 
over 100 million of them head- 
counted, according to last official 
census. 
In his address to the ceremony, 
President Dr Arif Alvi, who 
launched this policy, said that with the changing dynam- 
ics of the society marking minimizing needs of physical 
labour, the women could easily play their role in the 
society by using internet and other digital tools. With the 
five pillars of diversity, inclusion, accessibility, transpar- 
ency and leadership, the policy et target of аг 0 
million women having bank its Бу 2023. Currently, 


only 13X of the bank staff and 196 of branchless banking 
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agents are women. Under the policy, the financial 
ifistitutions would be asked to ensure minimum 20% 
female participation in workforce by 2024. He added that 
a secure-envirónment was inevitable for the women to 
make them play a productive role as the security of their 
children was always family's top priority. 

The President also suggested that the number of women 
bank accounts could have a quantum jump if Ehsaas 
disbursements to all 17 million women were switched 
through banking channel instead 
of cash. It will also ensure 
women's enhanced control over 
the money. 

Sharing his thoughts on women's 
financial inclusion, SBP Governor, 
Dr Reza Baqir, said that "it is the 
right of a human being as far as 
financial inclusion is concerned." 
Comparing the statistics regard- 
ing the percentage of adult 
women having bank accounts in 
different Muslim countries, he 
said that the figure stands at 70% in Saudi Arabia, 76% in. 
UAE, 54% in Turkey, 92% in Iran and 82% in Malaysi J 
Dr Bagir added that advancements in branchless bi g 
have played a significant role in improving access to 
finance for people from various socioeconomic back- 
grounds, without the added cost of setting up brick and 
mortar structures. As a result, as of December 2020, 62% 
of adults have a bank account, showing a significant 
growth from 45% in 2017. Under the National Financial 
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Inclusion Strategy (NFIS), a 
target was set to ensure that 
at least 20 million women 
must have active bank 
account by 2023. 
In the words of SBP's Deputy 
Governor, Sima Kamil, while 
progress has been made, the 
general gap is sadly growing, 
rather than narrowing. 
Sharing some figures, she 
said that in January 2020, 
29% of adult women in 
Pakistan had bank accounts 
compared to 81% men. In December 2020, 33% of women 
had bank accounts while the percentage of men grew over 
90%, so the gap is growing and we have an issue and it is а 
problem. She said that as per the central bank research the 
reason is not that women do not want to open bank 
accounts. "Looking at our research, both domestic and 
international, what we have concluded is that being 
gender-neutral is simply not enough," she added. 
Targets of the policy 
У Improving gender diversity by ensuring 20 percent of 
employees in all SBP-regulated financial institutions 
are women; 
* Introducing women-centric products and services in 


the banks; 
v | Every bank branch needs to have women desks by 


2024; 
У Collecting gender-disaggregated data, particularly to 


build on how women are doing in finance sector and 
to set more targets; 
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У Setting up a Policy Forum on Gender at the central 
bank. 
Pillars 
As per the official document, there are five key pillars of 
the said program — gender diversity in financial institu- 
tions and access points, i.e. branches, call centres, etc. to 
encourage women towards formal financial services; 
women-centric products that cater to women's financial 
needs specifically while increasing financial literacy and 
awareness about women-centric product offerings; 
women's champions and specialised resources at all 
customer touch points for better customer experience; 
robust collection of gender-disaggregated data and target 
setting for informed policy interventions and post-launch 
monitoring and evaluation; policy forum on gender and 
finance to prioritise women's financial inclusion, drive the 
agenda forward, and increase buy-in from multiple 
stakeholders for added momentum. 
As per the SBP's document, “The proposed policy identi- 
fies five key pillars under which actions are targeted 
towards improving institu- 
tional diversity, product 
diversification and develop- 
ment capability, customer 
acquisition and facilitation 
approaches towards women 
segments, collection of 
gender dis-aggregated data, 
and prioritizing gender 
focus in SBP's policies. The 
policy recommendations will 
be applicable on SBP's 
regulated entities including 
Commercial Banks, Islamic 
Banks, Microfinance Banks 
(MFBs), Development Finance Institutions (DFIs) and 
Electronic Money Institutions (EMIs), etc. Furthermore, 
Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) is 
expected to adopt a similar, yet customized, gender policy 
for the non-banking financial sector." 
The key features of the policy are as follows: 
1. Improving Gender Diversity 
A financial institution cannot adequately address the 
female market segment without addressing its internal 
gender imbalance. 57 only 13% of the staff of 
banks and 1% of branchless banking agents are wome 
More women working in leadership positions at financial 
institutions can also aid the development of policies and 
practices for improving gender balance across the 
financial sector as well as developing women-friendly 
products and services. Presence of women champions and 
specialized resources at all customer touch points, such 
as bank branches, branchless banking agents, call centres 
and alternate delivery channels, can aid women's adop- 
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tion of conventional and digital financial services. 
Financial Institutions (FIs) shall be asked to develop 
policies to improve gender diversity and ensure minimum 
20% female participation in the workforce by 2024. They 
will create a new management sub-committee on gender, 
or amend existing management committee's KPIs to 
include focus on gender. The ЕГ' will also adopt gender 
diversity targets and KPIs for all C-suite executives, and 
improve women's representation within senior manage- 
ment from current 6%. Specific targets for women's 
presence in decision-making senior manage- 
ment/regional management positions, shall also be set, 
while it must be ensured that anti-harassment policies . 
and reporting framework, and women-friendly policies 
and practices are in place at banks. Lastly, although itis an 
SECP requirement for all institutions to have at least one 
woman on their board, there are gaps in its compliance. 
Therefore, the policy will re-iterate financial institutions 
to increase the number of women in their board of 
directors. 

2.Women-centric Products and Outreach Targets 


















Women 3 times 
less likely than 


To shift from gender-neutral to gender-inclusive product 
design, it is imperative that a dedicated team works on 
gender-segmented product designing and creates а 
business case, while understanding the existing social 
norms, and marketing products effectively. Therefore, FIs 
shall create a specialized department within 6 months of 
issuance of this policy, to apply gender lens on existing 
and new products and services offerings, keeping in view 
various use cases within women demographics of all ages 
and life cycle stages. FIs will be assigned outreach targets 
for savings and credit products to enhance access, usage 
and quality of financial services to women. In order to 
meet these targets, Fis will collaborate with various 
women civil society organizations, chambers of com- 
merce and trade bodies to reach out, provide hand- 
holding and non-financial advisory services to the 
market, and assist aspiring women entrepreneurs to 
access credit products and services. Further, Fis will seek 
opportunities for collaboration with Ehsaas program to 
graduate beneficiaries from social cash transfers to 
value-added products and services, and statutory bodies 
such as ECP and NADRA to create opportunities for 
raising awareness and facilitate bank account opening. 
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Further, all FI websites and apps will have a tab/section 
for "Women Financial Services" to direct potential 
customers towards availing products catered to their 
needs and must collaborate with Fintechs, Incubation 
Centres and Accelerators for development of digital 
access tools and creating digital awareness and marketing 


for banking products and services. 
3. Women Champions at All Customer Touch Points 


Women's financial inclusion cannot ре improved without 
understanding their needs with careful attention. 
However, women customers, especially entrepreneurs, 
feel intimidated to visit a bank branch as they are not 
facilitated effectively. Therefore, to enable banks to 
improve facilitation of women customers and entrepre- 
пеш», women champions shall be deployed at all сиз- 
tomer touch points. The women champions must undergo 
gender-sensitivity training, and should be well versed 
with the bank's products along with government and SBP's 
schemes for women entrepreneurs. They should 
proactively guide the women entrepreneurs to get access 
to credit. Further, all other virtual touch points of the 






National 
Financial 
Inclusion target 
is to reach over 
20 million. 
women by 2023 





banks, including call centres, apps and alternate delivery 
channels should aim to be more women-friendly. The 
resources at physical and virtual touch points will also 
serve as a main contact point for non-financial advisory 
services and complaint redressal. Ву 2024, the resources 
should be deployed on at least 75% of all touch points. 

4. Robust Collection of Gender-Disaggregated Data and 
Target Setting 

The absence of data and targets can dilute FIs focus on 
gender in finance, and impede development of informed 
policies and associated actions for closing the gender gap. 
Therefore, under the policy, all institutions under SBP's 
ambit will be instructed to collect and report gender dis- 
aggregated data related to gender dis-aggregated 
outreach of products and services, to SBP. The data 
collection will also help FIs to recognize the opportunities 
and challenges in women's financial inclusion, and help 
them in developing internal policies to comply with SBP's 
gender policy and targets. Furthermore, SBP will also 
strengthen its own research on gender and develop tools 
in line with international best practices for impact 
assessment. 
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5.PolicyForumonGender&Finance — — 

To discuss opportunities and challenges in women's 
financial inclusion, internalize gender mainstreaming 
within organizations, and review the existing legal and 
policy framework for identification of bottlenecks in 
women's financial inclusion, a Policy Forum on Gender 
and Finance will be established at SBP. The forum will be 
chaired by Governor SBP and will include members from 
Banks, DFIs, MFBs, SECP, women chambers of commerce, 
civil society, private sector, gender leaders, etc, while it 
will meet at least bi-annually to serve as apex forum for 
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future policy formulation on gender. 
The forum will also create space for 
innovations that support greater 
women's financial inclusion. Going 
forward, under the forum, SBP will host 
annual conferences for knowledge- 
sharing, plenary discussions on gender and 
finance, and give awards to those banks which 
have made significant efforts to close the gender gap in 
finance. 

SBP is aware that closing the gender gap is challenging 
since the root causes go beyond access, and centre on 
powerful social norms. Nonetheless, gender-blind 
practices will continue to perpetuate the gaps, despite 
advancement in technology, innovations and business 
models. Therefore, with the implementation of the 
proposed policy, financial institutions shall adopt a 
holistic and mindful incorporation of gender perspectives 
in their policies, with the aim to advance women's 
financial inclusion in Pakistan. In parallel to the gender 
mainstreaming policy implemented on the financial 
sector, SBP is also working on adopting better gender 
diversity policies to hire, retain and promote more women 
in the organizations. 

Analysis 

Тһе first of its kind mainstreaming effort for the financial 
sector, which introduces a gender lens in our banking 
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practices, is creditable. The policy aims to boost the 
number of active women-transaction bank accounts from 
the existing 14.5 million to around 20 million by 2023 and 
increase female participation in the workforce of financial 
institutions from 13 percent to 20 percent by 2024. In the 
given circumstances, the targets seem ambitious. But 
these are achievable with a little bit of push from the 
central bank and increased use of technology. 
Improved gender diversity in financial institutions, 
creation of women desks at bank branches to facilitate 
female clients and the development of women-centric 
products and services as envisaged in the policy should 
largely take care of supply-side barriers. The collection of 
gender-disaggregated data and institutionalisation of a 
policy forum on gender at the State Bank can push banks 
to meet policy targets. The recent extension of the facility 
to open bank accounts digitally to resident Pakistanis 
should help boost the financial inclusion of women. It is 
not clear if these initiatives have done away with any 
condition for the ‘validation’ of a male family 
member for an adult woman to become part 
of the banking system. If it hasn't, it 
should be dismantled immediately. 
Currently, women are disproportion- 
ately under-served by the country's 
banking system. Reports show that 
women can be forced to move 
towards informal means to meet 
their borrowing and savings needs. A 
State Bank survey showed only 5 
percent women savers used formal 
channels in 2015 and the Pakistan 
Microfinance Review 2019 put the total 
number of female borrowers at just 3.8 
million. Little wonder then that the World Bank 
in a 2018 report strongly underscored the importance of 
always keeping women at the centre of financial inclusion 
since their access to a secure and private means of savings 
and financing is closely linked to their social empower- 
ment and enables them to contribute positively to 
economic growth, and creates opportunities for them. 
Thus, President Arif Alvi was spot on when he said that 
opening bank accounts for women was just one way of 
financial inclusion. It would open up avenues for them to 
access credit, payments, insurance and other financial 
services at an affordable price. Bridging the gender gap in 
financial inclusion will be challenging since the causes go 
beyond access to services and are rooted in social values 
and norms. Nonetheless, the shift from gender-blind and 
gender-neutral practices to women-specific efforts 
envisaged by the new State Bank policy should go a long 
way in empowering them economically. 8) 
The writer is a Lahore-based educator. 
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very now and then, lot of noise is made about 
the poverty of imagination in dealing with 
criminal justice challenges in Pakistan. This 
cacophony is essentially emotional and san; 
serious thought. The shallowness of this 
approach has led to a public policy consider- 
ation that looks at justice sector as a basket 
case and as a black hole that should not be treated as a 
developmental priority. This mindset must be putrightby 
revisiting and rethinking criminal justice and its gover- 
nance in the country. This adumbration will highlight few 
points that can help rethink and re-design a more 
optimistic discourse on the subject. 
Firstly, given the primacy of national security and ‘its all- 
pervasive nature in the context of Pakistan, the criminal 
justice must twine itself around the doctrine 
of national Security; the two concepts 
must be treated as an organic whole. It 
must be acknowledged that criminal 
justice is all about internal security. Its 
tools include, but are not limited to, the 
use of legal power of the state 
through criminal law, criminal 
procedure and evidence 
duly counterbalanced by 
constitutional safe- 
guards of fundamental 
rights. These legal 
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powers have many manifestations. From arresting an 
accused to attaching his property to regulating protests 
and enforcing Covid-related instructions in the country: 
all fall under this category. The delinking of national 
security and criminal justice has only led to disorder and 
parallel legal and judicial systems іп the country. The 
commonality of state in national security and criminal 
justice must be reckoned with, and provincial state 
powers and federal state power must act in unison. 
Secondly, in line with the Supreme Court-driven Police 
Reforms Committee Report of 2019, police must be 
treated as a concurrent subject. Presently, the provinces 
treat police as a provincial and policing as a federal 
subject. This does not square with constitutional scheme 
that provided for a synchronized architecture that served 
objectives of both the federation and the provinces. 
Thirdly, the rule of law should be the spirit of 

criminal justice system. 
The technical aspects of 
procedural law that was 
written in 1898 with 
precedential force reinforces 
technicalities over spirit of law; this сап and must be 
changed by adopting a rights-based approach 
towards the rule of law. The incumbent govern- 
ment has prepared over eight hundred legal 
amendments to address this issue. The black 
letter law must be energized by the spirit of 
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rights to bring about desired. resi 
Fourthly, the inequality im арды, 


measuring crimes is arcane and has many definitional as 


BOOKISH 


well as practical problems. The entry into the criminal 
justice system may be measured, but should not be used 
as an operational performance evaluation tool, and 
should certainly not be used as a Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) check (Character Certificates). The practice 
of issuing police vetting on the basis of registered crime 
should be reviewed and a better measure of arraignment 
record be used for police vetting and background checks; 
this will ease the grip of crime reports on the criminal 
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justice processes that are often 
problematized due to over-weightage 
of registered crime instead of evidence- 
based crime-processing in the form of 
criminal charging by police. The global 
best practice of treating crime as a 
social phenomenon instead of a state- 
controlled activity may be considered to 
rethink police, prosecution and 
judicature performance and account- 
ability metrics. 

Sixthly, the alternate dispute resolution 
and legal aid become operational only at 
the trial stage at the moment. This 
approach must be introduced at the starting point of the 
criminal justice system in the form of pre-registration of 
criminal case strategies. 

Seventhly, the conventional criminal justice is designed to 
prevent and detect heinous crimes against property and 
persons. While dealing with heinous crime is very 
important, introducing strategies that can assure public 
safety in women and children is no less significant. The 
urban and rural policing and criminal justice strategies 
must be tailored to societal problems. This would require 
much more effort than usually considered. Balancing 
competing needs of aggressive policing with community- 
oriented restorative justice practices must be the nub of 
police training as police officers need to know both 
aspects of policing. 

Lastly, the governance of criminal justice system should 
be organized on modern management principles that 
require accountability and authority to lie at one point. 
Public policy on crime control and public safety must be 
informed by specialists with enabling environment. В) 


The author is an independent researcher 


and has done his BCL from the University of Oxford. 
Email: kamranadilpsp@gmail.com 
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BriefIntroduction 
Violence against women is not confined to 
our country only rather it is prevalent in 
almost all countries of the world. The worst 
kind of such violence is "honour killing’. It is 
termed Siyahkari in Balochistan, Tor Tora in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Karo Kari in Sindh and Kala Kali in 
Punjab. On the accusation of illicit relationship, men and 
women are killed; the latter forming an overwhelming 
majority of victims. Reaction to this violence is silence, in 
most cases. 
Significance of dealing with this crime has no parallel in 
the overall administration of justice because it often 
goes unreported. This is, perhaps, one of those heinous 
offences in which the persons who should, otherwise, 
have been the complainants in the very case, turn to be the 
killers of their family member, and their interest lies in 
either not reporting the case or reporting it as an 
accidental murder so that the case may be withdrawn later 
by some self-installed complainants. 
The difficulties don't end up even after the crime of 
honour killing is reported and a case registered thereupon 
ata police station. Then, there is the stage of investigation 
or collection of evidence where no one would be willing to 
give statement about the actual cause of death. So, after 
the stage of reporting and information, investigation of 
the case is the real challenge for the police. 
Why honour killings go unreported 
This crime is unique for the reason that killers are 


generally in blood relation with the victim. The very crime 
is committed by family members whose interest does not 
lie in the reporting of the case. For the purpose of hiding 
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the crime from police eyes, they show to the community 
that the death was natural. They even weep over dead 
body just to stage a drama to befool the community and 
hide the case from police. 

Even if some from the community notice that the death 
was not natural, they do not come forward to report and 
become witness as they think it to be an internal matter of 
the family. Moreover, they fear reaction and retaliation 
from the family of the women killed in the name of 
honour. Another very common mindset is that the lady 
has been Killed in the name of honour, and the deceased 
herself has contributed to her murder by doing something 
notacceptable to her family. 

If it becomes inevitable to report the crime, the 
perpetrators install their own complainant to lodge the 
First Information Report (FIR), and the fact of honour 
Killing is not made part of its contents, rather it is given 
the colour of accidental murder or murder caused due to 
domestic conflict. On some later stage, the very case is 
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withdrawn by the installed 
complainant belonging to the 
same family. 3 
Unfortunately, there are scant 
chances of conviction if the case 
is registered in this way as there 
is no one to provide evidence of 
the killing. The collection of 
evidence, when no one is willing 
to provide it voluntarily to the 
police, then, becomes a 
cumbersome task. 
Cause of honour killing 

The grave crime of honour killing 
is committed when a woman and 
a man are witnessed in 
compromising situation or when 
the killer thinks that such illicit Este) exists, 
According to different studies conducted by UNICEF, 
many women are killed on the basis of mere suspicion. 

It seems pertinent to mention here that Islam gives a 
woman the right to marry out of her own free will with a 
man of her choosing. But, in our society, unfortunately, 
the very right seems to have been taken away. Not ошу 
the very right has been taken away but also itis. considered. 
an act of defiance from the so-called values of society 
and such acts are taken as to disgrace the honour of the 
family; consequently, the exercise of very right on the part 


of woman causes the honour killing. 
Position of karo kari before amendment to section 302 


РРС 
The recent amendment made, іп 2005, to Pakistan Penal 
Code (PPC) section 302, which enunciates severe 
punishment for karo kari cases, has rectified the legal 
position. Before the passing of this amendment, courts 
and society had very lenient view of honour killings, and 
mitigated punishments were awarded to the perpetrators 
of this heinous crime. Earlier, the honour killing was a 
compoundable offence. Therefore, there was an increase 
in the cases of honour killings. 

Currentlegal status of honour killing cases 

The punishment for honour killing cases has been 
provided in section 302 of PPC 
which reads: “Whoever 
commits qatl-i-amd shall 
subject to the provision of this 
chapter (chapter # XVI of PPC) 








be: d 

(a) punished with death as 
аваз, | 

(b) punished with death for 
imprisonment for life as ta'zir 
having regard to the facts and 
circumstances of the case, if the 
proof in either of the forms 
specified in Section 304 is not 


www.jworldtimes.com November 2021 








available; ог 

(c) punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term. 
which may extend to twenty-five 
years, where, according to the 
Injunctions of Islam, the 
punishment of qisas is tot 
applicable. 

Provided that nothing in this 
clause shall apply to the offence 
of qatl-i-amdif committed in the 
name, or on the pretext of, 
honour and the same shall fall 
within the ambit of clause (a) or 
clause (b) as the case may be." 
The proviso has been added to 
the very section in 2005 
amendment (The Criminal Law Amendment Act I of 2005) 
which qualifies that severe punishment as stated in clause 
(a) and (b) be provided to honour killing cases, and the 
mitigated punishment as stated in clause (c) cannot be 
provided to karo karicases. 

Ageofvictims 

Honour killings are not age-specific. From a child girl of 
14 years to an elder woman of 60 years can be a victim of 
this crime. However, most of the victims are the young 
women. According to a survey conducted by Sindh 
Journalists Network for Children (SJN) for UNICEF, 48 
percent of those killed were of the age between 15 and 20 
years — keeping in view the crime data of 2013. This 
survey was prepared on the basis of honour killing cases 
reported by community members interviewed. Victims 
above the age of 40 years were 6 percent as per the 
findings of the very survey. 

Who commits the offence? 

Almost all the male members of a family consider 
themselves the owners and custodians of the women of 
their family; especially the husband, father and brother 
show more vigour and assert their role as a guardian of 
women. Therefore, in honour killing cases, these closely- 
related male family members turn to be the killers of the 
women as they feel their honour was trampled on. 
According to SJN survey, in 51% 
cases of honour killing, 
husband of the woman turned 
out to be the killer; 19% killers 
were brothers of women; 5 % 
were fathers; and the rest 
included uncles, cousins and 
others. 

Role of Jirgas 

If one evaluates and examines 
the rules, regulations, codes 
and verdicts of jirgas, which 
play their role in deciding the 
kari cases, one can conclude 
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that there is sufficient negative impact of tribal jirgas on 
the very cases as they are not only in contrast to the legal 
provisions but also clearly encourage the killings in the 
name of honour as these killings get a justification and 
the killers are declared the aggrieved party. 
Compensation is ensured and protection from law and 
law-enforcement agencies is provided to the killers. 
There is a dire need of prevention of jirga settlements 
relating to the cases of honour killings. 

Suggestions 


Here are some recommendations in this regard, which 
would address the following two questions: 
1. Howto prevent honour killings; and 
2, How to get such cases reported, if it happens 
Traditions and cultural values are certainly a great socio- 
cultural wealth for any nation. However, some of them 
have been historically proved to be inhuman with 
dangerous consequences for the human beings as 
education and awareness increased in the world. The very 
custom of honour killings is one of them. Any tribal jirga 
that legitimates such killings should be dealt by the police 
with iron hands. 
It is further recommended that all steps be taken to 
implement the law on domestic violence; it is not an 
internal domestic issue but a matter of implementing the 
laws of the state. 
If law is allowed to take its own course, and justice is done 
to the killed one and the accused party, it acts as 
deterrence for others; thus fair investigation after due 
registration of cases із a kind of prevention also. 
It is also the need of the hour that the police are trained 
properly to tackle such complaints; if women are properly 
handled at police station, it encourages them to report 
such offences. 
The role of district intelligence branch (DIB) working in 
DPO/SSP office cannot be ruled out in this regard. They 
have their own intelligence setup in each police station, 
and informers in the society. They have their own 
mechani sm of information collection. SHO may have 
his own informers. Moreover, the 
gravedigger (gorkan) may be helpful in 
this regard. In this case, the death of 
every young healthy girl creates 
doubt in every rational mind; the 
very aspect should not be 
overlooked by local police. Lady 
health workers may prove very 
important source of information 
for the police because they visit 
each and every house of the 
locality and know each girl by 
name. 
Police liaison with media persons 
and civil society may prove useful 
in information collection and 
collection of evidence at 











. investigation stage. 3 
к Fra sad fact that the police have very rarel 
lendly to women. It is very difficult for women t 
| Registered ther FIRS; whenever they ry to get register 
case against their cruel and abusive husband; 
contemptuouslyreturnedtotheirhomes. — 
‘There is a need to inculcate the sense of justice amor 
police officers for the lady killed in. the name of} ‹ 
and ít lies in the police training institutes to impart пи 
п е police officers. 545) 
татын ао desks at police stations should be. 
established. Both male and female police personnel; 
to be trained to deal with the complaínts of viol тсе 
against women іп а gender sensitive manner. At least 9 пе | 
trained woman police officer should be present at each | 
police station to deal with the specific problems. of 
women complainants. Ру 
Women have not enough awareness about their rights; 
that's why they remain silent on the acts of injustices with 
them or other their close female relatives. It is suggested 
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that a comprehensive legal awareness be launched for 
women. This would encourage them to come forward and 
report the very crimes. 4 
Shelter homes for women who feel threat of being killed 
in the name of honour , are suggested to be established at | 
Tehsil level. They may be set up in collaboration with | 
NGOs to provide protection, legal aid and psychological | 
counseling for women in crisis. Such existing services | 
should be widely publicized. 2 
Last but not least, the basic cause is existing Шиегасу | 
among the masses. Consequently, people remain | 
prisoners of patriarchal, feudal and tribal thinking. There | 
is not only need of reforming the formal educational 
system but also need of launching some programmes 
informal education and awareness in the form of | 
"Workshops, seminars and literacy programmes at the | 
Jocallevel particularly in the rural areas of Pakistan. в) 
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Pakistan's youth bulge has been described both as a challenge and an opportunity. The Pakistan National 
Development Human Report describes Pakistan as one of the youngest countries with 68% of its population 
below ће age of 30, and about 27% aged between 15 and 29 years. The youth bulge is an asset as it provides | 
massive opportunities to power the national growth by leveraging the potential of the youth. More so the 

case when many parts of the world, particularly in Europe, are haunted by the prospect of aged population. 











Amanat Ali Chaudhry 

In order to fully capitalize on the opportunity presented by the youth bulge, there are 

certain prerequisites that need to be fulfilled, The chief among them is the need for a 

7 comprehensive youth empowerment program, It is easier said than done, especially 

for a country that continues to face resource constraints, and finds itself in dire 

economic situation owing to Covid-19 related slowdown. It is equally important to 

point out that the opportunity comes with a challenge, thus putting a heavy 
responsibility on the decision-makers to fully and thoroughly think through their responses. 

\s recognized by the UNDP report, the youth bulge is Pakistan's window of opportunity to embark 
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on a path of sustainable development. The amazing 
prospect for a fast-paced growth is followed by dire 
threats of upheavals to be caused by our national failure to 
leverage the robust - but raw - energies of our youth. 
Hence, the dynamics unleashed by this important segment 
of our demography are deep in nature, and far-reaching in 
impact with a potential to reshape our state and society. 

Itis, therefore, important, nay essential, that our national 
conversation focuses on the youth, the varied challenges 
they face and how these challenges can be converted into 
opportunities through a meaningful state intervention. 
The lack of national conversation means that there is not 
enough national will to prioritize youth-related issues. 

There is enough evidence from around the world that 
Suggests the rising level of expectations of the teeming 
millions in general and that of the youth in particular from. 
the nation-states. These expectations are not just centred 
оп а greater share in the economic cake, 
commensurate with their burgeoning 





political conflicts, unending wars, suicide bombings, and 
terrorism have filled their minds with the images that 
lowered the bar for the use of violence as a means of 
getting their demands accepted. The blowback effect on 
the country, which found itself involved in a war on terror 
asa frontline ally, has deepened the influence of violence. 

Secondly, Pakistan witnessed a massive revolution in the 
field of media about the same time that this generation 
was in schools. The political analysts, news anchors and 
the content aired on TV talk shows have helped them form 
first-hand impressions of the world around them. The 
debates on a range of issues have served as their primary 
source of information and opinion-making irrespective of 
the questions being raised about authenticity of 
information and data pedalled round the clock by TV 
channels. 

While media's role in strengthening the culture of free 





size but also demand a greater say in 
deciding the national affairs. 

In discussing the characteristics unique 
to a generation born after 1995, better 
known in the jargon of Generation Z, it 
is important to discuss the role of 
information and communication 
technology (ICTs) that has shaped many 
of this generation's reference points, 
and the nature of their interactions with 
the state and society. With access to the 
world and all that is happening in it just 
a click away, thanks to the mushroom- 
ing growth of ICTs and their 
penetrating role in life, the contribution 
of technological factor in shaping the 
worldview of Generation Z is well- 








documented. 

However, to presume that technology 
always plays the role of an equaliser is to overlook the 
digital divide that is a fact of life, distinguishing the urban 
areas from the backward ones. For the most part, our 
attention has been directed at the urbanite youth to the 
neglect of those living in the rural hinterlands. For this 
segment of the youth, life offers different experiences and 
insights. Therefore, an assessment of their predicaments, 
challenges and opportunities is in order here to arrive at a 
balanced conclusion regarding the potential of 
Generation Z to effect meaningful changes capable of 
responding to the demographic challenge. 

The lives of the rural youth have been shaped by an array 
of factors and institutions with a huge bearing on their 
way of thinking and subsequent actions. Ever since they 
gained consciousness in 2000 onward, this version of 
Generation Z has seen the world in perpetual turmoil. The 
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speech and keeping a check on the governments is 
laudable, the content aired on TV channels leaves a lot to 
be desired in terms of efficacy, correctness and 
compliance with the requisite journalistic standards. 
Operating in the absence of strict code of conduct, 
Pakistani media has unfortunately promoted bigotry, fake 
news and partisanship in the present socio-political 
milieu. No-holds-barred Sabre-rattling on TV screens 
meant solely for ratings has deeply impacted a whole 
generation of the youth, turning them into warriors who 


get motivated more by emotion than by logic as they 
grapple with issues around them, 


Thirdly, the kind of education imparted in the educational 
institutions attended by the youth of semi-urban and 
rural areas has the ultimate objective of equipping them 
with degrees than with the intellectual wherewithal to 
resolve the complex problems of human existence. The 
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problem becomes acutely complex when you add the 
hundreds of thousands of the youth studying in religious 
seminaries, completely divorced from the demands of 
contemporary life and living in an island of their own. Тһе 
various streams of education that remain in vogue in 
Pakistan have helped build walls among different sections 
of society, thereby strengthening the divide on the basis 
of class and economic grouping. 

Another problem attendant with the failure of our 
educational institutions is that the learning outcomes are 
not commensurate with the demands of the market and 
industry. Hence, we are swelling the ranks of the 
unemployed youth who have degrees but not the requisite 
skill set to be able to be absorbed by the job market. 
Fourthly, another institution that has the potential to help 
bridge the divide and empower the youth is that of 
political parties that can address their aspirations 
through a clear articulation. of their problems and 
suggestion of concrete policies for their resolution. 
Unfortunately, it has not happened the way it should have. 
It is indeed perplexing how such a critical segment that 
holds the key in terms of its sheer numbers and its ability 





unheard of, the fact remains that the challenges to the writ 
of the state have persi . Couple this with an unequal 
nature of our society and you have a deadly mix where the 
radical forces can exploit the situation to target the 
vulnerable youth. The danger of radicalism, thus. 
becomes quite real in such a socio-cultural and political 
milieu. 

Responding to the challenge of youth bulge in a holistic 
and comprehensive manner deserves utmost importance 
as well as urgency. We can learn a lesson or two from the 
countries that have successfully turned this bulge into а 
demographic dividend. Generation Z is robust, energetic 
and clear-headed but equally restless and excited. It is 




















| time we harnessed their potential 
before their energies are squandered 
off to our collective loss. I propose a 
Grand National Dialogue as the way 
forward to bring all important 
stakeholders on one table. The 
agenda must be to work out 
medium- to long-term policies for 
the youth empowerment with a 
strong national consensus 
supporting them. 

The option of a steering committee 
may be considered to serve as the 
linchpin of the dialogue vested with 
the authority to make critical 
decisions. This body can also learn 
from the world’s best practices and 








to spearhead the journey of national development could 
not find the kind of policy focus it so richly deserved. 
Political parties worldwide are the nurseries for the 
political training of the youth from whose ranks emerge 
the generations of leaders that will lead nations in times to 
come. 

Fifthly, the consciousness of our Generation Z has evolved 
in an environment when the state has been confronted 
with a huge challenge of non-state actors of various hues 
and colours that sought to attack the symbols of the state. 
Though Pakistan's story of humbling terrorism and the 
violent non-state actors is indeed inspirational and 
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customize the lessons in our local 
contexts, China is a pertinent example to study as Beijing 
turned its population into a demographic dividend. There 
will still be many missing links that can be bridged but a 
beginning has to be made. The issue of demography is too 
important to be ignored anymore.B] 


The writer, a Chevening scholar, studied International 
Journalism at the University of Sussex. He writes 
regularly for opinion-pages of The News. 

Email: amanatchpk@gmail.com 

Twitter: @Amanat222 
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Informality is considered a cause of low 
productivity and poverty in developing 
economies. It is empirically found that 
development is associated with declining 
informality. 

It is difficult to find a single unanimous definition of 

informality due to conceptual differences, Normally, 

evaders, avoiders and outsiders inrespect of state 
laws and regulations are considered oper 

ating in the informal economy. Evaders аы 3 

















are covered by the law but they do not 
comply with laws and regulations; 
avoiders adjust to remain outside the 
remit of the laws and regulations; 
and outsiders are not covered by 
the laws and regulations. In the 
context of taxation, avoiders are 
taxable persons who adjust 
sales/turnover to keep 
themselves below the tax 
threshold to avoid taxes and 
compliance costs; evaders are 
those taxable persons who are 
legally liable but pay no tax at all; and evaders 
are taxable persons who under-declare sales/turnover 
and/or inflate expenses to reduce taxable income to evade 
taxes. 

Taxation policy has been widely used as an instrument to 
reduce informality, considered crucial to allow economy 
to operate at full employment level, fizzle out underem- 
ployment, wipe out poverty, ensure gender equality and 
stabilize economic growth. Empirical evidence shows that 
workers in the informal economy face higher risk of 
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poverty than those in the formal economy. The working 
conditions in the informal economy are inadequate and 
unsafe, and workers have high illiteracy levels, low skill 
levels and inadequate training opportunities. Therefore, 
the informal economies have higher levels of unemploy- 
ment and underemployment. 
In view of multifaceted nature of informal economy, it is 
not an easy task to reduce its size rather it requires 
vertical integration and coherence across the range of 
policies to curb informality. Pakistan is lower-middle- 
income country typically having a large 
informal sector, very high self- 
employment rates and low 
levels of tax collection. 
Informal economy in the 
country is estimated to be as 
large as size of the formal 
economy. 
The business firms, especially 
small and medium ones, continued 
operating in informal economy 
largely to avoid taxes by keeping 
costs and revenues off the books. 
Such a trend restricts growth of these 
firms in order to keep tax authorities 
away from enforcement measures. Therefore, 
there is an urgency to enhance the size of formal economy 
to correct distortions induced by informality by 
facilitating the firms to get registration under the tax laws. 
This can be achieved by lowering the cost of registration 
and making it easier for the firms to pay taxes and file 
declarations. In order to bring big retailers into formal 
economy, Sales Tax Act, 1990, has been amended to 
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integrate Тіег-1 retailers across the 
country so that the tax 
authorities should obtain 
real-time data of their sales. 
Furthermore, the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) had 
issued Sales Tax General Order 
No.2 of 2022 by which a 
system-based approach has 
been adopted to integrate non- 
Integrated. Tier-1 retailers with 
effect from August 01, 2021. If 
the identified Tier-1 retailers fail 
to integrate by September 15, 
2021, they would be denied credit 
for input tax equal to 60% claimed 
in the Sales Tax return for the 
month of August 2021. 

From the past many years, it is considered that property 
sector in the country is a major destination of all types of 
black money. Under- declaring or mis-declaring the value 
of property in order to avoid taxes has become the norm in 
the country. In certain cases, the declared value of 
property transaction is as low as 20pc of fair market price. 
Such a practice has weakened the efforts of documenting 
the economy. The housing society developers have 
accumulated enormous wealth by adopting 
these tactics and avoiding due tax. The money 
in the property sector is considered as idle 
and counterproductive for economic 
growth. Itis being suggested to induce 
money out of property and channelize it 
towards productive economic sectors 
that would spur economic growth and 
result in reduction of unemployment 
and underemployment. 

Necessary changes are being made 
in Section 68 of the Income Tax 
Ordinance, 2001. The tax 
authorities would not use 
Collector/DC rate as a base to determine 
property value for assessment of tax rather fair 
market price of property would be determined by the 
professional valuers approved by the State Bank of 
Pakistan to be used as tax base. This initiative to 
document the fair market value of property transactions 
is a move in the right direction and requires a must 
implementation to broaden the tax base. This would not 
only generate additional tax revenue for balancing the 
budget but would also document the economy by 
discouraging lending black money in the real estate. 
Further, the government has empowered the commis- 
sioner to issue notices under section 114 of the Income 
Tax Ordinance, 2001, to a taxpayer who has not filed tax 
return for the past ten years. Earlier, the time limitation 
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for issuance of notice under the 
said section was five years. With 
extended tax period, there is 
ample opportunity for tax 
authorities to catch non-filers 
and to recover evaded amount of 
tax. 
In the previous financial year, 
the government attempted to 
document the money by 
imposing withholding tax on 
bank transactions exceeding 
Rs50, 000 per day to bring the 
non-taxpayers and non-filers 
in the tax net. It is because a 
considerable number of persons 
engaged in trading activity are out of tax system. By 
bringing these persons in the tax net, the number of tax 
return-filers can be increased significantly. 
Earlier, the government introduced tax amnesty scheme 
to bring business capital in the tax net. It was expected 
that the amnesty would bring thousands of non-filers in 
the tax net and would yield revenue to the tone of billions 


but the results fell short of expectations. 
Efforts are also being made to enhance the size of formal 


economy by denying the input tax benefits to 
unregistered persons under the sales tax regime. Section 
2 (25) of the Sales Tax Act, 1990, reads that 'a registered 
person means a person who is registered or is liable 
to be registered under this Act provided that 
a person liable to be registered but 

not registered under this Act shall 

not be entitled to any benefit 
available to a registered person 
under any of the provisions of this 
Act or the rules made there under’. 
Thus, not only the registered person 
but also the one who is liable to be 
registered under the Act falls within the 
" purview of ‘registered person. The 
‘proviso’ provided іп the very definition of 
‘registered person’ is an illustration of the 
intention of the legislature to enhance the size 
of formal economy as one of the means 
ed by the legislature to achieve the aim of 


adopt 
bringing as many persons as possible into the formal 
economy and to provide incentives to persons who are 
registered under the Act, while expressly disallowing the 
same to those who fail to do so.) 


The author is serving as Additional Commissioner Inland 
Revenue at Federal Board of Revenue, Pakistan. He can be 
contacted at bilal.hassan&fbr.gov.pk 
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he report tells us that the 
consequences of the current 
global warming crisis are 
largely irreversible. The most we 
can do is to prevent all-out 
ecological collapse. 

One of the more sobering 
findings of the report is that polar and 
mountain glaciers are likely going to continue 
to melt, irreversibly, for decades or centuries 
to come. 
Pakistan has more glaciers outside of the polar 
icecaps than anywhere on earth. The glaciers 
feed one of the oldest and most fertile valleys 
on the planet - that of the Indus Basin, split 
between India and Pakistan. Roughly 75 percent of Pakistan's 
216 million population is settled on the banks of the Indus. 
River. Its five largest urban centres are entirely dependent on 
the river for industrial and domestic water. 

Pakistan has been blessed with regular agricultural cycles 
that have sustained its economy through successive crises. 
However, if the IPCC Report is correct - which it almost 
certainly is - by 2050, the country will be out of water. 
Pakistan is not the only low-income country facing the 
impacts of climate change. It is not alone in looking on 
helplessly as industrialised nations - China and the US being 
the foremost - drag their heels on lowering emissions. 
Pakistan, like the Maldives and many other island nations, will 
suffer from the consequences of global warming dispropor- 
tionately. However, unlike many countries that have taken up 
the issue of global emissions at the UN, Pakistan is not doing 
even the bare minimum to try and secure its future. 

To say that this is the largest security issue the country will 
face in the next few decades would be putting it mildly. No 
other country is as dependent оп поп-роїаг ісе for freshwater 
as Pakistan. No other country stands to lose as much. Yet, 
Pakistan's government seems singularly unaware of the 
looming crisis. It has not even made much effort to meet its 
target of producing 60 percent of its electrical power from 
renewable sources by 2030. At the moment, the country still 
gets well over 60 percent of its electricity from fossil fuels. 
Pakistan is already facing mounting environmental chal- 
lenges. Heatwaves are killing scores of people and impacting 
crop cycles and yields on a regular basis. This year, both its 
largest city Karachi and its capital city Islamabad experienced 
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devastating floods. Furthermore, the 806- 
kilometre (500-mile) Karakoram Highway, 
which is a critical part of CPEC — Pakistan's 
economic corridor with China — was shut 
down multiple times, for multiple days, due 





tion in the area north of Kohistan and south 
of Jaglot. Further north towards Shimshal 
and east towards the Skardu Valley, timber 
mafias are rapidly stripping old-growth 
forests, all but guaranteeing future 
environmental catastrophes. 

Local and international environmental 
experts have long been warning that, without urgent and 
drastic action, things will get worse - both in Pakistan and 
wider South Asia. They have been warning for over a decade 
that Pakistan's glaciers are melting and it is only a matter of 
time before the country runs out of water. Now the IPCC is 
saying the same inno uncertain terms. 

Despite mounting evidence of a growing crisis, however, the 
Pakistani state is refusing to act. 
Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan announced, at the 
beginning of his term in 2018, the Million Tree Plantation 
Drive to counter the effects of ongoing deforestation and 
climate change on the country. This, however, is akin to 
adding a fourth wheel to a tricycle and hoping it will eventu- 
ally transform into a driverless electric car. No amount of new 
tree planting can replace old-growth forests. This is just a 
fact. The ancient alpine and conifer forests quite literally hold 
the ecology of northern Pakistan - its glaciers, rivers, and 
fertile valleys - together. They have taken millennia to grow 
and stabilise. They are irreplaceable. 
Today, Pakistan is facing an existential crisis. The effects of 
climate change are not threatening a single sector or region of 
the country, but the lives and livelihoods of its entire 
population. As this year's IPCC report underlined, we are, 
sadly, already too late to reverse the damage caused by the 
rampant consumption of fossil fuels. The choice we are facing 
now - in Pakistan and around the world - is to continue on a 
path to certain destruction, or start fighting for our collective 
survival. 

The writer is an Assistant Professor of Political Science and 

Environmental Studies at the College of Wooster, Ohio, USA. 
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ents must be logical, relevant, coherent and non-clichéd. 
They should also be strengthened by giving and 
nullifying their counter arguments. 


In Conversation with 


M. Arsalan Gul (FSP) 


21st in Pakistan 
CSS 2020-21 


ahangirs World Times 
МТ): First of all, please 
tell us about your 
educational background, 
Muhammad Arsalan Gul 
(MAG): | did matriculation. 
and FSc from PAF College, 
Sargodha. Then, I did BE in Mechanical 
Engineering from Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
Institute of Engineering Sciences and 
Technology, KP. Afterwards, І worked 
as a trainee in SAP Pakistan for a few 
months. During that period, I changed 
my profession from mechanical 
engineering to data science and did 
few certifications in this field. So, 
when I went to Australia after my 
written exam of CSS, I worked as а data 
analyst at а startup in Sydney. 
JWT: Since you have been allocated 
to Foreign Service of Pakistan (FSP), 
what was the feature of this service 
thatattracted you most? 
MAG: The most important thing about 
FSP is that it gives you the kind of 
exposure that no other group can 
provide. The chance to represent 
Pakistan at the highest bodies of the 
world is very enticing. Also, it is a very 
challenging job considering the ever- 
changing dynamics of region as well as 
the world especially after the 
coronavirus and the Afghan War. So, it 
keeps you in a growing environment to 
remain in sync with the world. 
Moreover, while іп Australia for a year, 
Iinteracted with the Pakistani diaspora 
and got to know their views and what 


they expect from our foreign office. So, ` 


it provided me a good motivation to go 
for FSP as my second choice. 








JWT: What, in your opinion, is the 
key to making a difference in written 
partof CSS exam? 

MAG: Acing the written part of CSS 
exam is a skill and every person has a 
different approach towards it. So, 
create a system that suits you best. In 
order to do that, consider these points: 
1. Self-Assessment. You should know 
what your strengths and weaknesses 


Khrushchev. Then one panellist passed a 
comment that mostpeople don't know what 
is ЧЕ in the name of Kennedy and then 
looked at me and said we don't expect you 
1o answer that but do you know? | said | 
know half answer. And the panelist said, 
‘Not the ohn’ half.” And we all bursted into 
laughter. Itwas a good moment to ease off 
the tension in the room. The rest of the 
interview wentsmoothiy. 





WT Editorial Board 





are regarding the CSS exam, e.g. what 
is your study habit, can you study for 
8-10 hours daily, can you transfer 
your thoughts into a well written 
paragraph in English language, etc. 

2. Making notes is a good practice to 
consolidate all the data regarding a 
specific topic. 

3. Quoting references from recently 
published books, journals, reports, etc, 
4, Instead of cramming every 
recommended book, try to think in 
terms of Why, What and How of a topic 
to develop your analytical skills. 

5. Doalot of written practice to get the 
required confidence 

6. Take mock exams as it is of 
paramount importance to nullify your 
anxiety that may overpower you and 
lead you to failure. 

7. Hard work 

JWT: Generally, compulsory subjects 
are considered low-scoring, what 
was your strategy for these? 

MAG: | adopted a 5-point strategy in 
this regard: 

1. Tackling the hard stuff first, i.e. 
English ау, Précis & Composition 
and Islamiat. 

2. Getting essays evaluated and 
working on mistakes thereof. 

3. Not letting English Composition 
Paper get on my nerves, Preparing for 
all the components rather than just 
Précis. 

4. Studying Islamiat from different, 
Original sources. Quoting ayats in 
Arabic. 

5. For Current Affairs and Pakistan 
Affairs, aspirants should first get the 
timeline of events for a specific topic. 
No need to memorize it, Just get the 





_ Www.Jworldtimes.com November 2021 


— 


background knowledge necessary to 
understand the current events in that 
domain. Then, start working on 
Implications, Reasons, Way Forwards 
of disputes, etc, 

JWT: How answers should be 
written to get maximum marks? 
MAG: The following strategy can be 
fruitful in this regard: 

1, Your answers (in all subjects) 
should be properly structured with 
introduction, body and conclusion. 

2, Introduction should hit the target in 
first few lines. Write in simple and plain 
terms the basic theme of your answer 
in first few lines of the introduction. 
Don't focus too much on history. 
3.*Self-explanatory headings are the 
key as these facilitate the examiner. 

4. Arguments must be logical, relevant, 
coherent and non-clichéd. They 
should also be strengthened by giving 
and nullifying their counter 
arguments. 

JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

MAG: The general rule is to write 5-6 
pages for a 20-mark question. Since 
you have very limited time at your 


disposal, try to complete an answer in 
35 minutes, If you think time is 
running out, give most solid 
arguments first. y 

JWT: How a new aspirant should 
starthis/her preparations? 

MAG: A new aspirants needs to adopt 
the following strategy: 

1. Start with getting some general and 
background knowledge. 

2. Assess your strengths and 
weaknesses in terms of subjects. 

З. Identify your strongest and weakest 
subject without any preparation. 

4. Formulate a mental plan to divide 
time till the commencement of CSS 
exam. 

5, Start slow and gradually gain pace. 
6. Find some mentors; they can be 
really helpful in the start. 

7. If it's your first attempt, prepare like 
it's your last and there are none left. 
Мутірзоп 

Selectionofoptional subjects 

The basic rule to choose optional 
subjects is to put each subject to test 
based on these three conditions: 

1. Educational background. If you 
have bachelors in Political Science, opt 
for it. For Engineers, І would suggest 


Biography and Details 





Your inspiration My brother 





Attempts. 01 





Qualification 


B.E Mechanical Engineering 





Alma mater GIKI 





Schooling medium — |English 





Your study schedule 
two months 


2-3 hours daily during academy; 8-10 hours daily in last 





Your sources 


Recommended books, research papers, internet 
resources, credible journals, general books on history 
and politics, magazines 





Group preferences 


1. PAS 2. FSP 3. PSP 





Why FSP? 


Opportunity to work both in the field and in the highest 
echelons of policymaking. 





Hobbies 


Reading books, playing football 





Fave personality 


Holy Prophet (PBUH) 





Fave book 


The Infinite Game by Simon Sinek 





Fave quote 


"Victory belongs to the most persevering.” — Napoleon 





Secret of your 
success 


feedback 


Getting to know my shortcomings before the actual 
'exams by repeated attempts of written questions and 
essay, and then improving myself in the light of the 





Your role model 








Muhammad Ali Jinnah 











www.jworldtimes.com November 2021 





considering mathematics at the start. 
2, Interest. If you don't feel a little bit 
of interest in a subject, don't go for it. 
3. Availability of teacher. This means 
that do you have someone who can 
check your questions and give you a 
feedback. If not, it's better to go with 
other subjects. 

Notes-making 

1. Try to consolidate data on one topic, 
Le. all events, sources and every bit of 
info regarding that topic on 2-3 pages. 
‘This will help you in revision during 
mock tests and actual 

2, Include quotations and other 
relevant information at the top of the 
paper, in this way you will remember 
them. 

3.Keep updating them. 

Revision 

Revision should be done on a regular 
basis, From January onwards, all the 
time must be dedicated to revision. Bj 
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Afghanistan is considered a gateway to 
Central Asia, South Asia and the Middle 
East. It is due to this reason that this 
country holds a unique and important. 
position in international politics. 
However, this significance has also boen a 
curse for this country as it was attacked 
multiple times by world's great powers ~ 
the latest being in the form of the US-led 
war on terrorism. But, it is also an 
indubitable fact that none of them could 
control this country, making ita proverbial 
"Graveyard of Empires’. 





lunders that Foretold / American Defeat in Afghanistan 





After a 20-year-long war, the United States has 
left Afghanistan defeated and humiliated, as in 
the words of General Mark Milley, chairman of 
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff: "It is clear, it is 
obvious to all of us, that the war [in Afghani- 
stan] did not end on the terms we wanted, with 
the Taliban in power in Kabul." Calling the war a strategic 
failure, during a committee hearing about the US troop 
pullout from Afghanistan and the chaotic evacuation from 
the capital Kabul, Gen Milley said, "It wasn't lost in the last 
20 days or even 20 months ... There's a cumulative effect to 
a series of strategic decisions that go way back." 

In the following write-up, we will try to find out eight 
blunders that the United States committed in Afghanistan 
and how they contributed to humiliating defeat that the 
world's sole superpower has faced. 

1. The United States joined the chronic regional political 
wrangling by becoming a part of proxy wars between India 
and Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia and Iran, in utter ignorance 
of what British historians have enumerated as a cause of 
failure in Afghanistan. The US sought to give greater role to 
India so as to prevent Pakistan and China from gaining an 
influence in this country. Obviously, policymakers from 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and China could not afford an 
opportunity to the United States and its allies to work 
against their interests. So, Afghanistan became a hodge- 
podge of interests of regional country and war on terror 
turned into a war of interests. 

2. The second blunder was made at the time of the forma- 
tion of the Afghan government with Hamid Karzai as its 
head. This step virtually left Pashtuns, who are around 42% 
in Afghanistan's population, out of the corridors of power. 
When minority rules the majority, the results are always 
catastrophic as did happen in the case of Afghanistan where 
most Pashtuns supported the Taliban. 

3. Americans also ignored the sovereignty-related issues of 
the Afghan government, despite repeated warnings by 
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Afghan Presidents Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani. Initially, 
NATO commander and later US commander were consid- 
ered de facto rulers of Afghanistan. This is what became 
problematic for the Afghan community who didn't trust 
their government. 

4. The fourth blunder is related to the training of the 
Afghan army that completely ignored their basic issues of 
literacy and professional command. Moreover, Afghan 
army, like the Afghan government, was taken from the 
minority segments of Afghan population. 

5. Americans also utterly failed to own the ordinary 
Afghans at the grassroots level. They roped in tribal sardars 
and warlords of which common Afghans were wary. 

6. A serious lack of proper planning and policymaking for 
sustainable peace in Afghanistan also contributed to US' 
defeat. Instead of respecting and adhering to the cultural 
norms of the locals populaces, the US resorted to honour 
the liberal and secular voices - they listened to what they 
wanted. 

7. Seventh major blunder of the United States was not 
taking Afghanistan's neighbouring countries on board for 
the broader spectrum of regional peace and order on the 
same footing. American interest in Afghanistan was not 
based on a win-win exposition rather it sought to dominate 
neighbouring countries particularly Iran, Pakistan and 
China. 

8. Last but not least, the United States failed to make 
Afghanistan economically independent from the donors as 
around 75% of the Afghan economy was dependent on 
American aid and that from donors under US influence.B] 





The writer is an author of The Reforms. He is serving as a 
Strategic & Administrative Adviser at a CPEC-based 
project in Islamabad. He is also a member of Anti-Drug 


Task Force Punjab. 
mianmajidS82@gmail.com 
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INTERVIEW 


ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, 

Please tell us about your educational 

background? 

Faisal Imran (ЕМ): Since I hail from a village 

in District Okara, I got my education till 

matriculation from a local government 
school. Later on, I did FSc from Sahiwal. Subsequently, I 
managed to secure an admission to FC College, Lahore, 
from where I did BA (Hons.) in Political Science. Getting 
into FC College helped me develop a strong penchant 
for reading and concomitant co- and extracurricular 
activities. It was during my last year at 
University that I got attracted towards 
civil services and started preparing 
for the competitive exams. 






JWT: How much helpful did you 
find Jahangirs World Times 
(JWT) in your preparation for 
PMSexam? 

ЕМ: There is no denying the fact that 

availability of right kind of reading material goes along 
way in helping one do well in the competitive exams. I 
must confess that I have been a regular reader of JWT 
magazine, and it assisted me in my preparation in a 
number of ways; ranging from widening my knowledge 
base to improving my analytical skills. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to getting 
through compulsory papers of PMS exam, especially 
that of General Knowledge? 

FM: Given my experience and long journey of 
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Advice for fresh aspirants 


The journey of competitive exams 
demands hard work, persistence, 
perseverance, patience and humility. if you 
prepare honestly, you will, surely, be 
crowned with success. 


JWT Editorial Board 


competitive exams, 1 would say that one must pick 
around 20 most important questions/areas in a 
subject, and then prepare those thoroughly. One 
should also write answers to those questions within 
the time limit - in exam setting - and get them 
evaluated from a sincere mentor to figure out flaws 


and make requisite improvement. 


JWT: How answers should be written to get 
maximum marks in the written partof PMS exam? 
FM: Competitive exams are all about written. The 
examiner is going to assess а candidate based on what 
he/she has produced on the answer 
sheet. Therefore, the key to scoríng 
well is having a good written 
expression; being relevant to the 
topic; giving self-explanatory 
headings and, most importantly, 
reflecting nuanced and incisive 
understanding of the issue under 
consideration. 















JWT: How did you structure your Essay? | 
FM: І scored 55 in Essay paper іп С55-2016 and 66 іп 


CSS-2018. My approach towards essay entails writing 
an outline in the form of self-explanatory sentences, 
avoiding ambiguity, vagueness and sweeping 
statements, while being very relevant and logical. 
Furthermore, writing a well-articulated and coherent 
introduction increases the prospects of an essay being 
awarded good marks. 


In Conversation with 


Faisal Imran 


іп Punjab, 
РМ$ 2020-21 
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JWT: Since you have scored 
excellent marks in optional 
subjects, what was your strategy 
for these papers? 

FM: The reason I managed to score 
well in these papers is that 1 
attempted questions from past 
papers of these subjects repeat- 
edly. It gave me enough confidence, 
increased my writing speed, and 
helped in enriching my expression 
as well. 


JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

FM: There are no hard and fast 
rules here. One must make sure 
that all the aspects of a question 
have been addressed satisfactorily. 
However, answers shouldn't be 
prolonged unnecessarily as it often 
proves counterproductive. Adding 
extra sheets just for the sake of it is 
always inadvisable. 


JWT: Is it better to attempt 
optional papers in Urdu or one 
should go with English only? 

FM: It is purely a personal choice. 
However, since competitive exams 
look for the level of proficiency in 
English, going with Urdu may not be 
a good idea. 





JWT: How one should choose 
Optional Subjects? 

FM: Optional subjects should be 
Chosen based on one's interest, 
academic background and 
overlapping of content with other 
subjects. Rumours pertaining to 
scoring trend ought not to be taken 
at their face value. 


JWT: Who deserves the credit for 
your success? 

FM: Mr Abaid Shah, my friend- 
cum-brother and mentor, deserves 
all the credit for my success. He 
remained a source of consistent 
support and encouragement. 





JWT: As interviewers usually grill 
theinterview candidates, how did 
you manage the situation? 

FM: It goes without saying that 
performing well in interview is a big 
challenge. However, I practiced a lot 
prior to my interview in the form of 
mock interviews with my friends. 
That made me feel calm, poised and 
confident on the day of interview. I 
kept my cool, despite dropping a 
couple of questions. Being fluent in 
English and giving structured 
answers really helped me in scoring 
well іп interview. В) 
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Your inspiration Sir Shahid Rasheed, Founder of Zaawiyah scorer „ы 
teacher at Forman Christian College . . Subject Marks 
Attempts 02 [Compulsory Subjects 
Schooling medium | Urdu [English Essay | що 
Your qualification. BA (Hons.) n 69 
Alma mater Forman Christian College vm 
Your study schedule | 8-10 hours a day : Genet Knowledge 2 
Your sources. Books, magazines and YouTube ar Тап Affairs _ 69 
Your hobbies Reading and playing cricket Pakistan Ай 69 
Your strength Hard work and consistency Islamic Studies 
Fave personality Dr Ruth Pfau | Optional Subjects 
Fave book My Experiments With Truth by MK Gandhi Political science 143 
Fave quote "Success is not final; failure is not fatal: itis the courage 10 Philosophy 142 
continue that counts." — Winston Churchill Punjabi 148 
Secret of your success| Hard work and belief in myself Total Written |817 
Your role model My father Viva Voce 160.4 
Grand Total |977 
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Has the watchdog become a weapon of coercion? 


On October 21, at the conclusion of its three-day plenary meeting, th 
combat financing of terrorism and money laundering — unanimously decided to keep Pakistan on its 
still did not meet the “strategically important” condition about nominating entities and individual 


Financial Action Task Force (РАТЕ) — the global body working to 
grey list, saying that Islamabad 
Is, who should be put on the UN list 


of terror outfits and persons. Although the watchdog ruled out the possibility of blacklisting the country as it had implemented the 
majority of the conditions, it asserted that Pakistan needs to further demonstrate that investigations and prosecutions are being 
pursued against the senior leadership of UN-designated terror groups 


hhas become almost a routine now that the 
Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (ҒАТЕ) 
» praises Pakistan for its hard work to meet the 
criteria to come out of its so-called grey list 
but, at the same time, keeps the country's 
status unchanged. This saga was repeated on 
October 21 when the FATF announced that 
Pakistan will remain on its increased monitoring list, also 
called the grey list. This all 
happened at a time when there 
were great expectations in 
Islamabad that the country 
would be taken out of the grey 
list as it has met almost all 
conditions. 
Announcing the decision, FATF 
President Dr Marcus Pleyer said 
that Pakistan had to complete 4 
two concurrent action plans with 
a total of 34 items. "It has now 
addressed or largely addressed 
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30 of the items," he said, adding that of the 27 action 
points agreed under the June 2018 plan, 26 had been 
implemented - a position that remained unchanged since 
then. Although four out of the seven action plan items are 
now addressed or largely addressed, the remaining 
condition of the June 2018 planis the most crucial one. 
The FATF announcement read: “Pakistan should continue 
to work to address its other strategically important 
AML/CFT [anti-money laundering and terrorist financing] 
deficiencies, namely by 
providing evidence that it 
actively seeks to enhance the 
impact of sanctions beyond its 
jurisdiction by nominating 
additional individuals and 
entities for designation at the 
UN.” 

It added that Islamabad should 
demonstrate an increase in 
money laundering investiga- 
tions and prosecutions and that 
proceeds of crime continue to be 
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restrained and confiscated in line 
with the country's risk profile, 
including working with foreign 
counterparts to trace, freeze and 
confiscate assets. 
Although FATF President said that 
the entire process of scrutiny and 
assessment was on technical 
parameters, and there was no 
element of bias iniit, the perception in 
Pakistan that India in particular, and 
Western nations in general, have 
been applying pressure on Islamabad 
through the FATF/APG forum is not 
wrong. We have seen the watchdog 
move the goalposts away in recent 
months. The statements from India to this effect confirm 
these perceptions. This perception is further augmented 
by the fact that some nations were let off the hoo 
k in the past for doing far less than what 
Pakistan accomplished in the drive to control 
illicit flows of money over the last three 
years. 
Western nations and India are pressuring 
Pakistan through the FATF forum to target 
eight groups - the Afghan Taliban, 
Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), Haqqani 
Network, Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Falah-e- 
Insaniyat Foundation, al-Qaeda and 
Islamic State. These demands have 
become unrealistic in essence, 
because some of these entities and 
their leaders are, interestingly, now part of the 
interim Afghan government. That makes it impossible 
for Pakistan to move against them. The FATF is being used 
to pressure Pakistan to tame some of the militant and 
proscribed outfits that are out of its de jure reach. 
How can Islamabad prevail over Tehrik-e-Taliban 
Afghanistan, Al Qaeda and ISIS, and many of their 


Iwas no secret that India had 
been trying 


lo ensure Pakist 

















affiliates who are on the run and do 
not maintain books with any 
accredited institution in Pakistan? 
So, keeping Pakistan іп the grey list is 
indubitably disappointing. That this 
decision seems to be more politically 
motivated than on actual merits is 
evident. It is no coincidence that the 
Indian foreign minister released a 
statement asserting that the 
Narendra Modi government had 
ensured Pakistan remained on the 
grey list, vindicating Pakistan's long- 
standing stance on “India's negative 
role" in the global financial 
watchdog. 
The good point, nonetheless, is that Pakistan is complying, 
and has every intention to come out of the woods. Federal 
Minister Hammad Azhar hopes Pakistan would complete 
the required process in a couple of months, and stand out 
uprightly. Reports testify Pakistan has smartly put 
its house in order, convicted more than 150 
people in money-laundering, and 
come down hard on terror 
financing channels - an aspect 
acknowledged by FATF and 
international donors. This 
progression was more than enough to 
take the country off the grey list, but it 
seems perceptual enigmas prevail at 
times. FATF members must recognise 
that Pakistan officially calls for acting 
against flight of capital, and advocates a 
mechanism to curb such a tendency. 
Pushing Pakistan to the wall with a hidden 
agenda is regrettable. FATF should take note 
of its loud thinking. В] 


The writer is a student at UMT, Lahore. 





Turkey's Inclusion 
In this plenary, the FATF also added Turkey to its grey list, citing the country's failure to 


avert money laundering. The РАТЕ head Dr Pleyer told a news conference that Turkey, Y 


the largest to be downgraded, needs to address “serious issues of supervision" in its 
banking and real estate sectors, and with gold and precious stones dealers, He said that 
an assessment was carried out on Turkey in 2019 which outlined serious issues 
regarding money laundering and terror financing, "Turkey has made progress in some 
areas, but issues remain,” he said, adding that it needed to show it is effectively 
addressing money laundering cases and terror financing. 

In response to this move, Turkey's government took exception to the group's decision, 
calling it unfair and an “undeserved result,” given all of its compliance work. However, 
‘Ankara insisted that it will work closely with the organisation to address its concemns in à 
bid to come out of the “unwarranted ist within the shortest time.” 

Despite coordination studies, putting our country on the grey list has created a result 
that is unwarranted," Turkish Treasury and Finance Ministry said in a statement. The 
government "wil continue to take necessary steps in cooperation with РАТЕ and all 
related institutions and make sure that our country emerges from this listing that it does 
notdeserve as soon аз possible,” the statement read, 
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he mind-boggling, meteoric rise 
of East Asia over the past five 
decades is well known to the 
entire world. Enviable track record 
| of several economies of this 
region in sustaining rapid growth 
and alleviating poverty has been 
well documented by various multilateral 
organizations such as the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank and the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development. 
Lesser developed states, like Pakistan, can 
learn many lessons from the success stories 
of East Asian countries. The major growth 
engine of the East Asian economies was 
export-oriented manufacturing. The 
productivity growth of these economies was 
based on scientific and technological 
advancements which resulted in innovative 
outputs for the global consumers, ergo 
premium for them in the international 
markets. Innovation-led growth has, in fact, 
played a pivotal role in the development of 
many states in East Asia such as South Korea 
and Singapore. 

For low- and middle-income countries, like 
Pakistan, that have varied institutional, 
technological and firm-level capacities, 
"innovation" entails not only the invention of 
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Technological innovation is closely linked with any nation's human development, 
economic growth, industrialization, entrepreneurialism and modernization. Not only 
these, itis also essential for the defence of a country. Economic thought of the last 
several decades has, therefore, stressed upon all nations to indulge into an 
incessant quest for technological innovation. There is a strong realization in most 
modern societies that technological innovation can play a pivotal role in 
improving quality of life of their citizens, national competitiveness, 
and their internal and external security. Progress through 
innovation is also prescribed as the solution to many 
of the problems caused by technological 
innovation itself such as environmental 

issues, vehicular accidents or М 
industrial effluents. Resultantly, 
we see almost all countries of 
the world, irrespective of 
their levels of economic 
development, 4 
dedicating atleast 27 
some of their 247 
resources to g% 
innovation. 
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new products and processes at the Industry 4.0 frontier 
but also the diffusion and adoption of existing technolo- 
gies or practices. These more basic forms of innovation 
can yield big payoffs in the relatively poorer countries. 
Pakistan underperforms on several key measures of 
innovation such as government and business expenditure 
onresearch and development, grant of patents, number of 
full-time researchers in science and technology sectors 
and that of research articles published in quality journals 
in the fields of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. The number of firms in Pakistan engaging in. 
any type of innovative activity is miniscule, to say it 
mildly. 

There are several reasons for low technological and 
innovative capabilities of the Pakistani industry. 
Innovation is costly and risky, and the results of 
innovative activity may come with a long lag. All these 
factors act as prohibitive forces stifling innovation in 
Pakistan. Moreover, Pakistani firms lack requisite 
information on the technologies that may transform their 
productivity. They also face uncertainty regarding the 
returns the use of these technologies offers. The capacity 
of the Pakistani firms to innovate is also constrained due 
to inadequate management capabilities and low 
workforce skills. Besides this, 
businesses in Pakistan often lack 
access to external financing for 
technology adoption or carrying 
out broader innovation projects. 
Pakistani policymakers need to 
reorient innovation policy to а | 
focus on incentivizing and 
encouraging the local firms to 
simply start innovating. It is the 
broad adoption and diffusion of 
the existing technologies - not 
only invention of new ones - that 
will determine the pace of 
economic growth and productivity in Pakistan in the 
coming years. The industrial cooperation component 
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
has opened up an unprecedented window of 
opportunity for Pakistan to leapfrog апа catchup 
technologically with China, the country that is 

now becoming a fast-growing innovative 
economy. Many Chinese companies are 
expected to relocate to the nine special 
economic zones being established in 

Pakistan under the CPEC project. 
Pakistani firms can learn from their 
Chinese counterparts and start 
innovating for producing competitive 
products for the international 
markets, 
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A technology- and innovation-oriented industrial policy 
will benefit Pakistan in many ways. 

Firstly, the chronic current account deficit can be 
overcome. By selling innovative products in the foreign 
markets, Pakistan can earn a hefty amount of valuable 
foreign exchange through a substantial increase in its 
exports. 

Secondly, the semi-skilled and skilled labour in the 
Pakistani economy will get employment which will 
enhance the overall growth of the country and will effect a 
fallin poverty levels. 

Thirdly, the knowledge infrastructure of the country will 
redesign itself to produce cutting-edge research for the 
industrial needs, which will, in turn, imprcve the human 
capital in Pakistan that may allow entrepreneurship to 
flourish. 

Finally, Pakistan can achieve sustainable economic growth 
that will help the country develop and improve the overall 
living standards of its population. 

Innovation can surely lead Pakistan towards prosperity. 
To begin with, industries in traditionally strong sectors 
such as textiles and agriculture can be chosen for policy 
intervention from the state. Gradually, other sectors, such 
as medium tech engineering and pharmaceuticals, can be 
brought under the scope of 
innovation, changing Pakistan's 
economic structure and propelling 
the county towards prosperity and 
wealth creation.) 


The writes is a student at Aitchison 
College, Lahore. 
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The dynamics of regional 
cooperation has a wider role to 
play for peace, development and 
cooperation in the world. Intra- 
regional cooperation creates 
catalytic impact in addressing 
the recent challenges of poverty, 
development and terrorism. In 
the context of Afghanistan, 
regional cooperations like the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), 
Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO), Central Asia 
Regional Economic Cooperation 
(CAREC), and the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
are positive ways to strengthen 
the economic growth and 
Stability in a situation when the 
country is inflamed by constant 
insurgency. 
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ince the US withdrawal 

from Afghanistan after a 

long war spanning 

around two decades, the 

situation in this war- 

тауадей country has 

changed rapidly. The 
world is still amazed at the manner 
and pace with which the Afghan 
Taliban have gained control over the 
entire Afghanistan - without any 
bloodshed and in a short period of 
time. From the initial actions taken 
by the interim Taliban government 
and the announcements it made 
immediately after taking over the 
country — e.g. announcement of a 
general amnesty and some other 
steps that helped prevent the chaos - 
it seems that, unlike in the past, the 
attitude of the Taliban has softened. 
That is a good omen for peace in this 
country. A peaceful Afghanistan 
offers a lot of opportunities for the 
economic development of this part 
of the world. Seeing these opportu- 
nities, China has announced 
financial assistance for Afghanistan. 
Pakistan has also sent relief goods 


45 


M. Usman Butt 
there їп а spirit of goodwill, which 
will surely bring relief to the peop), 


there. E 
For the first time since 1973, 


Afghanistan has a government that 
controls the whole of the country, 
China and Russia have openly 
supported the Taliban as it is in their 
interest to help them and to bail 
them out in the current difficult 
situation. Pakistan, too, has 
persistently urged the world to give 
Taliban time to install a government 
and run the country in a smooth 
manner. Pakistan has the potential to 
achieve peace and stability in the 
region. In the past, some movements 
in China, Russia and Pakistan һауе 
supported the Taliban, but now they 
are assuring that Afghanistan's 
territory will not be used against any 
country. This situation will also 
benefit Pakistan as it will be able to 
strike gas deals with Central Asian 
countries and, above all, the China- 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
project. It's a golden opportunity and 
we need to take advantage of it 
wisely. 
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Although the Taliban government has, 
pefore it, huge challenges on both 
external and internal fro 
nts, the most 
formidable is an 
economy that is on 
the verge of collapse. 
The country's 
economy was already 
extremely fragile, 
heavily dependent оп 
aid — a nation is 
considered aid- 
dependent when 10% 
more of its gross 
domestic product (GDP) comes from foreign aid; in 
Afghanistan's case, about 40% of its СОР was international 
aid, according to the World Bank. 

When it became clear that the Taliban would gain control 
of Kabul, Western powers, including the United States and 
Germany, suspended foreign aid to the country. 

The US Federal Reserve has "frozen" all of Afghanistan's 
foreign exchange reserves in its hands, amounting to 
some $7 billion. While intended to block misuse of these 
funds by the Taliban, this action also means that 
Afghanistan's central bank has no ability to manage 

the exchange rate by trading its dollar and other 
reserves for the local currency, potentially 


both direct support to 
the Afghan budget 
and high-priority 
development projects such as basic 
public health and rural development. 
The Asian Development Bank also 
has suspended disbursements. 
So, meeting the basic needs of the Afghan 
people is a huge challenge for the Taliban 
and combating it is not possible without external 
cooperation. China, Russia and Pakistan should 
help them in every possible way. China's interests 
are more related to Afghanistan than Pakistan, the 
success of OBOR and CPEC project is linked to peace and 
stability in Afghanistan. China has played a good role in 
tackling the current difficult situation by announcing 
$300 million in aid to Afghanistan. This will bring some 
relief to the Afghan people. 
Afghanistan can also harness its potential as the “heart of 
Asia” and connect the South and Central Asian regions. 
The five Central Asian countries have been isolated to the 
south by war-torn Afghanistan, to the east by rough 
terrain with nearly impassable mountains, and to the west 
by Iran, making engagement with South Asia both 
implausible and difficult. And though connecting the 
regions completely would be a lengthy process 
requiring the expansion and improvement of 
infrastructure across Afghanistan, achieving it 


leading to a collapse of the afghani, a Importance of would unlock opportunities for all: for 
plunging exchange rate and hyperinfla- Regional Afghanistan, building infrastructure to 
tion. cooperation for integrate the regions would stimulate 
The International Monetary Fund Afghanistan the country's fragile economy; and for 
(IMF) has similarly frozen the 


Afghan government's access to 
IMF resources (its so-called 
Special Drawing Rights, or 
SDR), which otherwise 
could have been 
deployed to help 
manage both the 
balance of payments 
and the government 
finances. The SDRs 
include Afghanistan's $450 
million share from the global 
IMF quota increase in response 
to Covid, which countries are 
supposed to have access to automat- 
ically. 

Along with other donors such as 
Germany, the World Bank has stopped all 
disbursements of its own resources and 
donor-contributed Afghanistan Reconstruction 
Trust Fund money to Afghanistan — including 


member states. 
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The motive of regional cooperation is to 
strengthen its goals of economic, social and cultural 
relations at an unprecedented level by the developing 
countries. Over the years, Afghanistan's security situation has 
been intensified with rising violence and an effort to overcome the 
conflict, the government has adopted various mechanisms with the help of 
international community for establishing stability. The concept of regional 
cooperation is based on the policy coordination and cooperation among the 


South and Central Asian countries, 
doing so would not only increase 
regional engagement but also 
serve their economic 
interests and open up 
access to new markets. 
Such infrastructure 
would increase trade 


In the light of Afghanistan's situation regional cooperation can bring forth lot of | and the flow of people 
productive endeavours in order to improve the prevailing situation through апа ideas between 
cooperation. At this standpoint, ів important to review how Afghanistan's 
regional cooperation has actually provided novel path of 
development and to what extent did the regional cooperation in 
economic, security, political and cultural domains is 
contributing for the growth and stability. In recent 
years, regional cooperation has constituted in 
‘adding new dimensions in the process of. 
sustainable economic growth and 
has created opportunities in 
establishing a shared 
regional identity for 
Afghanista 


both regions — and the 
additional flow would 
stimulate innovation, job 
creation, and economic 
growth. Regional connectivity is 
also crucial to harnessing the 
economic potential of South and 
Central Asia's youth bulge; the median 

age in both regions is 27.6 years old. Given 
these potential benefits, South and Central 
Asian countries have a strong incentive to 
partner in support of a stable, peaceful and 


n. 
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democratic Afghanistan. 
Energy infrastructure projects are already underway to 
connect the regions: The Central Asia-South Asia 
Electricity Transmission Project (CASA-1000) will send 
surplus hydropower in Central Asia to communities in 
South Asia, while the Turkmenistan- 
Afghanistan-Pakistan Power 
Interconnection Project 
will help support 
power trade among 

the parties and the 
Turkmenistan- 
Afghanistan-Pakistan- 
India (TAPI) gas pipeline 


will run gas throughout the ч 
Participating countries. А 
тоге comprehensive project, bs 


the Central Asia Regional {2- 
Economic Cooperation Program, Xe 


brought together eleven countries * 
across Central, South, and East Asia to ee 
promote development. But new road and - 
railway infrastructure will be essential to 

open corridors and maximize the benefits of 
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regional connectivity. 
All five Central Asian countries аге landlocked and, in а 
geographical sense, partially surrounded by two major 
powers: Russia and China. Economically, too, Central Asia 
is surrounded: Russia and China tend to dominate the 
region's imports and exports. Creating land corridors 
through Afghanistan would give the Central Asian 
countries access to Iran in one direction and to Pakistan, 
India, and the greater Indo-Pacific region in another. 
Doing so would also provide Central Asia with 
alternatives to its inefficient and expensive routes 
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і vess the global market and overcome 
through China to access the gl ie aut vans 


both its isolation and its dependence on 
Regional connectivity would also help restart Afghani- 


stan's fragile economy, most notably s dd 
Afghanistan to the region's largest marke! ез d 
Improved infrastructure would offer ae i le 
opportunity to trade an array of goods via land 
routes that are more cost efficient than existing 
air routes. The economic links that come with 
new infrastructure would also encourage 
South and Central Asian countries to 
engage with Afghanistan through both the 
public and private sectors. Private-sector 
engagement could increase investment in 
Afghanistan, while public-sector engagement 
could encourage governments to incorporate 
Afghanistan into regional programming and 
multilateral initiatives such as the US- 
Central Asia platform 
C541. 
Pakistan, too, 
would benefit from a 
peaceful Afghanistan. 
A direct land route to 
Central Asia through 
Afghanistan would 
provide Pakistan a more 
efficient and convenient 
alternative to its current routes 
through Iran or China. With this 
connection, Pakistan would be able 
to access new markets for its goods 
and strengthen ties with its Muslim- 
majority neighbours—two opportunities 
that are key to fulfilling a pillar of its 
2025 vision, which aims to modernize 
transportation infrastructure and 
greater regional connectivity, along with 
the countrys goal of refocusing its 
foreign policy around geoeconomics. 
Pakistan could, for instance, leverage its 
Strong agriculture sector to provide 
short-term food relief to Turkmenistan, 
where the Covid-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated an existing food crisis. This exchange would 
lay the foundations Гог а long-term partnership. 
Afghanistan can leverage its strategic geopolitical 
position to not only begin to rebuild its economy but also 
to help the region achieve greater prosperity. Yet that only 
underscores the need for countries in the region to 
prioritize the task of crafting consensus for peace in 
Afghanistan, a necessary condition to harness this 
untapped potential. Bj 





The writer is a member of staff. 
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Shamshad Ahmad’s book stands out as a thorough and 
stimulating study of Pakistan's foreign policy that 
combines a diplomat's experience with academic 
discourse. Itis nota chronology of major developments in 


Pakistan's interaction with the rest of the world. BOOKISH: 





Dr Hasan Askari Rizvi; PhD (U. Penn.) 
Professor Emeritus (PU, Lahore) 
Former Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab 








"Pakistan's Foreign Policy Dilemma: A Perennial Quest for 
Survival" offers a comprehensive overview drawing upon 
the author's vast experience and insights acquired as a 
distinguished and well-respected Pakistani diplomat. 


Riaz Mohammad Khan | 
Former Foreign Secretary 
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MINISTERIAL 


DUTIES 


A rucksack of Co nve nt | 0 n S Mawra Raja 


Practically, Conventions work together as a cluster of high moral 
standards for senior government machinery to abide by. The first to 
stand out is the confidence principle. Under it, the government is 
expected to get its proposal through the Commons and Lords 
usually in the form of a Bill. In so doing, it has to watch out for 
rejection on its major policies, typically those related to expendi- 
ture, taxation and manifesto undertakings. If, for whatever reason, a govern- 
ment loses the majority legislative support, it is pushed out of office by a 
motion of no confidence. The follow-up two weeks are spent looking for a 
political party with command of the House. In its absence, a call for early 
general election is made - hitting the public pocket hard—position that is a 
recent fixture broughtup by the Fixed Term Parliament Act, 2011. 
The second is the confidentiality principle. It deters ministers from giving away 
government secrets. Both incumbent and outgoing ministers are caught by it. 
Strictly speaking, retired ministers are not allowed to disclose Cabinet discus- 
sions for as long as ten years since their resignation as clearly set out in 
Attorney General v Jonathon Cape (1976). 
The third is the unanimity principle. It requires government to speak up with 
one voice on matters of utmost importance. It extends to taking united position 
on policies in the parliament and the public. Ministers are duty-bound to vote 
in favour of a policy going through the legislative houses. Sitting quiet is taken 
as a blatant breach and is treated with irresistible calls for immediate resigna- 
tion, with final call by the PM. In the public gaze, they have to give supporting 
statements about the government proposals to bridge the democratic deficit. 
This enjoins them to exercise their freedom of expression to resonate with the 
overall philosophy of the 
government except in two 
situations: One is where 
difference of opinion, due to 
fear of internal crumbling, is 
authorized by the PM. An 
example from 2016 is David 
Cameron's suspension of the 
cabinet consensus over 
referendum on the continuing 
membership of European 
Union, despite his campaign for 
‘stay’. The other is when the 
government has not taken a policy 
position and has left it to the 
individual ministers to condemn or 
condone the issue. 


76 


The story of what the British 
ministers must do starts out with 


conventions, in the absence of any 


tutory guidance on the same. 
tional | 


stat 
Conventions are constitu 
rules of behaviour for Her Majesty 
the Queen, the Prime Minister and 
the government. They have a 
binding force in the absence of a 
statute due to the distressing 
resignation and unwanted 
dishonour they force on 
politicians. This is the position 
despite their unenforceability by 
the British courts. The judiciary, at 
the most, is constrained to confirm 
their existence if a doubt is ever 
cast as set out in Re Amendment to 
the Constitution of Canada case 
(1981). In fact, as a rule of thumb, 
they cannot be used by the 
judiciary as a wheel for assessing 
the probity of ministerial conduct. 
Even as a last resort, the judges 
cannot invoke them for ministerial 
resignation. This is pursuant to the 
fact that the prime minister is the 
final arbiter of political choices: an 
understanding that is mindful of 
institutional separation of powers 


but keeps ministers out of judicial 
oversight. 
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n addition, individual ministers owe certain character 
nd departmental duties. Taken together, they are called 
ndividual ministerial responsibility. Regarding first, 
inancial and personal soundness is vital. As per the 
Ministerial Code, 2019, ministers have to register their 
iscal interests in the e Register of Members' or Peers' 
nterests. They have to keep an official record of the assets 
»wned by them and the gifts taken by them that are likely 
о compromise their transparency. Regards their personal 
onduct, they are expected to speak the truth to Parlia- 
ment, even if they are asked about private matters like 
intimacy or pornography 
scandals. Dishonesty is taken 
seriously and often becomes a 
rigorous ground for resigna- 
tion. On top of it, they are 
bound by seven principles of 
public life including selfless- 
ness, objectivity, accountabil- 
ity, leadership, honesty, 
integrity and openness. This 
aims to ensure governance by 
the morally fittest but is not 
always adhered to. 

On the other hand, they are 
responsible for their depart- 
ments. Most of them are huge 
with a large staff and multiple 
activities going on at different tiers. Keeping an eye from. 
helm down to the grassroots is a challenge and, perhaps, 
unrealistic. On this view, the Crichel Down accountability, 
which forces a minister to resign for anything that goes 
wrong in his/her department, is impractical. A better view 
is responsibility for reckless delegation. A minister 
should devolve work to a diligent junior and make 
decisions in the light of substantial evidence. This is in 
line with the reasoning in Carltona Ltd v Commissioner of 
Works (1943) and R (on the application of Javed) v 
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!s on Ground 








www.jworldtimes.com November 2021 


MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY. 


Whether'the convention, of individual mini 


' sound policy for open govt but to what extent are these 


п time is nothing but а 
not answered due to 


the complexity of modern govt have long made the pure doctrine 





Secretary of State for the Home Department (2001). After 
the escape of the prisoners from the Maze Prison, anew 
line of reasoning has come up often pigeonholed as the 
Michael Howard accountability. Under it, ministers аге not 
responsible for policy implementation. Their call of duty 
is confined to substantive merit of the policy. For former, 
they are under no imperative to resign because they can 
change the enforcement staff. Their only duty is to offer 
explanations of fault to the Parliament and take actions to 
rectify it so as to avoid recurrence. As regards the latter, 
they are personally responsible and must resign. 

However, the recent Priti Patel 
scandal 2021 bears witness to 
the fact that the ultimate fate of 
Tue the falling out minister lies 
with the Prime Minister. As 
documented by Sir Alex Report, 
Ms Patel had been found in 
beach of the Ministerial Code. 
Yet ignoring the findings, the 
man in the cockpit gave his 
verdict not to fire her as he was 
sure of her righteous conduct. 
То conclude, one can say that 
conventions are the key to 
understanding ministerial 
duties in the British legal 
system. They are a moral 
blueprint for effective gover- 
nance that guides top-notch politicians without judicial 
intervention. This makes political choices easier but gives 
the top head of the government unbridled power for 
deciding contempt of conventions. 


rial, respo 


ability during parliamentary 
оп the minister's shou 





The author teaches jurisprudence and legal theory at 
Pakistan College of law, Lahore. She can be 
contacted at: mawraraja@protonmail.com 
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Plato is regarded as one of the 
most influential, persuasive and 
celebrated political theorists. He 
was bom in an aristocratic 
family in Athens around 427 BC 
“and lived until 347 BC, The. 
dialogues of Plato were 
influenced heavily by the 
teachings of Socrates. His ideas 
гапа thoughts have profoundly 
impacted his social and political 
experiences — empirical 
knowledge. In his work, Plato 
has advocated creating, 
implementing and sustaining 
the values of justice in a polis. 
Plato propounded the notion of 
‘communism in the city-state, 
which is in sheer contrast with 
the idea of communism in 
modern political philosophy. 
The main features of Plato's 
‘communism consist of the 
abolition of private property and 
of the family - wives, and 
children. Plato propagated that, 
in some cases, giving a man. 
what belongs to him could Бе 
harmful to him. Not all men. 
make good or wise use of their 
properties - land, women and 
children. Plato has provided 
distinction of the basic classes 
of his city-state into following 
three groups, based on the. 
aspect of human motivation: (1) 
the rulers or men of wisdom; (2) 
the army men or soldiers and (3) 


the producers or artisans. 
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lato argued that most of the 
people in the city-state are 
motivated by the force of 
appetite and desire. This 
stratum of society 
constitutes most in the city- 
state, This class belongs to 
people of different artisans; physicians; 
shoemakers; farmers and musicians. 
Although the largest in a society, its role 
is limited to achieving economic goals 
and worldly pleasure. This class must 
acquire primary education till the age of 
15 and then they should participate in 
their worldly chores related to economic 
means. 

Plato's communism argued that this 
class is allowed to have private property: 
land, women and children. Moreover, he 
categorized people into a sense of 
courage and spiritedness. Plato 
maintained that these kinds of people 
are fit to be part of military organiza- 
tions. He calls them 'Soldier-Guardians' 
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who protect the city-state from foreigr 
interventions and make best efforts г 
maintain peace. Plato's communisn 
stressed that such people should not b 
given property rights. Property is 
desire and desire can destroy the peac 
of the human mind and sou 
Resultantly, it would destroy th 
equilibrium of a city-state that rests o 
justice. Soldier-guardians are to get 1 
years of education in music, astronom 
and mathematics; then the chosen one 
would reach the pinnacle of th 
rulership. Furthermore, the class that i 
required to completely abstain fror 
property rights is the ruler class. Th 
ultimate goal of this class is to acquir 
knowledge and wisdom. These are the 
people, according to Plato, who are the 
most deserving ones to rule the city 
state with justice. To Plato, justice is à 
product of class division and specializa- 
tion of function. 

Plato has advocated the implementation 


www.jworldtimes.com November 2021 


of his communist principles on the 
ruling class; he argued that the 
values of justice can only prevail if 
the philosophers would be free of 
maintenance of property and family. 
тре urge for the property could 
destroy the delicate balance of 
provision of justice in a society, as 
desire is the foundation of evil 
practices. For the preservation of 
private property and family, a 
philosopher-king would go beyond 
nis principles and virtues. The 
soldiers have enjoined to share their 
property and family. However, in the 
producer class, the right of property 
has been permitted. 
Moreover, Plato negated the concept 
of excessive individualism, although 
it has been emphasized in modern 
political thought. The prime concern 
of the communist thought in the 
Republic was to abolish the system 
of the family completely; Plato 
abhorred the concept of marriage. 
Marriages were not allowed in the 
upper classes of the city-state. 
Breeding was to be regulated for the 
»enefits and welfare of the society; 
he state was held responsible for 
he upbringing of the children. Plato 
has relieved the women from 
playing the role of mother; he 
perceived that women of upper 
lasses of ideal city-state must join 
state services to play an equal role as 
men. No individual parent-child 
relationship was to be recognized. 
Гог parents would be parents of all 
ind children, children of all. The 
state would maintain an optimum 
size of population. Similarly, men 
and women have to produce the best 
of offspring in their prime age. Plato 
stressed the quality of population 
rather than quantity. He argued that 
ontraceptive measures would be 
used to maintain the quality of 
offspring: abortion and infanticide. 
Plato sought eugenic ends through 
state control of breeding. 
Plato's communism has political and 
moral ends rather than being based 
оп economic ones. The modern 


philosophy of communism is based 
on the equal division of economic 
resources. The communism of Plato 
has implemented on the upper 
strata of society rather than being 
applicable on the society as a whole. 
The idea of Plato was to abolish the 
right of property and family only for 
the upper classes because it could 
lead to disharmony in the political 
realm in the context of favouritism, 
influences and corrupt practices. 
The idea of Communism in the city- 
state given by Plato is highly 
idealistic; the idea of absolute 
abolition of property and family 
would make the rule of philosopher- 
king absolute. That absolute rule 
would require absolute obedience. 
The true wisdom, as perceived by 
Plato, could be attained but what is 
the guarantee that it would not 
become the permanent trait of 
philosopher-king? Because the urge 
and desire to hold and possess is 
something innate; it could not be 
erased from human psychology. 
Plato has denounced the institution 
of marriage in any form; he has 
given the concept of shared 
property especially among the 
soldier-guardians which reduced 
the value of women to a mere 
commodity. 

Though Plato has propagated about 
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the emancipation of women in terms 
of a political and military career, for 
the producer class, the women have 
been portrayed as property. He 
argued that women and men have 
quite little differentiations 
physically. Therefore, women 
should be permitted to perform 
tasks best suited to their abilities in 
order to be useful citizens of the 
city-state. Furthermore, in his 
teachings, he has negated a 
characteristic of womanhood. He 
has freed the woman from the 
responsibility of nurturing children, 
whichis quite opposite of nature. 
The ideas of Plato are undoubtedly 
striking and persuasive but they 
belong to the idealistic world. Ideas 
that are more theoretical than 
having any practical implementa- 
tion ina realistic world.) 
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The theory of Communism 
may be summed up 


in one sentence: Abolish 
all private property. 
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JUDICIARY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


An efficient justice system can boost business growth 





Zafrullah Saroya . 


is often said that an effective judiciary plays а 
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critical role in ensuring economic develop- 
ment of a country. Well-functioning judicial 
systems play a crucial role in determining 
economic performance, notably by guaran- 
teeing the security of property rights and the 
enforcement of contracts and these, in turn, 
encourage savings and investment while promoting the 
establishment of economic relationships, bringing 
positive impacts on competition, innovation, 
the development of financial markets and 
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2.2 million cases currently pending with the 
country's courts - as of 31st August 2021, the 
total number of cases pending with the 





Over the 






growth 


A well-functioning judicial system 


is indispensable to business 
activities and to society as a 
whole. Judicial efficiency 
measured by trial length, one of 
the essential factors in the 
effectiveness of the justice 
system, ensures contract 
enforcement, which is the basis 
of market transactions. In an 
effective justice system, 
decisions are made within a 
reasonable time frame, which 
contributes to a country's 
economic growth. But, in 


Pakistan, superior judiciary is 
faced with gigantic challenges, the 
pendency of cases being the most promi- 

nent of them. According to a recent report by 


years, economic 
and policy experts have 
identified many factors preventing 
Pakistan's economy from taking off. The quest to 
become an Asian Tiger has been thwarted by the 
usual suspects: corruption, bad governance, 
inconsistent policies, lack of exports and the 
FBR's lacklustre performance in broadening the 
tax base. Yet, there is more to this conundrum 
than meets the eye. One of the leading causes of 
Pakistan's poor economic indicators must be 
attributed to an underperforming judicial system, 
where expeditious dispute resolution remains 
elusive, with parties stuck in judicial 
proceedings for years with no 
endinsight. 


























Supreme Court of Pakistan was 53,686, 
while 146 cases were pending with 


Federal Shariat Court and 
350,495 with provincial high 
courts while the cases pending 
with district judiciary in all the 
provinces and Islamabad were 
1,773,171 in number. 
Mr Justice Sagib Nisar, former 
chief justice of Pakistan, said in 
one of his judgments in 2015: 'a 
judiciary which ... is tardy ... and 
has no urge ... and ability to 
decide the cases/disputes before 
it expeditiously ... is a danger to 
the state and the society, His 
thoughts resonate with a famous 





legal maxim: “Justice delayed is justice 
denied" which means that if legal redress 
or equitable relief to an injured party is 





Judicial Commission of Pakistan, there are around available, but is not delivered in time, it is the same 
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as providing no remedy at all. As the laté Martin Luther 
cing, Jr. rightly said, "Law and order exist for the purpose 
f establishing justice, and when they fail this purpose, 
hey become the dangerously structured dams that block 
he flow of social progress." 
попе of the World Bank's World Development Reports 
;ublished several years ago, the importance of well- 
unctioning courts to strengthen economies and their 
nvestment climates was highly acknowledged by the 
ank's researchers. 
or economic development, foreign direct investment is 
ecessary as it mobilises a country's economy by bringing 
1 technology, expanding 
he share of value-added 
xports, and creating 
mployment opportuni- 
ies. However, net FDI 
nflows to Pakistan 
weraged about $2.3 billion 
n the last four years. This 
ack of FDI inflows can be 
attributed to our inefficient 
udicial system. The World 
3ank's Doing Business 
eport (2019) ranked Pakistan 156 out of 190 economies 
n the 'enforcing contracts' indicator, based on the cost 
and quality of judicial processes and time. The report 
noted that as of 2019, the resolution of a commercial 
dispute in Pakistan took 1,072 days on average, compared 
to 164 days in Singapore, 216 in New Zealand, and 437 
days in the UK. The 'enforcing contracts' indicator is also 
relevant as the process of investment usually involves the 
signing and execution of contracts. Contracts not only 
state the obligations binding on both parties, but also 
govern what happens in the event of default. In such 
complex transactions, disputes are inevitable. However, if 
foreign investors know beforehand that it takes 
years for disputes to be resolved, they 
would avoid investing in that 
jurisdiction altogether. 
In commercial, corporate 
and financial cases, 
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enforcing contracts and settling disputes are critical parts 
of smooth business operations and sustained economic 
growth. Whilst it is almost impossible to avoid dispute in 
commercial ventures, an investor is concerned about the 
mechanism in place for resolving any disputes that may 
arise in the course of his business. The popular phrase 
"time is money" cannot be over-emphasised. No investor 
is willing to tie down money, capital or investment for an 
unascertainable period of time due to commercial 
disputes. 

The fear is usually that the investment and/or capital 
would have lost its value at 
the time the dispute is 
eventually resolved. Thus, 
investors would be averse 
to investing funds in any 
country where dispute 
resolution is not reliable, 
effective and/or efficient. 
Economies with efficient 
judiciary — in which courts 
can effectively and timely 
enforce contractual 
obligations of business 
entities — have better developed credit markets as well as 
people's trust, and have domestic and international 
financiers for business as well. Timely judicial verdicts 
can assist rapid growth of small firms and improve the 
business climate, foster innovation for small businesses, 
attract foreign direct investments, and secure strong tax 
revenue collection that ensures economic and business 


growth. 
To ensure an efficient trial system, the time schedule for 


every event of a court proceeding — such as hearing, 
framing charges, recording depositions of witnesses, 
arguments and delivering judgment — needs to be 
carefully tracked. The time limit for adjournment of 

each event should be defined. The number 

of times a time petition may be 


granted should be articu- 
к. lated 


delayed is justice denied. 


William E. Gladstone 
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clearly. 
The difference in the income levels of rich and poor 
countries stems from the difference in their institutions, 
ie. laws, rules and processes. The former possess laws, 
rules and processes that not only allow economic activity 
but also let it proceed at a fast pace and low cost. On the 





















‘Singapore is a pertinent example to learn some lessons in this regard. 


Chief Judge, inter alia, included: 


compromised. 
b. Automatic discontinuance of dormant cases 


C. Case management 


d. Use of information technology 


The Singaporean Example й 
There is по denying the fact that the countries which aspire to have robust economic growth must ensure that their 


Lee Kuan Yew, the first prime minister of Singapore, demonstrated an appreciable level of understanding 
boosting economic growth, He took steps to immediately reform the judiciary by appointing a visionary Chief 


a. Addressing the shortage of judges and the low levels of Judicial productivity х 

Under this plan, the Supreme Court bench was enlarged by the appointment of new judges and Judicial 
High Court judges but are appointed for fixed terms. Under the Judicial Commissioner scheme, 
academia may serve in a judicial capacity and return to their previous careers thereafter, allowing th а 
knowledge of eminent members of ће profession to alleviate any temporary surges in caseloads while ensurin 


and rules are develope 






judicial system is effective. 


of the role an effective judiciary plays in 
f Judge. The reforms implemented by the 


1 Commissioners who exercise the powers of 
senior lawyers from the Bar, Legal Service or 
the judiciary to draw on the experience and 
ig that the quality of justice is not 


Valuable judicial resources and time would not be expended on litigants who chose to conduct cases in a dilatory fashion. 


This was introduced as an integral part of the court process, with a shift in responsibilty towards the judiciary in dictating the pace of litigation. 
Extensive use was made of pre-trial conferences (РТС), convened by the court at regular intervals, for directions to be issued to the parties on 
timelines and to monitor compliance. PTCs also served the additional function of providing a forum for partes о identify crucial disputed issues and to 
delineate the scope of evidence to be adduced, thus facilitating the expeditious conduct ofthe subsequent trial. 


The introduction of information technology to the Court helped lawyers file their processes attheirofficesand"onthego’, — К 
In із book, From Third World to First World, Lee Kuan Yew stated that by 1999, the reputation of Singaporean Courts brought judges from: developing 
as well as developed worlds to study Singapore's judicial reorganization. The World Bank recommended Singapore's High Court and subordinate 
Court levels for other countries to lear from. Also, world rating agencies gave Singapore high marks for its effective and laudable judicial system. For 
example, the Hong Kong-based Political and Economic Risk Consultancy rated Singapore's judicial system as the best in Asia. These reforms 
carried out by the Chief Judge immensely contributed to boosting the economy by attracting massive foreign direct investment. The Singaporean 
economy has been performing strongly for over a decade and was ranked as the world's most competitive by the World Economic Forum in 2019. 











other hand, the laws, rules and processes followed by the 
latter countries thwart economic activity. Some local 
examples prove the point. Forty-five steps are needed to 
lay an optic fibre for internet connectivity. Firms on 
average spend 577 hours and wade 
through 47 procedures to pay all 
the taxes for the year. Nine 
procedures are needed for a 
construction permit and this 
can cost up to nine percent of 
the construction value. Land 
developers must obtain 22 
NOCs from different 
agencies in order to 
proceed. 
Productivity and 
investment, the two 
key drivers of 
economic growth, are 
not only low in 
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transformed into a well-functioning state — starting from 
‘which’ organ of the state does 'what', and concluding with 
‘how’ this must change. The entire public service includ- 
ing the civil service, judiciary, regulatory bodies, and loca! 
governments, etc. must be reformed to serve as 'enablers 
of the economy. Regulatory bodies — Nepra, Ogra, Pemra. 
CCP, etc — must be staffed with professionals who arc 
allowed to take decisions without bureaucratic interfer- 
ence. All laws, rules and procedures should be reviewed 
and amended to allow economic activity to take place and 

at a brisk pace. A concerted effort is required 
by all stakeholders 
including lawyers, 
judges, bar councils, 
and legislature to 
that plague Pakistan's 





the executive 
defeat the lethargy and red tape 


judicial system. 


The writer is a Lahore-based legal consultant. 


www.jworldtimes.com November 2021 


SUBSCRIBE op 


ВООКІ5Н! 


Warmer temperatures associated with climate || 


change have increased aridity and intensified 
the severity of droughts in many parts of the 
world, particularly in areas already suffering 
from water scarcity. Drought — a year with a 
below-average water supply — is a natural 
part of the climate cycle, but as Earth's 
atmosphere continues to warm due to climate 
change, droughts are becoming more 
frequent, severe and pervasive. According to 
а recent report “2021 State of Climate 
Services,” released by World Meteorological 
Organization, “[W]ater-related hazards have 
increased in frequency for the past 20 years. 
Since 2000, flood-related disasters have 
increased by 134%, compared with the two 


previous decades. Most of the flood-related | 
deaths and economic losses were recorded in | 


Asia, where end-to-end warning systems for 
riverine floods require strengthening in many 
countries. The number and duration of 
droughts also increased by 29%. Most 
drought-related deaths occurred in Africa, 
indicating a need to continue strengthening 
end-to-end warning systems for drought. 


www,jworldtimes.com November 2021 















тәп gANdg 
GLoD/ 
Should Capitali 


Ad | Ly - 


m be blamed? 





Ghufran Wakeel 


the face of the pandemic, the environmental crisis has been 

somewhat overshadowed. Its impact, however, rages on. We 

are now reaping the consequences of climate change with 
extreme weather conditions becoming increasingly common. 

This year, in particular, ominous droughts have impacted 

regions all over the world. 

US state of California, Brazil and Taiwan have all seen record- 
breaking droughts. Entire regions including Europe, Africa and the 
Middle East have also seen dire water shortages. According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), an estimated 55 million people across the 
globe are now affected by droughts every year. The situation is posing a 
serious hazard to livestock and crops in nearly every part of the world. It 
threatens people's livelihoods, increases the risk of diseases and is 
fuelling massive population displacement. By 2030, as many as 700 
million people will be at risk of displacement as a result of drought. 

The situation is only getting worse. Droughts are expected to last longer 


.and become more severe as the planet continues to warm due to green- 


house gas emissions, principally from fossil fuels. The Environmental 
Defence Fund (ЕРЕ) even speaks of a trend towards megadrought 
periods, which can last two decades and even longer. 

Capitalismis to blame 

As rivers, lakes and reservoirs dry up, data from NASA has revealed that 
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13 of the world's 37 most important groundwater basins 
are being depleted far faster than they can be recharged. 
Agriculture accounts for about 70% of global freshwater 
‘usage, with industry claiming another 20%, accounting for 
90% in total. Such figures show clearly why ethical choices 
to cut personal water consumption by individuals cannot 
‘scratch the surface of the problem. 

There is much that is completely irrational about agricul- 
ture under capitalism. Let us take the case of California. 
This US state is so dry - receiving only about 8 cm of raina 
year - that it in fact qualifies as a literal desert. And yet 
this region produces about 90 percent of winter vegeta- 
bles in the US. Acres upon acres of land in California are 
dedicated to producing alfalfa and almonds - two of the 
most water-intensive crops that exist. Farmers are 
flooding their rice fields with an obscene amount of water 
that evaporates almost as quickly as it is applied. Califor- 
nia produces the second-largest rice” 
crop in the US. But now, due to the 
drought, farmers will grow about 
100,000 fewer acres of rice, down 20% 
from the average 500,000 acres grown 
annually in the state. 

These are cash crops, which are farmed 
because agribusiness that owns the land 
can get a good yield and excellent 
prices. But it is residents in cities nearby 
that are left to deal with the repercus- 
sions of a severe water shortage. 
Rationally speaking, nothing about this 
situation makes any sense. From a 
water-management point of view, these 
crops only contribute to further 
draining California's limited water 
basin, paving the way for its complete 
collapse. 

This is a direct consequence of the 
private ownership of land under 
capitalism. For the time being, it makes 
perfect sense for agribusiness to flood its fields. If the 
business that owns a field were to moderate its water 
usage by switching crops, others in the state would 
outcompete them by continuing to grow the most 
lucrative crops. The anarchic competition of the market 
means that the faster the water table is drained, the more 
greedily agribusinesses continue to suck it dry, hoping to 
grab as much of this precious and limited resource as they 
can before it is entirely depleted. 

This is only one example. Such practices are widespread 
all over the globe; from flooding agricultural lands with 
water (which is the least efficient way to irrigate a field), to 
growing crops in unsuitable climates because it is 
profitable in the short-term to do so, to cutting down the 
Amazon and other rainforests for their short-term 
fertility. 

The point is, the capitalists exploit the planet and its 
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resources for immediate gain. Their motive is profit. A« 
‘wrote back in 1876: й 
p pde capitalists are engaged in production and 
exchange for the sake of the immediate profit, only the 
nearest, most immediate results must first be taken intc 
account. ... The same thing applies to the natural effects 
of the same actions. What cared the Spanish planters ir 
Cuba, who burned down forests on the slopes of the 
mountains and obtained from the ashes sufficien 
fertiliser, for one generation of very highly profitable 
coffee trees - what cared they that the heavy tropical 
rainfall afterwards washed away the unprotected upper 
stratum of the soil, leaving behind only bare rock! In 
relation to nature, as to society, the present mode of 
production is predominantly concerned only about the 
immediate, the most tangible result; and then surprise is 
expressed that the more remote effects of actions 





directed to this end turn out to be quite different...” 
Protests 

For small farmers across the globe, increasing occur- 
rences of drought caused by climate change have ren- 
dered their old way of life completely untenable. The crisis 
has already led to radical protests in various regions. In 
Iran for example, farmers have taken to the streets once 
more this year against the lack of permanent access to 
water. 

These people are rightfully furious and incredibly 
desperate. Farmers have had to sell literally everything 
they had in order to survive. Studies have shown that 
there is a clear correlation between drought and suicide 
rates amongst farmers. 

Mass outbursts of anger in Iran over water shortages are 
not isolated. The Tigris-Euphrates basin is being drained 
faster than any other basin in the world with the exception 
of northern India. In Syria, a devastating drought in 2006 


www.jworldtimes.com November 2021 


| EXAM PACK | 


forced farmers to migrate to the cities to survive, swelling 
the ranks of the unemployed and feeding the reservoir of. 
anger that exploded in 2011. 
in the same region, the depletion of water reserves 18 
stoking national tensions. Since 1975, Turkey's construc- 
jon of hydroelectric dams has cut water flow to Traqby 90 
зегсепі and to Syria by 40 percent. Both have accused 
rurkey of hoarding water, 
rhe lack of access to water was precisely one of the 
triggers of the protest movement in Iraq in 2019. The 
masses were forced to endure summers, in which 
temperature reached 50 degrees, without water or 
jectricity. And yet the richest neighbourhoods were able 
to enjoy air-conditioning and freshwater without 
interruption, Lenin once said that “capitalism is horror 
without end”. Here is a case in point. The deteriorating 
water crisis will be a fundamental factor in the develop- 
nent of revolutionary consciousness for many workers 







and farmers. 

Refugee crisis 

Both the environmental crisis itself, and consequent 
water wars, are likely to exacerbate the horror of the 
refugee crisis. According to the UN's estimates, by 2050, 
around 200 million people could be displaced by climate 
change. Extreme weather events, desertification and 
rising sea level - which as well as flooding coastal areas 
will cause the further salination of freshwater supplies if 
planning measures are not implemented in time - will all 
contribute to driving people from their homes. 
Meanwhile, the Dutch government-funded WPS (Water, 
Peace and Security) has predicted that there is, on 
average, an 86% chance of violent water-related conflict 
in Iraq, Iran, Mali, Nigeria, India and Pakistan this year 
alone. 

Under capitalism, it's every man for himself and every 
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nation for itself. Rather than a global, planned response 
that prioritises human need, each capitalist nation will 
protect its own access to water at the expense of its 
neighbours. 

Analternative exists 

Despite the environmental destruction that we have 
experienced, we must highlight that we have all the means 
necessary to resolve these problems. 

First and foremost, what 15 required is a rational plan of 
production. Rather than each capitalist producing such- 
and-such a crop because it is most profitable to do soon 
their given farm, specific crops ought to be grown, based 
on soil type, moisture content, temperature, rain, etc. 
Rather than producing water-intensive crops in semi- 
arid environments, other more appropriate crops ought 
to be grown there, and the more water-intensive crops 
grown where freshwater is more abundant. As long as 
individual capitalists and national gangs of capitalists are 
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in competition, such a plan is impossible. In other words, 
we need a rational, global agricultural plan run by and for 
working people. Imagine what we could do on a world- 
wide scale. 

Furthermore, technology that is already in existence must 
be placed at the disposal of society to make water usage 
as efficient as possible. The highly developed Dutch 
agriculture sector is already putting such technology to 
use. 

Direct crop monitoring and geo-information are used by 
Dutch agribusiness to give better insights into water 
resources, measuring soil quality and moisture levels, etc. 
in order to improve agricultural methods and the 
efficiency of irrigation. One innovation that has made a 
sharp impact on production is known as ‘protected 
cultivation' or the 'closed' greenhouse method, which 
improves the efficiency of water usage immensely. Of 
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Course, this requires а lot more energy. However, under 
Socialism, we would find sustainable means to power 
these greenhouses using renewable energy. 

This 'closed' greenhouse method reduces water losses to 
air significantly, which on average accounts for about 7096 
of the water lost through irrigation. Through hydroponic 
recycling, water emission to soil can also be reduced. 
Dutch agriculture has achieved a water efficiency that is 
unmatched anywhere in the world. Just to give an 
example, in a Spanish tomato field, a farmer would 
Produce about 20 kgs of tomatoes per cubic metre of 
water. In the Dutch 'closed' greenhouse, the same amount 
of water can produce 250 kgs of tomatoes. 

Yet the Dutch capitalist class hoards this technology for 
itself, having no interest in sharing such knowledge and 
techniques with its competitors on the world market. 
They are interested in water efficiency because it is 
profitable. Their motivation is not to produce food to feed 
people, but to compete on the world market. 


CONNECTION TO WILDFIRES) 


Such methods are, therefore, completely inaccessible to 
small farmers in Iran, India and anywhere else in the 
world. This is not 'their fault’, but rather the fault of the 
capitalists. As their old methods of irrigation are made 
unviable by dwindling water supplies, rather than 
assisting farmers to upgrade their methods, the capitalist 
state simply elbows them aside, reserving the limited 
water that is left for the giant monopolies. Today, the rich 
nations like the Netherlands jealously guard important 
innovations in water usage. Even if they were to share 
them, the big banks wouldn't lend sufficient capital to 
small farmers to make use of them. Under a socialist plan 
of production, on the contrary, it would be in the interest 
of society as a whole not only to share these ground- 
breaking technologies with the whole of humanity, but 
also to assist small farmers in collectively rationalising 
agriculture, laying all the necessary capital and expertise 
at the disposal of small farming communities. 

Agriculture suffers from the same fundamental problem 
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that prevents the capitalists from urgently switching to 
green energy. It's simply not profitable to do so. 
Protection of many precious water sources would require 
massive economic planning. There is no immediate profit 
in an individual capitalist investing in desalinating 
groundwater or creating the infrastructure for a national, 
and indeed international, management system for water 
usage for human consumption, agriculture and industry 
There is no loss to profit in just dumping waste pollutants 
into rivers and oceans. Indeed, it is often the cheapest 
thing to do for an individual capitalist. The cost for 
ver, is immeasurable. 

Fon at ti pap solved under capitalism. That's the 
point. We must therefore be possessed by a sense ої 
urgency to overthrow capitalism at the first opportunity. 
When capitalism has been done away with, we can finally 
begin to address the manifold environmental catastro. 
phes that capitalism has bestowed us as its legacy 
Workers can introduce a rational system, where we share 





the immense wealth of knowledge and technology we 
have to manage water sustainably. No one needs to gc 
hungry, become a refugee, or suffer as a consequence of 
climate change. We have the means to change thi 
situation, but we cannot change something we cannot 
control, and we cannot control what we do not own. 

Nationalisation of giant agribusiness, mining and other 
water-intensive industries, and the banks under 2 


democratic plan of production is the primary conditior 
for solving the water crisis. 


Capitalism has severely damaged the planet. But once the 
working class has control, we can make the switch to 
green energy to reverse the long-term effects of climate 
change, and we can begin immediately tackling issues 
such as droughts. Every day, this rotten system lives on, 
the crisis becomes more severe, and ultimately lives are 
lost. We urgently need a revolution. 

The writer is an advocate Lahore High Court. 
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Language Death 


Why Languages Die and How to Preserve Them? 


Laiba Muhammad Aamir 


Humans have an incredible ability to take different sounds and combine them into words to express their 
feelings, thoughts and ideas. These words are called a language. With the passage of time, languages change 
because humans are able to adapt to their changing social circumstances. New words are introduced and 
newer expressions replace the older ones. Similarly, new words are borrowed from foreign languages that at 
last become а part of the grammatical structure of а language over а period of decades. Another phenomenon 
is language shift - when people shift to a dominant language by giving up their mother tongue. There is 
nothing unusual about language shift or language death. However, as compared to the past, language shift 
and language death is occurring in today's world ata much faster pace. Judged by the standards of the past, 
what is happening today is out of the ordinary. Experts say that as many as half of the world's languages will 
vanish within the next century. If the speed remains the same, some language in the world will finally fall silent 
- resembling the mass extinction of some biological species. Biological diversity is under threat and so is the 
language diversity around the world. Indigenous languages have increasingly been in danger of extinction 
because languages, like biological species, have lives, bodies and ‘souls and they are eventually subjected to 
ecological changes as well. They are born and they die in the same way the living creatures do. 
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last speaker is there and so is the 
‘next day, he is dead along with the language. 
о say that language death occurs as a 
се of human death. However, there are many 
s in which a language dies. Loss and death of a 
е happens when people adapt different 
wviours and they do not transmit their language to the 
xt generations. Another important point in defining 
е death is that when there is no appreciation for 
linguistic diversity, it consequently kills native languages 
and cultures by labelling them as antediluvian. As a result, 
the languages are replaced by powerful languages and 
cultures as prerequisites to modernization and progress. 
Tt is really hard to give a precise number of endangered 
and dying languages and there are various reasons for this 





uncertainty. Firstly, not all languages of the world have 
been discovered yet. Secondly, due to a lack of systematic 
information-gathering techniques in language surveys, 
figures are largely based on guesswork. Thirdly, new 
languages are emerging around the globe every now and 
then which results in the lack of hard facts. For this 
reason, the number of discovered, living and dying 
languages fluctuates. Currently, Ethnologue (2021) claims 
that there are 7,097 living languages in the world and 
3,018 languages are endangered. However, according to 
the most recent report of UNESCO Atlas of the World 
Languages in Danger (2021), there are more than 8,000 
languages in use around the world. The same report says 
that after every two weeks, a language somewhere in the 
world dies while 50-90 percent of the world's living 
languages will possibly vanish by the next century. 

There are various reasons that contribute to language 
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death. Some languages die in an instant when its speakers 
die because of war, genocide, pandemic, etc. In other 
cases, language dies not because its speakers are dead but 
because they stop using it to avoid suppression. Some 
languages disappear gradually as the speakers of such 
languages give up their language for a language of higher 
prestige and power. These speakers remain bilingual for 
quite some time but every new generation goes for the 
prestigious language, leading eventually to the death of 
their mother tongue. In most cases, the elite in such 
countries acquire the prestigious languages through 
schooling and use this knowledge to maintain their 
positions of power over the majority of citizens who do 
not know that language. When more and more people in 
younger generation acquire international languages at the 
expense of their native tongue, rather than simply using it 
as second language, they kill their mother tongue, 
knowingly or unknowingly. Languages also 
die when they are knowingly and 
intentionally crushed, especially in 
younger generations in educational 
institutions. As a result, children start 
feeling ashamed of their mother tongue 
and they eventually stop using it. Similar 
situation is happening in Pakistani schools 
where students are literally beaten up and 
fined for speaking their native language. 
They begin to consider their native 
languages inferior and lacking importance. 
Psychologically, these children fear 
passing their native tongue to the next 
generations because they do not want them 
to suffer in the similar way. In addition. 
whenever a geographical area is occupied 
by colonial masters, in most cases, the 
language of the newcomers gradually 
replaces the native language because the 
natives adopt the language of the masters for various 
political and social reasons. Such adaptation takes place 
because of financial benefits as well; for example, seeking 
job opportunities while associating with masters through 
master's language. 

In Pakistan, it was decided in 1973 (Article 251) that 
within fifteen years of the promulgation of this constitu- 
tion, Urdu will be made the official language of Pakistan 
and English will be used only until arrangements are made 
for its replacement by Urdu. Even today, there are по 
positive signs of the implementation of Article 251. 
English is still the official language of the country. In fact, 
this has led to a common belief that English, instead of 
Urdu, is national as well as official language of the 
country. This situation is alarming because it predicts а 
terrible fate of the national and native languages. 
Languages are dying at an unprecedented pace now 
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articularly. In today's globalized world, lan 

„anging rapidly because of the internet, Колы б 
е dominance of few languages. David Crystal believes 
at technology has always changed language in what: eve 
заре it has come. When printing and telephone came, 
‘ey changed language. Similarly, when broadcasting 
ame, it changed language too. When internet came, it 
we birth to worldwide web, chat rooms, YouTube, 
natsApp, Facebook, Twitter, Email, direct mobile 
essage, etc. These new opportunities for communica- 
on produce new kinds and styles of languages. 
;rthermore, people want to assimilate themselves into 
пе popular culture, They are learning new words, phrases 
nd acronyms which they incorporate into their language 
iraight away. Also, English is the prestigious language іп 
|| the spheres of life. The number of people speaking 
nglish as second language is seemingly more than the 
:umber of people speaking it as native language. 

rhe issue of language death is important to be addressed 
nimmediate basis. Quite simply, language gives identity. 
Үһеп a language dies, a part of person's identity dies 
imultaneously. In addition, 
eople have an emotional 
xperience and a sense of 
wide im speaking their 
nother tongue. Moreover, 
ulture and history are 
eflected through clothing, 
food, rituals, beliefs and 
irchitecture, but it is the 
language through which 


Шіше and history of a community is passed and 
understood. A French proverb says that a man who knows 
two languages is worth two men. Linguistics varieties 
suggest that human mind is capable of arranging and 
categorizing different experiences differently. It suggests 
that people's perception of the world and their way of 
thinking is affected by the structure of the language they 
speak, 
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When a language die we dont 
know what we lose with language. 
Patricio Ryon 


Most likely, a language won't die if its speakers value it, 
own it, and speak it with dignity. Children should be 
encouraged to speak in their native tongue by the 
surviving speakers of the particular language. Besides 
this, language-maintenance programs on national 
academic level can prove vital in increasing language 
proficiency in a particular community, especially in 
younger generation because the endurance of a language 
depends on youth. Such steps can keep a language alive. 
Also, minority languages, other than the majority 
languages, should be used in media and communication 
technology. If television, radio programs and newspapers 
are in native tongue, speakers will get more chances to 
hear and read their language and so they will somehow 
start speaking it as well. 
To sumup, death of a language leads to the death of a part 
of human history. Language loss means loss of connection 
to the past and the amount of wisdom and knowledge 
accumulated through the years when the language was 
spoken. For this reason, many linguists and academics are 
taking measures to preserve endangered languages. 
Rather than feeling 
777" ashamed of speaking in 
|| one's native tongue, it must 
be a moment of pride for 
doing so. As a matter of 
fact, the war between the 
dominant and minority 
language will continue as 
long as humans exist. 
Majority language 


Bonjour! ola: 


considers minority languages as a threat to its hegemony; 
however; finding a middle ground for their coexistence is 
the ultimate key to save further languages from dying and 
to celebrate linguistic diversity around the world. 8) 


The writer is pursuing her MPhil in English Literature 
Ыыы from University of Peshawar. 
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ere is all you need to about this biggest ever 

leak of offshore data that exposes financial 

secrets of rich and powerful: 

Whatare Pandora Papers? 

The Pandora papers are the largest trove of 

leaked data exposing tax haven secrecy in 

history. They provide a rare window into the 
hidden world of offshore finance, casting light on the 
financial secrets of some of the world's richest people. 
The files were leaked to the International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), which shared access with 


Naveed Iqbal 


identifying the source of the leaked documents. In order 
to facilitate a global investigation, the ICIJ gave remote 
access to the documents to journalists in 117 countries, 
including reporters at the Washington Post, Le Monde, El 
País, Süddeutsche Zeitung, PBS Frontline and the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. In the UK, the 
investigation has been led by the Guardian and BBC 
Panorama. In Pakistan, two journalists of The News - Umar 
Cheema and Fakhar Durrani - were part of this team. 

What do they show? 


The files reveal how wealthy individuals can shield their 





On October 03, the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) - an ensemble of 600 journalists from 150 media outlets in 
117 countries - published a massive global investigation that has exposed the ties between world leaders to the hidden world of offshore. 
wealth collectively worth trillions of dollars. Dubbed the Pandora Papers, the landmark probe dug into more than 11.9 million documents 
leaked from 14 offshore financial services firms. The ICIJ found that 35 heads of state and government and more than 300 politicians have 
setup offshore structures and trusts in tax havens from the British Virgin Islands, Seychelles, to Hong Kong and Belize. 





the Guardian, BBC and other media 
outlets around the world. In total, 
the trove consists of 11.9m files 
leaked from a total of 14 offshore 
service providers, totalling 2.94 
terabytes of information. That 
makes it larger in volume than 
both the Panama Papers (2016) and 
Paradise Papers (2017), two 


previous offshore leaks. 
Where did the Pandora 


documents come from? 
The ІСІ, a Washington DC-based 
journalism nonprofit, is not 
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income and their assets from 
taxation and scrutiny by hiding 
them in offshore jurisdictions, 
more commonly known as "tax 
havens”, 

Not everyone named іп the 
Pandora Papers is accused of 
wrongdoing. But using companies 
Or trusts incorporated in tax 
havens such as the British Virgin 
Islands, Panama or Switzerland, 
the rich can ensure their assets 
remain hidden, and sometime 
that enables tax avoidance. 
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Te m e Pakistanis namedin the leaks? 
оке = members, ministers, media moguls, relatives of army officers and 
Medi bipes — individuals spanning the entire Pakistani elite — have been 
Mol in the "Pandora Papers’, The exposé revealed that key members of Prime 
ister Imran Khan's inner circle, including cabinet members, their families, 
Political allies and major financial backers, have secretly owned an array of offshore 
companies and trusts holding millions of dollars of hidden wealth. 
Whatisan offshore service provider? 
The 14 offshore service providers in the leak provide corporate services to 
individuals or companies seeking to do business offshore. Their clients are typically 
seeking to discreetly set up companies or trusts in lightly regulated tax havens such 
as the British Virgin Islands (BVD, Panama, the Cook Islands and the US state of South 
Dakota. Companies registered offshore can be used to hold assets such as property, 
aircraft, yachts and investments in stocks and shares. By holding those assets іп ап 
offshore company, it is 
possible to hide from 
the rest of the world 
the identity of the 
person they actually 
belong to, or the 
“beneficial owner”. 
Why do people move 
money offshore? 
Usually for reasons of 
tax, secrecy or 
regulation. Offshore 
jurisdictions tend to 
have no income or 
corporation taxes, 
which makes them 
potentially attractive 
to wealthy individuals 
and companies who 





How big is the Pandora Papers leak? 


14 11,903,676 =. 2.94ТВ 
‘Sources Files a 
hu з й 


How do the files break down? 


6,406,119 2,937,513 1,205,716 467,405 886,923 
Documents Images Emails Spreadsheets Others 








How does Pandora compare with previous leaks? 





don'twant to pay taxes |... жағ Data Files 

in their home | Offshore Leaks 2013 260GB 2.5 million 
countries. Although | panama papers 2016 2678 11.5 million 
morally questionable, 

this kind of tax | Paradise Papers 2017 1.478 13.4 million 
avoidance can be legal. | RSs EE 





Offshore jurisdictions 


also tend to be highly 
secretive and publish little or no information about the companies or trusts 


incorporated there. This can make them useful to criminals, such as tax-evaders or 
money-launderers, who need to hide money from tax or law-enforcement 
authorities. It is also true that people in corrupt or unstable countries may use 
offshore providers to put their assets beyond the reach of repressive governments or 
criminal adversaries who may try to seize them, or to seek to circumvent hard 
currency restrictions, Others may go offshore for reasons of inheritance or estate 
planning. 
Has everyone namedin the Pandora papers done something wrong? 
No. Moving money offshore is not in or of itself illegal, and there are legitimate 
reasons why some people do it. Not everyone named in the Pandora Papers is 
suspected of wrongdoing. Those who are may stand accused of a wide range оѓ 
misbehaviour: from the morally questionable through to the potentially criminal. 
The writer is a member of staff. 
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Шш | SOME MEN ARE GREATER THAN АМҮ TRIBUTE! 


Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan was 
born in Bhopal, India, on 
April 1, 1936. He was just a 
young boy when he 
immigrated, along with his 
family, to Pakistan in 1947 after 
Partition of the Subcontinent. He did a 
Science degree at Karachi University in 
1960. Then, over the next decade, 
he pursued graduate studies 
abroad, first in West Germany 
and then in Delft, 
Netherlands, from where, 
in 1967, he received a 
'master's degree in 
metallurgy. In 1972, he 
earned a doctorate in 
metallurgical 
engineering from the 
Catholic University of 
Leuven in Belgium. 
Meanwhile, in 1964, he 
married Hendrina 
Reterink, a British 
national who had been 
born to Dutch expatriate 
parents in South Africa and 
raised in what was then 
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) 
before moving to the Netherlands. 
In the spring of 1972, he was hired by 
Physical Dynamics Research 
Laboratory, a subcontractor of the 
Dutch partner of URENCO, a 
consortium of British, German and 
Dutch companies. It was established 
in 1971 to research and develop 
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uranium-enrichment through the use 
of ultracentrifuges, which are 
centrifuges that operate at extremely 
high speeds. Khan was granted a low- 
level security clearance, but, through 
lax oversi 
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gained access toa full range 
of information оп ultracentrifuge 
technology and visited the Dutch plant 
at Almelo many times. One of his jobs 
was to translate German documents 
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state funeral at Faisal Mosque 
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on advanced centrifuges into Dutch. 
Khan was heavily influenced by events. 
back home, notably Pakistan's defeat 
in a brief war with India in 1971, the 
subsequent loss of East Pakistan 
through the creation of a newly~ 
independent country, Bangladesh, and 
India's test of a nuclear device in May 
1974. 
On September 17, 1974, Khan 
wrote to Pakistan's then Prime 
Minister, Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, offering his 
assistance in preparing 
an atomic bomb. In the 
letter, he offered the 
opinion that the 
uranium route to the 
bomb, using 
centrifuges for 
enrichment, was 
better than the 
plutonium path 
(already underway in 
Pakistan), which relied on 
nuclear reactors and 
reprocessing. 
Bhutto met Khan in December 
1974 and encouraged him to do 
everything he could to help Pakistan 
attain the bomb. On December 15, 
1975, he left the Netherlands for 
Pakistan, accompanied by his wife and 
two daughters. Khan initially worked 
with the Pakistan Atomic Energy 
Commission (PAEC), but differences 
arose with its head, Munir Ahmad 
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m mid-1976, at Bhutto's 
Khan founded the 


ERL, UO develop а uranium- 
enrichment capability (In May 1981 
the laboratory was renamed the Khan 
Research. Laboratory or KRL). Khan's 
pase of operations was in Kahuta, 50 
km 30. miles) southeast of Islamabad; 
there he developed prototype 
tentrifuges based on German 
designs. His most crucial 
contribution to Pakistan's nuclear 
program was the procurement of a 
blueprint for uranium centrifuges, 
which transform uranium into 
weapons-grade fuel for nuclear 
fissile material. 

In the early 1980s, Pakistan acquired 
from China the blueprints of a 
nu weapon that used а uranium- 
implosion design that the Chinese 
had successfully tested in 1966. It is 
generally believed that the Chinese 
tested a derivative design for the 
Pal nis on May 26, 1990. His 
laboratory also developed Pakistan's 
Ghauri ballistic missile. 

When India conducted nuclear tests 
in 1998, India's Deputy Prime 
Minister LK. Advani claimed, "By 
testing, we have called Pakistan's 
bluff." Yet, Dr Khan with his 
dedicated team (whom he generously 
credits in his writings for their genius 
and dedication) improvised, 
developed and brought to Pakistan 
the proverbial Promethean Fire. 
Pakistan succeeded in developing a 
third route to producing fissionable 
material. The other two were 
developed by the United States (and 
adopted by successive nuclear- 
weapon states) at the Manhattan 
Project in the 1940s. 

The whole nation was waiting for a 
robust response from Pakistan and 
linally, under his supervision, the 
nuclear tests were conducted in 
Chagai, Balochistan. Thus, Pakistan 
ave a befitting response to India. 
Following the tests, Pakistan became 














the sole nuclear power in the Muslim. 
World and the seventh country to 
Possess nuclear weapons, Pakistan's 
nuclear weapons have Kept Indian 
aggression in check and have provided 
US Security against an aggressive 
much larger nuclear neighbour. 

Then, the things turned ugly when on 
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"Тһе person who knows one thing 


rto 
COLO 
merits- If hisen 
that end, he is a benefactor of 
| mankind and Из rewarded as such. 


January 31, 2004, Khan was arrested 
for transferring nuclear technology to 
other countries. On February 4, he 
read a statement on national 
television taking full responsibility for 
his operations and absolving the 
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military and government of апу 
involvement - a claim that many 
nuclear experts found difficult to 
believe. The next day, he was 
pardoned by Pakistan's president, 
Pervez Musharraf, but was held under 
house arrest until 2009. That episode 
was ugly, and unfair and deeply 
hurtful to Dr Khan and his family. We 
fell into a trap and mistreated a great 
hero and benefactor of the country. 
Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan was among 
such rare men who are taller than any 
tribute. A clear acknowledgment of 
his achievement ironically comes 
from American officials and scholars. 
Worthy of citation is the wistful 
remark by American CIA Chief 
George Tenet (1997-2004), who 
wrote in his memoirs At the Centre of 
the Storm, "Now I was going to ask 
him (President Musharraf) to take on 
a man (Dr Khan) who almost single- 
handedly transformed Pakistan into a 
nuclear power and who was 
considered a hero by the nation." 
Beyond science, Dr Khan had many 
dimensions to his personality — 
energetic, innovative and full of ideas, 
he was, above all, deeply humane and 
a man of faith and love for Islam and 
yet he maintained a healthy 
commitment to the common good. He 
felt most agitated by the sufferings оѓ 
Muslims around the world. He would 
become emotional when talking 
about Muslims suffering atrocities in 
Bosnia or Kashmir or Palestine and 
the carnage visited upon them in 
Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq or other parts 
of the world. Faith and strong belief 
were simply a part of his persona. He 
believed that logic must have its 
limits. Quintessentially he was a 
humanist committed to justice, peace 
and the common good. 8) 





The writer is a PhD scholar (English 
Literature). He can be reached at 
hbz77@yahoo.com 
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his is the second edition of the Ecological 
‘Threat Report (ETR), which analyses 178 
independent states and territories. Produced 


(һе report covers over 2,500 subnational 
7 administrative units ог 99.9 percent of the 


nomali s and aula disasters, 
еп combined with national 
ic RUNE to’ determine. 
and lowest 


coping capabilities, ' 
hese are the M most likely ' to. suffer. from 
sed levels of ecological threat-related conflict. The 


dks at the future, with projections out to, 
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A fow days ago, the Institute for Economics and 
Peace (IEP), a Sydney-based think tank dedicated to 
shifting the world's focus to peace as a positive, 
achlovable and tangible measure of human well. 
being and progress, released its second Ecological 
Threat Report wherein it said that ecological threats 
will lead to widespread conflict and mass migration 
unless significant efforts are made to limit the 
damage. The report found that regions menaced by 
conflict and ecological damage — such as natural 
disasters, resource scarcity and temperature 
anomalies — fall into a sort of feedback loop, where. 
each issue reinforces the other. The three regions 
found to be most at risk of societal collapse are the 
Sahel-Horn of Africa belt, which stretches from 
Mauritania to Somalia, the Southem African belt, 
from Angola to Madagascar, and the Middle East and 
Central Asian belt, which runs from Syria to Pakistan, 
And those countries, as well as being at risk of 
further conflict, are also likely to experience mass 
migration. More than 50 million people were forcibly 
displaced by conflict and violence in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, the Middle East and North Africa in 2020. 
Following is the executive summary of the report: 


2050. 
Many ecological threats exist independently 
of climate change. However, climate change 
will have an amplifying effect, causing further 
ecological degradation and pushing some 
countries through violent tipping points. 
Countries with high population growth are 
amongstthe most ecologically degraded. The 
combination’ of weak socioeconomic 
lience, extreme ecological risk and rapid 
population growth сап result іп societal 
collapse. The report uses IEP's Positive Peace framework 
to, identify ‘countries without enough socioeconomic 
resilience'to adapt to or cope with these future shocks. 
Positive. Peace has a strong statistically significant 
relationship to peace, and this framework has proven 
successful in forecasting substantial falls in peace and 
predicting superior economic growth. 
The main finding fróm the 2021 ETR is that a cyclic 


© velationship exists between ecological degradation and 


conflict; It i$. a vicious cycle whereby degradation of 
Tesources leads to conflict, and the ensuing conflict leads 
to further resource degradation, Breaking the cycle 
requires improving ecological resource management and 
socioeconomic resilience, The resilience and adaptability 
of the socio-economic system, referred to as the societal 
System, will generally determine the outcome, 
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‘ilion. This is а 45 percent increase. - SCarcity 


2021 ETR identifies three 





he Increased stress on гевоцкох 
clusters of ecological peacefulness in a vicious cyole, 
;otspots, which are particularly 
susceptible to collapse: | 


, The Sahel-Horn of Africa belt, 1 
from Mauritania to Somalia; 


The vicious cycle of Increasing resource 








environment. 

The 30 countries facing the highest level of ecological 
threat are home to 1.26 billion people. These nations 
combine low socioeconomic resilience with medium to 
extremely high catastrophic ecological threats. 

The number of people displaced by conflict has been 
steadily rising. At the end of 2020, 34 million people had 
been forcibly displaced from their home nations. Of this 
‘otal, 23.1 million people or 68 percent came from these 30 
hotspot countries. Without a 
reversal of ecologica degradation, 
these numbers are likely to 


increase. 
More positively, the 2021 ETR 


identifies that 46 countries face 
low ecological threat levels, with 35 
exposed to very low threats. 
Eighty-nine percent of these 


i lead to deteriorations in 





+ The Southern African belt, Eo Dune 22222 countries have high Positive Peace 
from Angola to Madagascar; |) with жаван виграй scores. These countries also have 
. The Middle East and Central — " Wem as low population growth. In 2021, 
asian belt, from Syria to Кеш / 7 their combined population is 1.96 
раки. TCR ў SOR ШШШ bilion people, and by 2050, this 
The impact of ecological Байы АПАДЫ figure will slightly increase to 2.18 


degradation on conflict is 1 
highlighted by the strong overlap 

between the countries with the 

highest levels of conflict, as measured by the Global Peace 
Index (GPD, and those with the worst ecological 
degradation. Eleven of the fifteen countries facing the 
worst ecological threats are currently in conflict, and 
another four are at a high risk of substantial falls in 
peace. Examples include Afghanistan, Yemen, 
Somalia, Niger, Burkina Faso and Pakistan. Given 
the significant link between. ecological fragility 
and conflict, addressing water availability, food 
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consequences on a person's physical and mental health. It also affects 

productivity. When large proportions of a country’s population are severely and 
insecure, economic developments stifled 


occurred during the Covid-19 pandemic. The number of food-ins 














A Snapshot of 
Food Security in the World 


Approximately 2.4 billion people globally face food insecurity, c 
eed by a lack of access to a sufficient quantity of food neces: 
healthy Ме. The number of food-insecure people is rising, in 
more than 700 million people since 2014. Today, around 30 
global population is food insecure, compared with 23 percentin 2014. 


4 billion people who are currently food insecure, around 930 million 
a severe form of food insecurity, defined as a person having to skip 
ithout food for an entire day. Severe food insecurity has adv 
опо 


od-insecure people grew by over 720 million in the six years between 
an increase of 44 percent. The year 2020 saw a large increase in the 
re people due to the reduction of economic activity that has 

сше people grew 


seenrity and hich nonnlation growth in 
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of adaptability. This includes better water 
management, more efficient agricultural systems, 
and the capability to import food when local 
production is insufficient. No country with a high level 
of peace has an extremely poor ЕТЕ score, underscoring 
the relationship between ecological fragility and conflict, 
On the other hand, eighty percent of the countries with 
the worst ETR scores аге also among the world's least 
resilient. This indicates that these nations may not beable 
lo mitigate the impacts of their rapidly changing 


inc 
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vast majority of this 2020 increase occurred in three regions: South Asia, sub- 
Saharan Africa and South America, where the numbers of food-insecure people 
rose by 128 milion, 86 million and 40 milion, respectively. 
All regions 6 
relative 
ease in food insecurity in 2020 








cept Europe saw their rates of food insecurity rise in 2020. In 
terms, the Russia and Eurasia region experienced the largest 
although it was coming off a relatively 
number of food-insecure people in Russia and Eurasia 
41.8 percent, or 17 million people, Food i in the 
Russia and Eurasia region is expected to increase slightly in the future. 
In 2020, hunger increased most in countries affected by conflict, 


Th 


95 


billion people. These countries 
are mainly located in Eastern and 
Western Europe, North America 
and South America. Food 
insecurity remains a serious 
challenge and has also been on 
the rise. Underlying the urgency 
of the situation, the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation of the 
United Nations (FAO) estimates 
that in 2020, a total of 2.4 billion 
people, or 30.4 percent of the 
global population, are food 
insecure. In 2020, the number of 
food-insecure people rose by 318 million people relative 
to the previous year. The vast majority of this increase 
Occurred in three regions: South Asia, sub-Saharan Africa 
and South America, where the numbers of food-insecure 
people rose by 128 million, 86 million and 40 million, 
respectively. 
Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest prevalence of food 
insecurity, with 66 percent of the population deemed 
food-insecure. Sub-Saharan Africa also has the lowest 
Societal resilience of all regions. By 2050, sub-Saharan 
Africa's population is projected to be 2.1 billion, a 90 
percent increase from today's levels. Such rapid 
population growth is unsustainable and could translate 
into hundreds of millions of additional food-insecure 
people over the next few decades. Eleven countries in the 
region are expected to double their population between 
now and 2050. The three countries with the largest 
projected increases in population are Niger, Angola and 
Somalia. 
The Sahel is especially vulnerable. The region faces many 
converging and complex challenges such as civil unrest, 
weak institutions, corruption, high population growth 
and lack of adequate food and water. These issues have 
formed a vicious cycle whereby ecological degradation 
and population growth have increased the likelihood of 
conflict and facilitated the rise of insurgencies. 
There are gender differences in the way malnutrition 
affects human growth and development. The data 
indicates stunting and thinness markedly affects males 
more than females, especially in Africa, where stunting and 
thinness rates are twice as high for males than females. 
The relationship between malnutrition and violence is not 
well researched, especially in areas suffering from 
prolonged conflicts. In particular, the links between poor 
nutrition, brain development and emotional control need 
to be studied more deeply, and whether hunger may act as a 
motivator for young males joining militias. In 14 countries 
in sub-Saharan Africa, more than 10 percent of young men 
suffer from very low body mass. These countries are also 
among the least peaceful in the GPI. 





In 2020, nearly 170 countrie 

closed their borders, eithe 

partially or completely due to th. 

Covid-19 pandemic. Thi 

severely affected refuge. 

movement and resettlement. Ir 

2020, according to the Unitec 

Nations High Commissioner fo: 

Refugees (UNHCR), the numb: 

of refugees resettled c 

naturalised was the lowest с 

record. Only 250,000 refuge: 

returned home compared to th 

pre-Covid average of 670,00 

returnees. In Europe, Turkey hosted the largest number « 

refugees at 3.9 million, followed by Germany at 1.5 millic 

and France at 550,000. 

This report proposes a number of policy recommend: 

tions to improve the efficiency of interventions and bre: 

the vicious cycles that exist in many parts of the worl: 

Three of the key recommendations were: 

* International agencies need new integrated structure 
that combine health, food, water, refugee relief, financ: 
agricultural, development and other functions. Th 
would create area-specific integrated agencies th: 
would be agile and built for specific contexts while als 
providing a simplified chain of command, bette 
allocation of resources and faster decision making. TI 
focus should be on building societal resilience. 

< Many of the solutions to the ecological problems car 
generate income. An example is the provision o. 
water that can then be used to grow food. 1 
businesses can garner a profitable return from 
ecologically positive investments, funds wil 
naturally flow towards solutions. These businesses 
need to be small scale and run by local business 
people. Better leveraging of carbon offsets for the 
localcommunities can also provide income. 

*  Empowering local communities. Community-led 
approaches to development and human security 
result in more effective programme design, easic 
implementation and more accurate evaluation. Due tc 
the strong bonds within communities, cooperative 
can work well. This provides a mechanism for th 
pooling of resources and the dilution of costs. 

In summary, ecological threats will continue to creat: 

humanitarian emergencies and will likely increase withou 

а sustained effort to reverse the current trend. Ecologica 

threats are becoming more pronounced and affecting 

more people than ever. Building resilience to these threats 
will increasingly become more important and will require 
substantial investment now and into the future. 

Courtesy: ГЕР 
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NATURE'S DEFENCE AGAINST TSUNAMIS 


It was 26" of December 2004, when | first 
heard the word "tsunami" as | saw the 
horrific devastation it caused. The reason 
behind my unfamiliarity with this word 
could, perhaps, be the fact that people 
living in foothills are way far from the 
coasts. But when | saw harrowing scenes 
of havoc on the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra on TV and heard the word 
tsunami over and over again, a fear struck 
me from which one has to seek refuge in 
Allah. Afterwards, when | tried to know 
about tsunami, the facts that came to light 
revealed that the main reason behind this 
was ‘earthquake’, a word | was already 
acquainted with. The history of my city 
Quetta is replete with episodes of low- 
and high-magnitude earthquakes and as 
a resident of this city, | have a lot of 
practical experience of tremors. Modern 
science is not yet able to predict the time 
and date of occurrence of an 
earthquake; however, pointing out of 
the places where they could hit is 
possible now. 
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any Pakistani regions, such as Quetta, are located near fault 
lines that trigger earthquakes. One of such fault lines is the 
Makran Subduction Zone, located around 100 km southwest 
of Makran coast in the sea, where the Arabian and Eurasian 
tectonic plates meet. This is the place that could make 
Pakistan's coastal cities and populations hit by a tsunami at 
any time. Since this fault line is from east to west, it runs 
along the coast of Balochistan to the coastal areas of Iran. It was due to 
this fault line that the Makran coast was hit by a tsunami on November 
28, 1945, which caused huge financial losses as well as 4,000 deaths. 
According to a research paper titled ‘The Potential of Tsunami 
Generation along Karachi and the Makran Coast of Pakistan’, published 
in Pakistan Journal of Meteorology, “Over 50 earthquakes of magnitude 
8 and above have been reported in last 75 years along the coastline of 
Pakistan. Out of these, four were accompanied by tsunamis 1919, 1943, 
1945 and 1956.” In addition, according to the research paper, sediments 
accumulated along the Indus River delta can also take a crucial part in 
tsunami, because an earthquake with even a weaker magnitude car 
trigger a submarine landslide in these sediments causing tsunami o 
effect of an earthquake-triggered tsunami can be amplified by th. 
consequent submarine landslide in these sediments. 
Similarly, there is another fault line, called Murray Ridge, locate: 
southwest of Karachi in the North Arabian Sea. It separates the Indus 
Basin from the Oman Basin. Although tsunamis caused by seismic 
activity and other factors can affect long-distance coasts, 
their effects can be very severe in nearby coastal 
areas. It is in this context that the United 
Nations has designated 5th of November as 
World Tsunami Awareness Day in order to 
promote awareness on how to prevent 
this natural disaster and minimize the 
damage caused by it. 
Since à tsunami can reach coastal 
populations within minutes, the only 
way to save human lives from this 
catastrophe is to set up a functional 
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ШЕ) 
early-warning system so that people 
Ж and livestock may be evacuated before a 
tsunami hits. In addition, if you are in a 
coastal area and feel the tremors, the first 
thing that can affect you badly is a tsunami, Therefore, 
along with the early-warning system, you should also keep 
an cye on the signs around you. To mitigate the loss of life 
and property, a number of measures are taken around the 
world. One of those measures is forests, especially the 
coastal forests. These are commonly known as mangroves, 
Owing to their natural setting, the mangrove forests 
provide natural protection to coasts. They act as a buffer 
zone between the sea and the human settlements. They are 
a powerful force to decrease the intensity of tidal surges, 
coastal floods and huge tsunami waves. They not only save 
coastal areas from sea erosion and 
landslides, but also strengthen the sand 
dunes on the beaches, making them a strong 
deterrence against huge sea waves. All these 
factors combine to make human 
populations safe and secure. The vitality of 
mangrove forests can be ascertained from 
experiments, conducted at Japan's 
University of Kyoto, which established that 
а 100-meter-wide belt of dense mangrove 
forest can mitigate the destructive energy of 
a tsunami by up to 90%. 

‘The significance and utility of mangrove 
forests have become more vividly evident 
since the December 2004 tsunami. 
According 10 a study conducted after that 
catastrophic event, only 7% of the villages of 
the Andaman Islands in the 
Indian Ocean - that had 
lent forests were 
affected by tsunami. In 
contrast, 80-100 
percent of rural areas 
where there were hardly any 
mangrove forests were devastated. 
Investigations into minor tsunami 
events since 2004 have also 
concluded that the protection of 
mangrove forests, their 
restoration and afforestation 
as strategic green belts are 
some inevitable measures 
to protect human 
settlements against 

tsunami. 
How mangrove forests 

do that? 
2227 Experts attribute this 
Ў feature to the height of 
certain species of 
mangrove trees, the 



































www,jworldtimes.com November 2021 


What are Mangroves ? 
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ela 
Sticity of their trunks, 
canopied branches, and the thin 
roots that extend far into the water, both 
їп апа outside. These trees stand as a flexible net 

against tsunami's waves and absorb its force. It has been 
estimated that mangrove forests prevent more than $65 
billion in property damages every year reduce the risk of 
flooding for 15 million people each year. In simple words 
these provide the most cost-effective, nature-based 
solution as restoring mangroves is five times more cost 
effective than building 'grey infrastructure' such as flood 
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walls or embankments, which also don't help with climate 
change. Simply put they are one of the most efficient, cost 
effective Nature-based Solutions (NbS). 

Moreover, the engineered grey structure does not prove 
highly efficacious and suffers wear and tear due to effects 
of climate change and hurricanes. Thus, it requires 
constant financial resources for its maintenance. On the 
other hand, the most valuable virtue of a natural marine 
defence, like mangrove: hat they re-grow even of self- 
harm. Studies by United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) have established that every dollar invested in 
mangrove restoration provides a benefit of four dollars. 
Mangrove vegetation is characteristically present in river 
estuaries and along the coast where the land meets the sea, 
They are а common sight on mudflats and banks of tropical 
and subtropical rivers and coastlines in many parts of the 
world. According to World Atlas of Mangroves, these 
forests are found in 123 countries. They are found only in 
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deltas where the slit that has been 
washed away by the river water gets mixed 
with the seawater and is left on the shore. 
The seawater keeps constantly moistening 
it with its strong waves. In some places, seawater is always 
present at shallow depths, This is why these wetlands, 
located at the confluence of freshwater and brackish water, 
are covered with dense mangrove forests. According to the 
State of the World's Mangroves 2021, “Overall, the total 
mangrove area was estimated to be 135,882km’ in 2016 - 
11.96% of the world's coastal area and 0.7% of the world's 
forests.” 
Pakistan is among the few lucky countries where this 
natural wealth exists in abundance. Mangrove forests are 
located in different parts of Pakistan's 1050-km-long 
coastal strip of Sindh and Balochistan. Sindh's 250 
km long coastline is located in ће southeast- 
ern part of the country between the Indus 
border along the Sir Creek on the east, 
and the -Hub River along the 
Balochistan coast on the west. It can 
further be divided into two main 
parts: the Indus Delta/Creek and 
Karachi coast. Mangrove forests in 
Sindh, which are around 97% of 
Pakistan's total mangrove forests, 
are found in delta areas from Rann 
of Kutch to Karachi. This region has 
been fotmed due to the amalgam- 
ation of the freshwater of the Indus 
and millions of tons of silt it brought 
along. In this region, there is a network of 
creeks that are 17 in number. They range from 
Sir Creek, which is contentious between Pakistan and 
India, to Korangi Creek near Karachi. The 
Indus River Delta, an important landmark 
of Pakistan, is spread over an area of 
around 0.6 million hectares. It comprises 
many large and small streams that are 
formed before the flow of the Indus into 
the Arabian Sea. It is a fan-shaped delta 
that includes rivers, mud flats, sand 
dunes, mangrove habitat, swamps and 
ocean bays. The Indus Delta, which is the 
sixth largest in the world, receives 
freshwater from the Indus River, which 
flows through the delta before falling into 
the Sea. Mangrove forests are divided into 
two main blocks here: Keti Bandar Block 
and Shah Bandar Block. Beyond the Shah 
Bandar Block in Thatta district is a narrow 
strip of Rann of Kutch that has many 
important wetlands. 
The 800-km-long coastline of Balochistan 
stretches from the mouth of Hub River in 
the east to the Gulf of Gwadar (border 
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Tsunami 
Whenever sea floor is disturbed and 
deformed, it causes displacement of overlying 
water from its equilibrium position hence originating 
tsunami. Although, submarine landslides, volcanic 
eruptions or earthquake can be a possible cause but 
earthquake is the most likely cause. Within several 
minutes of the initiation, tsunami splits into two parts, one 
is called “distant tsunami" and other "local tsunami”. 
Distant tsunami travels towards the deep ocean and 
local tsunami heads to the coastal areas. As the 
speed of tsunamis directly related to the depth of 
water; distant tsunamis travel at much faster 
speed than the local tsunamis. 
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with Iran) in the 
west. This 
coastline can also 
be divided into 
the coasts of 
Lasbela and 
Gwadar (districts 
of Balochistan 
province), There are 
several bays along the coast 
of Balochistan including Gwatar, 
Gwadar (West and East), Pasni and 
Sonmiani bays. The mixing of fresh river 
water with seawater on the Arabian Sea coast 
їп Balochistan is dependent on seasonal rivers. 
However, there has never existed a permanent 
water supply system, like that of the Indus 
River, here and due to such a climate it is 
called “arid land”. The area covered by 
‘mangrove forests here much less than 
that in Sindh which is around 3% of 
the total area of Pakistan under 
mangrove forest. Mangroves are 
found on three places along the 
coast of Balochistan: Miani Hor, 
Kalmat Khor and Gwatar Bay 
(Jivani). Although the survival of 
Sindh's mangrove forests is largely 
dependent on fresh river water, those 
of Balochistan are capable of 
withstanding the brackish water of the 
ocean. This is due to the disruption in the 
supply of river water and the development of 
their ability to adapt to seawater due to the natural 
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evolutionary process, 

The total area of mangrove forests in 
Pakistan has not been ascertained yet and 
different organizations have presented 

differing numbers. For example, in 1958, the dense 

mangrove forest area of 344846 hectares was transferred 

to the Sindh Forest Department. Then, we find in а 1966 

document that the area of such forests is 344870 hectares, 

in 1985, the Sindh Forest Department declared this area t 

ре 280,470 hectares. Іп 2003, SUPARCO stated that there 

were 86,728 hectares of mangrove forests on the country's 
oastline, out of which 82669 hectares was on the coast of 

sindh and 4058 hectares on Balochistan's. Moreover, а 

book titled as "The Root Causes of Biodiversity Loss,” 

(London, 2000) puts this figure at 132,000 hectares, of 

which 129,000 hectares are on the Indus Delta and 

3,000 on the coast of Balochistan. According to 

a 2005 joint study by SUPARCO and the 

Sindh Forest Department, there were 

55,760 hectares of mangrove forests 

in the province. A 2005 report by 

International Union, for 
onservation of Nature (IUCN) 
suggests that mangrove forests in 
Sindh are spread over an area of 
605,370 hectares. The WWE, in 
2008-09, said that there were 
18,128 hectares of mangrove 
forests in the country - 92412 on the 
indus Delta and 1056 hectares along 
the coast of Karachi, as well as 4660 
hectares оп Balochistan's Makran coast. 
The Forest Resource Assessment of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization 
т of the United Nations 
(FAO) reported an 
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Delta 
Noted wildlife expert Abdul Manaf 
Qaim Khani explains that about 2500 
years ago, the Greek historian Herodotus 
_ reached the part of the Nile from where it would fall 
into the Mediterranean Sea. There, he saw that the 
Nile water mingles with the seawater but the sand and 
siltitbrought along with it would continue to form a tract of 
land, He observed that tract carefully and found that it was. 
in the shape ої a triangle. In Roman, a triangle is called 
‘delta. So, Herodotus named this piece of land as delta, 
extending from the mouth of the Nile to the 
Mediterranean, and thus giving the land created at 
the mouths of the rivers а new name, At 
present, about 2% of the worlds land 
area is covered by this delta. 








area of 95,000 hectares in 
2015. In addition, according to 
Global Mangrove Watch, the 
area of mangrove forests 
in Pakistan was 
64,157 hectares in 
2016. According 
to the Sindh 
Forest — 
Department's ОЖ -- 
website, the area 22 
of such forests is М, 
still 600,000 
hectares in the provi 
nce. According to a statement from the Chief Conservator 
of Forests, Mangroves and Rangelands Sindh, the 
area of these forests in the province was 
107,000 hectares in 2009-10 which has 
increased to 220,000 hectares by 2020. 
Inastatement issued on July 26, 2021, 
WWF Pakistan told about the 
presence of mangrove forests on an 
area of 130,000 hectares in the 
Indus Delta. 
In spite of these varying figures, 
one thing is universally accepted 
that Pakistan is the biggest country 
in terms of area under arid-climate 
mangrove forests. 
Historically, eight species of 
mangroves have been found in the Indus 
Delta. However, four of them have become 
extinct due to rising salinity levels. At present, 
Avicennia marina is the largest of four species of 
mangroves currently found in Sindh delta, having a share 
of around 90%. It is followed by Rhizophora mucronata 
with a percentage of 8%. The proportion of Aegiceras 
corniculatum is 1.5% and that of Ceriops tagal is 0.5%. 
There are three species of mangroves along the 
Makran coast. Of the four species mentioned 
above, only Ceriops tagal is not 
found in the coastal areas 
of Balochistan while the 
other three are found 
there. Miani Hor is 
the only area where 
these three types of 
mangroves are 
found. 


The writer can be 
contacted at: 
misteratif@®yahoo.co 
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Sept. 16: Pakistan and China signed an agreement to 
promote two-way tourism in Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) countries. 
Sept. 16: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), Filippo Grandi, called on Chief of the Army Staff 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa (COAS Bajwa) at the СНО. 
Sept. 16: Afghanistan's immediate neighbours — Pakistan, Iran, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kazakhstan — met in Dushanbe to 
deliberate on how to engage with the Taliban from the platform of SCO. 
Sept. 16: Prime Minister Imran Khan (PMIK) held several meetings with 
the international leaders on the sidelines of the 20th SCO-CHS meeting 
in Dushanbe. 
Sept. 16: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) published the Labour Force 
Survey (LFS) according to which the number of people actively looking 
for jobs increased by 0.92 million to 4.71m in FY19 from 3.79m the 
previous year as the number of the country’s total workforce rose to 
68.73m from 65.5m during the period under review. 
Sept. 17: New Zealand unilaterally pulled out of their cricket series 
against Pakistan over security concerns. 
Sept. 17: Pakistan-Tajikistan Joint Business Forum was held in 
Dushanbe. 
Sept. 17: The National Assembly unanimously passed a resolution 
paying rich tributes to veteran Kashmiri leader, Syed Ali Geelani. 
Sept. 18: Argentina, in a draft budget for 2022 presented to its 
Parliament, officially included $664 million (Rs111.6 billion) in funding 
for the purchase of JF-17 Thunder fighter jets from Pakistan. 
Sept. 18: PMIK announced that he has initiated dialogue with Taliban 
for formation of an inclusive government in Afghanistan, representing 
multiple ethnic groups. 
Sept. 18: The Pakistan Army troops participated in the multinational 
UN Peacekeeping Exercise 'Shared Destiny-2021' conducted at 
Queshan Training Base of Chinese People's Liberation Army. 
Sept. 19: World-renowned scholar and former judge of Federal Shariat 
Court Maulana Mufti Muhammad Таді Usmani was elected as the 
president of Wafaqul Madaris Arabia. 
Sept. 19: Murad Ali (NBP) and Mahoor Shahzad (WAPDA) took the 
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M. Usman Butt 


NA Evidence for Rape 

The refusal by a sessions court in Karachi to consider DNA 
tests as evidence in the retrial of the Mazar-i-Quaid gang 
rape case is surprising, given that the Supreme Court had 
declared DNA evidence to be admissible in rape cases many 
years ago. Afew days ago, the court acquitted, for the second 
time, the three accused in the gang-rape case. The court was 
holding a retrial of the case on the instructions of the Sindh 
High Court. According to the prosecution, the DNA evidence 
clearly showed that the three accused were involved in the 
rape, but the court decided not to consider the evidence. The 
victim's lawyer appealed for hearing the case under the 
Pakistan Penal Code, rather than the Hudood Ordinance. 
However, the court stated that since the Hudood laws had 
their own ‘standard of proof, the DNA evidence did not have 
any evidentiary value. The court decided to acquit the 
accused stating that the prosecution ‘failed to produce 
sufficient evidence through their witnesses of the incident. 
The trial court had also acquitted the accused in April 2013 on. 
the same basis. 

Meanwhile, the retrial court's decision is all the more 
perplexing given that the Sindh government made DNA 
testing mandatory in rape cases via the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Sindh Amendment) Bill, 2017, and also allowed 
for the law's retrospective application in all ongoing cases. 
The decision seems to be controversial given the fact that the 
Mazar--Quaid gang rape case was registered by police 
under Section 365-B of the Pakistan Penal Code and Section 
376(і) of the Protection of Women (Criminal Laws 
Amendment) Act, 2006, calling for life imprisonment of those 
found guilty. In a society where misogynistic mindsets have 
made crimes against women rampant, this selective 
application of the laws is akin to not only justifying the crime 
but also exonerating the perpetrators. One hopes that civil 
society and the higher judiciary take notice of this decision 
and provide alternative legal recourse to the victim. 
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Style 
List of Winner Awards 
“gest Singer (Viewers Choice) 
Ет (Viewers Choice) о An Kian for Main Yo Janoun Na 
pest Emerging Talent (Jury Vot] rae Teri Tasveer 
Best Video Director (Jury Vote) Hamza ES Tahir for 
Best TV Play (Viewers Choice) Momina Dui Теп Tasveer 
Best TV Actor (Viewers Choice) Danish Тай raid and ISPR for Ehd-e-Wafa 
Best TV Actress (Viewers Choice) Yumna noo fo Darang 
Original Soundtrack (Viewers Choice) Eid Wa ed Ke Sadgay 
jest Male Actor (Critics) 1 
x Female Actor (Critics) а fr Pyaar! 21 ETT 
Best Play Writer (Critics) Umera Ahmed трат е Sadqay 
Best Play Director (Critics) opp - 
(без Emerging Talent Adnan Samad Kien for Ehte Wats 
Fashion Category (Critics Vote) laf 
Model of the Year (Female) Mushk Kaleem 
Model of the Year (Male) Sachal Afzal 
| Achievement in Fashion Design Generation for Pret 
Achievement in Fashion Design Husain Rehar for Luxury Pret 
Achievement in Fashion Design Shelia DL - 
Best Menswear Designer т 
Best Fashion Photographer Najam 
Best Hair & Make Up Artist бий m — 
Best Emerging Talent Sarah Zar 
LUX Changemakers Award ae 
Lifetime Achievement in Fashion ‘Gini Калті 
Uniever Chairman's Lifetime Achievement Award Farida Khanum 











ingles titles of the All Pakistan National Ranking Badminton 
tournament. 
Sept. 19: A contingent of Pakistan Army, Navy and Air Force 
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participated for the first time since 2009 in multinational 
exercise 'Bright Star 2021' at Mohamed Naguib Military Base, 
Egypt. Troops from Egypt, United States, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Cyprus, Iraq, Bahrain, Sudan, Morocco, Kenya, 
Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, Greece, Kuwait, UA E, Tunisia, 
Nigeria, Tanzania and France participated in this two-week- 
long exercise. 

Sept. 20: England cricket chiefs withdrew their men's and 
women's teams from white-ball series in Pakistan citing 
"increasing concerns about travelling to the region". 

Sept. 20: PMIK addressed an informal meeting on Climate 
Change through video link. The meeting was convened jointly 
by the Prime Minister of UK and the UN Secretary General. 
Sept. 21: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) оп 
Power and Petroleum, Tabish Gauhar, was sacked. 

Sept. 21: Punjab CM Usman Buzdar appointed Syed Tariq 
Mahmood-Ul-Hassan the Vice Chairperson of Punjab 
Overseas Commission. 

Sept. 21: In its latest report titled ‘Freedom on the Net 2021: 
The Global Drive to Control Big Tech’, the Washington-based 
Freedom House found Pakistan among top 10 countries in the 
world where internet freedom has been on the decline, 

Sept. 22: The two-week-long Trilateral Exercise of the special 
forces of Pakistan, Turkey and Azerbaijan, Three Brothers - 
2021, culminated at Baku, Azerbaijan. 

Sept. 23: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi (FM 
Qureshi) met with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and 
discussed bilateral relations and the situation in Afghanistan. 
Sept. 23: PMIK announced bifurcation of South Waziristan 
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How China plans to build up Ив space station 
A total o1 11 missions planned о compitethe orbiting stade 





into two districts. 

Sept. 23: The Supreme Court of Pakistan (SC) ruled that 
women can only claim inheritance within their lifetime, and 
their children would have no rights in this regard later. 

Sept. 24: PMIK addressed the 76th session of the United 
Nations General Assembly and told the world that 
humanitarian assistance has to be given to Afghanistan 
immediately. 

Sept. 24: One of the most stylish television actors of his time, 
Talat Iqbal, died. 

Sept. 24: Retired Lt Gen Ishfaq Nadeem Ahmed, former Chief 
of the General Staff (CGS) and ex-Director General Military 
Operations (DGMO) passed away at the age of 62. 

Sept. 24: The Paris Club of creditor countries gave Pakistan 
another extension to service its debt. 

Sept. 25: Pakistan's permanent mission for the United 
Nation's counselor Ms Saima Saleem turned up the first 
visually impaired diplomat of the world who spoke to the 
world body by using гай system of reading/writing. 

Sept. 25: Pakistan and China agreed to include multi-billion 
dollar Karachi Coastal Comprehensive Development Zone 
(KCCDZ) under the CPEC framework. 

Sept. 25: Huawei, a leading global provider of information and 
communications technology (ICT) infrastructure and smart 
devices, announced its Cloud Consulting partnership with 
Techaccess Pakistan, an innovative technology and 
consulting company. 

Sept. 25: Nineteen-year-old Shehroze Kashif became 
Pakistan's youngest mountaineer to scale Manaslu, the 
world's eighth highest peak. 

Sept. 26: Oldest Pak army veteran Lt Col Sultan Mohammed 
Khan Mengal (retd) passed away. He was 103. 

Sept. 26: Brig Mohsin Farooq won the 1 1th President SGA Cup. 
Sept. 27: Miraj Gul was appointed the managing director of 
National Telecommunication Corporation (NTC). 

Sept. 28: A team of students from Pakistan Navy Engineering 
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College of NUST won overall second position at the Formula 
Student Russia '21 (FSR), thereby securing first-ever podium 
for Pakistan in any Formula Student Competition. 

Sept. 28: Pakistan's former High Commissioner in Britain and 
veteran journalist Wajid Shamsul Hasan: passed away. 

Sept. 28: Former national badminton champion Tania Mallick 
was appointed the PCB's Head of Women's Cricket. 

Sept. 28: During a meeting between FM Qureshi and UK 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women 
and Equality Liz Truss, Pakistan and the United Kingdom 
agreed to form a joint working group to formulate a strategy 
for strengthening bilateral ties in multiple spheres, including 
trade and investment. 

Sept. 29: The government appointed Dr Asif Mahmood Jal 
the Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO) for a period of four years, 
Sept. 29: The opening ceremony of Druzhba VI, a joint 
exercise of special forces of Pakistan and the Russian 
federation, was held at the Molkino Trg Area, Krasnodar, 
Russia. 

Sept. 30: The government promoted three officers of Pakistan 
Air Force (PAF) - Chaudhary Ahsan Rafiq, Wagas Ahmed 
Sulehriand Ahmad Hassan - to the rank of Air Marshal. 

Oct. 01: In an unprecedented move, Khyber Pakhtunkhwz 
Governor Shah Farman surrendered Rs96.021 million 
discretionary funds available in the designated accounts to 
thenational exchequer. 

Oct. 01: Danish Foreign Affairs Minister Jeppe Kofod calle: 


on COAS Bajwa at GHQ. 

Oct. 01: Mountaineer Sirbaz Khan scaled the 8,167-metre. 
high Dhaulagiri mountain in Nepal, becoming the firs 
Pakistani to climb nine of the world's highest 14 peaks — each 
of which has a height of more than 8,000 metres. 

Oct. 01: The first Pakistan-China technical vocational 
institute was inaugurated in Gwadar. 

Oct. 02: Veteran actor, King of comedy and living legend, 
Umer Sharif, passed away in Germany. He was 66. 

Oct. 03: The Pandora Papers revealed that Pakistanis were 
ranked fifth among those buying properties in London 
through offshore companies. 

Oct. 03: Major joint "Naval Exercise Naseem Al Bahr ХШ 
between Pakistan Navy and Royal Saudi Naval Forces (RSNE) 
commenced at Karachi. 

Oct 03: The opening ceremony of 53rd World Military 
Shooting Championship (Shotgun) 2021 was held at Lahore 
under the auspices of Conseil International du Sport Militaire, 
commonly knownas International Military Sports Council. 
Oct. 04: PMIK set up three-member high level investigation 
cell on the matter of Pandora Papers. 

Oct. 04: Closing ceremony of the Joint Anti-Terrorist Exercise 
ЧАТЕ-2021) was held at the National Counter-Terrorism 
Centre (NCTC), Pabbi. 

Oct. 04: PMIK announced a 40 percent targeted subsidy for 
the poor on purchase of essential food items. 

Oct. 05: In his address to the World Leaders Summit Dialogue 
organised on the occasion of 15th Quadrennial Meeting 0! 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), PMIK called for prioritising vaccine equity, debt 
relief, climate finance and return of stolen wealth t 
developing countries as part of global economic recover 
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istan had vast opportunities to 
Pak тайга measures milions ofacre! 
indus River Systems Authority (IRSA), Р: 
r from glacier melt, snowfall and rainfall; 
of available water. In other parts of world, ІШ 4 
experts, ifwater scarcity is not overcome, by 20 
fromwater scarcity. АУ 
Pakistan needs water to support. 
economy. Ifthe Department of Agriculture anc 
together, а revolution in the agricultural 
should construct small ponds in rural ака 
rainwater in this way, besides ‘meeting the 
groundwater could also be improved. е 
constructing а pond of two to three kanals, 
production. These ponds can бе | 
past ‘food drains were constructed (o divet _ 
control drains need to be constructed to recharge. О 
distances. Ponds could be built along the canals to 
these ponds and used for irrigation, in addition to fishing 





from the devastating effects of Covid-19 pandemic. 

Oct. 05: During the 11th Session of Pakistan-Iran 
Bilateral Political Consultations, Pakistan and Iran 
agreed to coordinate closely at bilateral and regional 
level to reinforce efforts for peace and stability in 
Afghanistan. 

Oct, 05: Pakistan's Abdul Waheed bagged gold medal in 
the 50+ category at the World Bodybuilding and 
Physique Sports Championship in Tashkent. 


Oct. 06: Karachi Corps Commander Lt Gen Nadeem . 


Ahmed Anjum was appointed the new Director General 
of the Inter Services Intelligence (151), replacing Lt Gen 
Faiz Hameed who was posted as Corps Commander 
Peshawar. 

Oct. 06: National Defence University (NDU), Islamabad, 
President Lt Gen Muhammad Saeed was posted as 
Karachi Corps Commander. Lt. Gen Nauman Mehmood, 
serving as Peshawar Corps Commander, was posted as 
NDUPresident. 

Oct. 06: Gujranwala Corps Commander Lt Gen Syed 


Asim Munir Shah (former ISI chief) was made the Quarter | 


Master General, replacing Lt Gen Amir Abbasi who along 
with Inspector General Arms Lt Gen Majid Ehsan and 
Commander Army Air Defence Command Lt Gen 
Hamooduz Zaman Khanis to retire. 


Oct. 06: Adjutant General Lt Gen Muhammad Amir was 


posted as Gujranwala Corps Commander. 
Oct. 06: Vice Chief of the General Staff Maj Gen 


Muhammad Asim Malik of Baloch Regiment was 
promoted to the three-star rank and posted as Adjutant 
General, 


Oct. 06: President Dr Arif Alvi promulgated the National | 


Accountability (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021 paving 
the way for continuation of the incumbent Chairman 
Justice (R) Javed Iqbal on the post till the appointment of 
his successor. 


Oct. 06: The last survivor of Pindi Conspiracy Case, | 
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"scarcity by storing water of rain and flood, but due 


water goes to waste every year. According to the 
Nis оде 134 million acre feet of water each 
country has the capacity to store only 10 percent 
rate is more than 40 percent. According to. water 
Pakistan will be among the countries suffering 


sector which forms the backbone of the national 
federal and provincial departments work 
‘could be brought in а short period of time, We 
rainwater for agricultural purposes. By storing 
requirements for crops, the level and quality of 
stored in every five acres of agricultural land by 
increase the fertility of the land and increase 
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The last war that brought 
Arab countries against Israel 


Г] Nearly half a century has passed 
since Yom Kippur the last war 
that Egypt and Syria launched 


‘against Israel on Oct. б, 1973, 
and that israel clashed with Arab 
Countries on the field 
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Zafarullah Poshni, passed away. He was 95. 
Oct. 06: Provincial minister Fayyazul Hassan Chohan was 
removed as spokesperson of the Punjab government and was 
replaced Бу Hassan Khawar. 

Oct. 06: Pakistan's Shehzad Qureshi won a silver medal in the 
80kg event at the World Bodybuilding and Physique Sports 
Championship at Tashkent. 

Oct. 07: Ejaz Ahmad, one of the tallest men in Pakistan with 
eight feet and two inches height, died. He was 42. 

Oct. 08: During a meeting with Wendy В. Sherman, US deputy 
secretary of state, COAS Bajwa emphasised maintaining 
meaningful bilateral engagement for an enduring multi- 
domain relationship between Pakistan and the USA. 

Oct. 08: PMIK ordered setting up of a special body for 
coordinating Afghanistan-related matters. 

Oct. 08: The federal government issued a commemorative 
coin of Rs 70 to mark the 70-year diplomatic relations with 
the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Oct. 09: The closing ceremony of military exercise “Druzhba- 
VI" was held at Molkino Training Area, Krasnodar, Russia. 
Oct. 09: President Alvi formally inaugurated Pakistan Pavilion 
at the Dubai Expo 2020. 

Oct. 09: Former president and prime minister of Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Sardar Sikandar Hayat Khan passed away. 

Oct. 10: Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, celebrated as the father of 
Pakistan's nuclear weapons programme, died at 85. 

Oct. 10: PMIK inaugurated the Ashra of Rehmatul lil Alameen 
(Peace be Upon Him) and announced the establishment of 
Rehmat-lil-Alameen Authority to make the country and the 
world aware of Islam and the life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). 
Oct. 10: Mohammad Shabbir Iqbal won the 29th Prime 
Minister Open Golf Championship 2021. 

Oct. 11: PML-N Lahore President, Member National Assembly 
and former Federal Minister, Pervaiz Malik, passes away. 

Oct. 11: Mohammad Sajjad won the fourth overall national 
snooker title. 


Points from NSA Dr Moeed Yusuf's Talk with the For 


Oct. 12: President АМ appointed Zahir Shah the deputy 
chairman of NAB. 

Oct. 13: Major General Mohammad Bagheri, Chief of the 
General Staff (CGS) of Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, along with a high-level delegation, separately called oj, 
Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Nadeem, 
Raza and COAS Bajwa. 

Oct. 14: State-of-the-art Chinese-origin НО-9/Р HIMADs 
(high to medium air defence system) was commissioned into 
the Pakistan Army Air Defence, 

Oct. 14: Former SAPM Zulfi Bukhari won his defamation cage 
against Reham Khan. 

Oct. 14: The Ministry of Information Technology 6 
Telecommunication notified “Removal and Blocking of 
Unlawful Online Content (Procedures, Oversight, and 
Safeguards) Rules 2021" for streamlining the functioning of 
social media companies in Pakistan. 

Oct. 14: Syed Khalid Siraj Subhani was appointed the acting 
Managing Director of Oil and Gas Development Company 
Limited (OGDCL). 

Oct. 14: President Alvi promulgated an ordinance for the 
establishment of the Rehmatul-lil-Alameen Authority. 

Oct. 14: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa won, for the second 
consecutive time, the National T20 title. 

Oct. 15: PMIK launched Kisan Portal. 

Oct. 15: The Aiwan-e-Sadr was awarded an international 
certification of ISO 50001 EnMS, making it the world's first 
President Secretariat to go green. 

Oct. 15: The SC directed the Punjab government to ensure 
until October 20 the restoration of local government system 
in the province. 

Oct. 15: Pakistan ranked 92nd out of the 116 countries, with а 
score of 24.7, on Global Hunger Index, 2021. 





Itwould be a blunder ifthe international community abandoned Afghanistan as it did in the past as it would resultin refugee and security 
The West needs to learn lesson from the past and go ahead to support Afghans for bringing long-lasting peace and stability in the war- 
India was in hyper-drive making fictitious stories against Pakistan. Recently, Indian media and ex-officials were mocked widely on social 
media for using a video game ARMA-3 clip to presentitas bombardment done by the Pakistani Air Force in Panjsheer valley. 

Indian media also used the video of a US fighter aircraft fying over Wales, United Kingdom to allege Pakistan Air Force's F-16 fighter jet 


India was brutalizing Kashmiris in ПОЈК and credible Indian and international sources have detailed how Indian security forces had used 
pellet guns for blinding children, staged fake encounters to frame innocents as militants, and engineered enforced disappearances and 


India had befooled the US and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) by portraying Pakistan as troublesome in Afghanistan but, on 
the contrary, the then Afghan government was itself the cause of the disaster and Afghan National Security Forces did not opt to fight fora 


‘There are huge and increasing similarities between Nazi Germany and Hindutva India. Ifthe hostile role of Hindutva-dominated India was 


. The world should engage with Taliban to give peace a chance in Afghanistan after the passage of four decades. Pakistan has a right to 


1. 

crises that will not remain confined to the region only. 
2. 

ravaged country. 
3. 
4. 

hovering over Panjsheer valley. 
5. 

-mass graves. 

6. 

corruptregime. 
1. 

ignored by the global community, not only the region but the entire world would have to face the dire consequences. 
8. The world could no longer close its eyes to Modi government's agendaifittruly cared for stability in a nuclear region. 
9. Pakistanis committed to having a peaceful and stable Afghanistan, 
40. 

ensure its national security and will do so by engaging with the Taliban. 
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sept. 16: British Prime. Minister Boris Johnson nominated Liz 
russ to be Britain's new foreign secretary, making her only 
the second woman to hold this post, 

Sept. 16: The. United States announced a new alliance with. 
Australia and Britain - dubbed AUKUS - to strengthen military 
capabilities in the face of a rising China. 

Sept. 16: The European Parliament called on the 27-nation 
bloc to strengthen its defence cooperation and investment to 
become more independent of the United States after the 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

Sept. 17: UK's Secretary of State for Transport А. Hon Grant 
Shapps announced to remove Pakistan from the United 
Kingdom's red list on September 22. 

Sept. 17: France recalled its ambassadors to the United States 
and Australia, 

Sept. 17: Three Chinese astronauts returned to Earth after 
completing the country's longest-ever crewed mission - 90 
days at the Tiangong space station, 

Sept. 17: The International Criminal Court's (ICC) new 
prosecutor named prominent rights lawyer Amal Clooney as а 
special adviser on Sudan's Darfur conflict. 

Sept. 17: The US State Department approved a potential 
agreement covering up to $500 million in military support 
services for Saudi Arabia. 

Sept. 17: Taliban replaced Afghanistan's Ministry of women 
with “Ministries of Prayer and Guidance and the Promotion of 
Virtue and Prevention of Vice”. 

Sept. 17: Clive Sinclair, the British inventor and entrepreneur, 
who arguably did more than anyone else to inspire a whole 
generation of children into a life-long passion for computers 
and gaming, died, He was 81. 

Sept. 17: While asking the Afghan Taliban to yield power to a 
‘more inclusive government’, leaders of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in the 20th SCO's Council of 
Heads of State meeting in Dushanbe, the capital of Tajikistan, 
reminded the West in general and the United States in 
particular that it was their responsibility to help avert a 
humanitarian disaster in Afghanistan. 


The World's Biggest Players 
in Pharma 


World's biggest biopharma companies ranked by Rx sales 
and R&D spend in 2020 (in billion U.S. dollars) 


R&D Spend є Rx Sales 
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The World's Most Innovative 


Countries 


2021 ranking of the Global Innovation Index 
(100 = most innovative) 


5wcerond O ДИН 655 
Sweden @ EUS 63.1 
Us 0 an 512 
UK ПИ A 52: 
South Korea "я; БЕН ЕЕЕ ЕГ БЕТІНЕН 523 
Netherlands 2 Бақса Беу ББ 555 
Finland dp НЕЕ 5.4 
Singapore 49) ПИВ 572 


Sept. 17: US President Joe Biden launched 'Global Меїһапе 
Pledge' initiative to slash methane gas emissions and cut 
warming by at least 0.2 degrees Celsius by 2050. 

Sept. 17: Abdelaziz Bouteflika, who ruled Algeria for two 
decades before resigning in 2019, died aged 84. 

Sept. 18: Members of the SCO endorsed Iran's future 
membership in the bloc. Iran, one of four SCO observer states, 
had applied for full membership in 2008 but its bid was 
slowed by UN and US sanctions imposed over its nuclear 
programme, 

Sept. 18: Khadija Patel, the head of programmes for the 
International Fund for Public Interest Media and former 
editor-in-chief of South Africa's Mail & Guardian newspaper, 
was elected as the 35th chair of the International Press 
Institute (IPI's global executive board. 

Sept. 19: Jimmy Greaves, the former Tottenham and England 
striker, died aged 81. 

Sept. 21: The Taliban nominated their Doha-based 
spokesman Suhail Shaheen as Afghanistan's UN ambassador. 
Sept. 21: Field marshal Mohammed Hussein Tantawi, who 
headed the military junta that ruled Egypt after President 
Hosni Mubarak's ouster in the Arab Spring protests, died at 


age 85. 
Sept. 21: The Taliban sacked the head of Afghanistan's cricket 


board Hamid Shinwari, replacing him with Naseebullah 
Haqqani, a member of the Haqqani network. 

Sept 21: Canadian prime minister Justin Trudeau was 
reelected, but without a clear majority in the country's snap 
elections. 

Sept. 22: The opening ceremony of the exercise ‘Peace 
Mission' under the ambit of SCO was held in Russia. Troops 
from all SCO member states participated in the exercise, 

Sept. 22: Chinese president Xi Jinping announced to stop his 
country's funding to coal projects overseas. 

Sept. 23: Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) issued its yearbook 2021 according to which India is 
the second biggest importer of arms, after Saudi Arabia, 
whereas Pakistan is ranked at the 10th position. 

Sept. 24: During the first in-person summit of the Quad 
group was held in the White House, the leaders of memiber 


13-- 























дү - The 
The landmark UN-sponsored Conference of Parties (СОР) 


impacting river systems that supply water to millions, 
conscious of the impending threat of climate change and 


states - United States Australia, India and Japan - discussed 
their Covid vaccines drive, regional infrastructure, climate 
change and securing supply chains for the vital semiconduc- 
torsused in computer technology. 

Sept. 24: China's central bank declared all financial 
transactions involving cryptocurrencies as illegal. 

Sept. 25: Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou was headed home 
from Vancouver as two Canadians were released from prison 
in China, ending a bitter diplomatic row that has poisoned ties 
for three years. 

Sept. 25: Pak-India women's rights icon Kamla Bhasin passed 
away. 

Sept. 26: Final results of election in Iceland gave women more 
than half of the seats in the new parliament - a first in Europe. 
Five other countries that currently have parliaments where 
women hold at least half the seats, are: Rwanda (61 percent), 
Cuba (53 percent), Nicaragua (51 percent) and Mexico and the 
United Arab Emirates (50 percent). 
Sept. 26: Oleksandr Usyk 
ended Anthony Joshua's reign 
as world heavyweight 
champion in boxing. 

Sept. 26: In a referendum, 
nearly two-thirds of Swiss 
voters backed the 
government's plan to 
introduce same-sex marriage. 
Sept. 26: The US Treasury 
Department issued licenses to 
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‘Widening Trade рейсі 
held in КЫ 2015 had set the goal of net-zero carbon emissions | by 2050 and reducing 
the global average temperature well below 2 degree Celsius this century, The COP26, being held in Glasgow, 
was delayed because of Covid-19 pandemic, will judge how close or away Is the world commu 
conference, which will be attended by over one hundred heads of state and government 
fix new goals, The conference is likely to. mm the developed ЕШР | 

еге is no clear answer to the question whether the COP26 will be able to keep up. 
Шыны talk shows; Swedish acts Greta Thunberg says the COP26 is unlikely to lead to a "big change" but there is the sudden realization that we. 
are facing an existential crisis and have to confront it. However, the conference would definitely miss the attendance of pail 
Russia, But their absence is likely to be compensated by leaders of the developed countries who would be there to recommit thel ir finan т Ip to. 
mitigate the negative impact of carbon emissions, Unlike the then US President, Donald Trump, ‘who withdrew from the Paris agreement, the US would 
be represented by its current President Joe Biden. It is however difficult to speculate on oil-producing Е; 
COP26. On the face oft, the climate change crisis poses a double whammy to them -while the world would be shifting to renewables in place. ofoilthe 
rising temperatures are expected to create unlivable crisis for the oil-rich Middle East. Their deserts are ‘expanding and dust storms intensifying, 


Through no fault of its own, Pakistan is a severe casualty of climate change. It is however heartening to note Y е 
its perilous consequences on the national economy. The 10 billion tree tsunami' and other 


related initiatives clearly show Prime Minister Imran Khan's strong commitment to climate protection. But he. isnot optimistic about the outcome of the 


COP26. Writing for The Times, he says the climate conference will end in failure without the developed. countries meeting their financial commitment. 


10 Years After the Arab Spring: 
Gains for Democracy? 


Selected countries in the Arab World by their 2020 EIU 
Democracy Index score and change in rank (2010-2020) 
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‘Scotland, from October 31, a year after it 
nity from the goals fixed by the Paris. accord. The 
tand thousands of climate change activists, is also expected tò 
f their promise of at least $100 billion іп climate finance per year by 2020, 
the tempo generated by the París conference or it will be only 


top leaders of China and 


Middle Eastern countries’ response to the 


that the incumbent government is. 


Sept. 27: The United States crushed Europe to recapture the 
Ryder Cup. 

Sept. 27: The International Criminal Court's new chief 
prosecutor said he wants to focus his investigation in 
Afghanistan on the Taliban and Islamic State-Khorasan (IS- 
К), and to "deprioritise" alleged war crimes by US forces. 

Sept. 27: Representatives from Iran and Saudi Arabia held a 
new round of talks in Baghdad. 

Sept. 27: Tessa Ganserer and Nyke Slawik, politicians from 
Germany's Green Party, which came third in the election, 
made history by becoming the first transgender women to 
win parliamentary seats in Bundestag. 

Sept. 28: A bill was introduced in the US Senate requiring 
assessments and imposition of sanctions on the Taliban and 
persons assisting them in Afghanistan. 

Titled as the Afghanistan Counterterrorism, Oversight, and 
Accountability Act, the bill also seeks to establish a task force 
that will focus on continued evacuation of American citizens, 
legal permanent residents and 
Special Immigrant Visa holders 
from Afghanistan. 

Sept. 28: The Taliban 
announced to temporarily 
adopt a 1964 constitution that 
granted women the right to 
vote, but eliminate any 
elements they disagree with. 
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Sept. 28: Nuclear-armed North 


| Egypt 
0 Korea fired а short-range 
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missile into the sea. 











people of Afghanistan, while 
upholding sanctions on the 
Taliban. 

Sept. 27: German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel's conservatives 
lost election to the Social 
Democrats ina tight race. 


I€ Algerla 
+10 


Source: Economist Intelligence Unit 
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Sept. 28: England World Cup 
winner and Liverpool's record 
league goalscorer Roger Hunt 
died at the age of 83. 

Sept, 29: China revealed @ 
drone concept similar in 
mission - and appearance - (0 
the US-made Kratos ХО-58А 
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Top Rohingya community 
ib Ullah was shot dead in a 
angladesh resort 


valkyrie. 
ері. 29: 
jeader МОРІЇ 


refugee camp in the B 


‘strict of Cox's Bazar. 
En 29: North Korea announced to 


have successfully tested a new 
hypersonic gliding missile. 

Hypersonic mis les are generally 
defined as travelling more than five 
times the speed of sound, or Mach 5. 
sept. 30: Turkey's President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan discussed deepening 
defence industry cooperation with 
Russia during talks with his 
counterpart Vladimir Putin. 

Sept. 30: General Mark Milley, chairman of the US Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, conceded in a stark admission that the United States 
Jost” the 20-year war in Afghanistan. 

sept. 30: A French court handed former president Nicolas 
sarkozy a one-year prison sentence for illegal financing of his 
2012 re-election bid. 

Oct. 01: Col Mamady Doumbouya was sworn in as Guinea's 
interim president. 

Oct. 01: After eight years of planning and billions of dollars in 
spending, Dubai Expo 2020 - the Middle East's first world fair 
- opened. 

Oct. 02: Qatar wrapped up its first legislative election to elect 
30 members of the 45-strong Shura Council. The remaining 
15 will be appointed by the emir. 
Oct. 03: The Washington-based International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists (ІСІ) released a huge tranche of 
leaked data on offshore companies that is larger in size and 
scope than the Panama Papers, hit the global headlines. 

This new leak has uncovered the finances of more leaders and 








public officials than did the Panama 
Papers and provides more than twice 
information about the ownership of 
offshore companies. In all, the new 
leaks uncover the real owners of more 
than 29,000 offshore companies from 
more than 200 countries with the 
largest contingents from Russia, UK, 
Argentina, China and Brazil. The 
highest number of companies linked 
with world leaders and other public 
officials were registered in the British 
Virgin Islands. 

Oct. 03: French business magnate, 
actor and former politician Bernard Tapie died. He was 78. 
Oct. 03: The European-Japanese BepiColombo spacecraft 
sent back its first images of Mercury, the nearest planet to the 
Sun. 

Oct. 03: The Algerian government banned French military 
planes from its airspace. 

Oct. 03: Austria's government unveiled an “eco-social” 
reform of the tax system, a key promise of the conservative- 
green coalition. Under the measures, Austria will follow the 
example of neighbouring Germany and introduce a tax on 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

Oct. 03: Swedish artist Lars Vilks, who had lived under police 
protection since making a derogatory sketch in 2007, died ina 
car crash 

Oct. 04: Russia launched a new hypersonic cruise missile 
"Zircon' from a submarine, the latest test of emerging 
weapons President Vladimir Putin has dubbed "invincible". 
Oct. 04: Marc Marquez won MotoGP's Grand Prix of the 
Americas for the seventh time. 

Oct. 04: Fumio Kishida was formally elected as the Prime 
Minister of Japan. 


— Ы а 


1. Shavkat Mirziyoyev is the President ОЁ 
Uzbekistan 

2, Dutch Postmpressionist painter, who is noted 
for his use of colour, and producing masterpieces 
like "Sunflowers" was: Vincentvan Gogh 

3. The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam has 
sparked a stand-off between Ethiopia and: Egypt 
and Sudan 

4. The country that depends on the Nile for about 
97 percent of its irrigation and drinking water is 
Egypt 

5. COP26, the UN Climate Change Conference, 
willbe heldin Glasgowfrom Oct. 31 to:Nov. 12 

6. Original name of Akbar Allahabadi was: Syed 
Akbar Hı in 

7. Pakistan became an SCO Observer in 2005 
and afull member, along with India, in:June 2017. 
3. The SBP de-linked rupee from pound sterling 
and aligned itwith US dollar on:16 Sept. 1971 

9. The world's only permanent war crimes tribunal 
isTheiCC 

30. Theworid's biggest tree is;General Sherman. 
11. TheArcde Triomphe monumentis піратів. 





42. The International Space Station is due for 
retirement after:2024 

43. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) is 
‘commonly known as:Mad cow disease 

44. The war that ended in Napoleon Bonaparte's 
exile and life imprisonment on the St. Helena 
Island was:The Battle of Waterloo 

15. Napoleonis buried at The Invalides Palace 
16. Al Azhar University isin: Cairo (Egypt) 

4T. Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani remained а 
judge of the Shariah Appellate Bench of the 
‘Supreme Court of Pakistan from 198210:2002 
18. Canary Islands, a group of mountainous 
islands in the Atlantic off the northwest coast of 
Africa, forms a province of; Spain 

19. The first human-made earth satellite, Sputnik 
4, was launched on:4th 1957 

20. World Space Week 2021 celebrations were 
held on:October 4-40 

24. The first world leader (o speak at the 76th 
‘session of United Nations General Assembly was: 


Brazilian President. " 
22. The world's largest vaccine maker Ів: Serum 
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Institute of india 
23. Egypts fist freely elected president was: 
Mohamed Mursi 

24. Khartoumis the capital of: Sudan. 

25. The world's largest emitter of carbon dioxide 
is:China 

26. The currentambassador of Republicof Turkey 
to Pakistanis: Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul || 

27. Port-au-Prince is the capital of: Haiti 

28. According to the WEF's Gender Gap Report 
2021, on gender parity Pakistanranks:153rd 

29. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 
meme for signature on: September 24, 
30. The world's first nuclear test was conducted 
onJuly16,t945inthedesertof:-NewMexico | 
31. The Sraghar Peak (7,303) ofthe Hindukush 
mountain range slocatedinthe north of: Chitral | 
32. Althing isthe national parlamentof:Iceland | 
33. A Pakistani valley that is known as the 
Switzerland ofthe Eastis:SwatValley à 
34. Shingral Waterfall is located in: Swat 

35. The East India Company captured | 
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Oct. 05: Simon Gass, Britain's special representative for 
Afghanistan, along with Martin Longden, charge d'affaires at 
the now-evacuated UK mission to Afghanistan, held talks 
with senior Taliban officials in Kabul. 

Oct. 05: Russian actress Yulia Peresild and film director Klim 
Shipenko arrived at the International Space Station (ISS) in a 
bid to best the United States and film the first movie in orbit. 
Oct. 05: Singapore passed a controversial law aimed at 
countering foreign interference in domestic affairs. 

Oct. 06: The World Health Organisation endorsed the 
RTS,S/ASO1 malaria vaccine, the 
first against the mosquito-borne 
disease. 

Oct. 07: The England and Wales 
Cricket Board chairman Ian Watmore 
stepped down with immediate 
effect, following criticism of the 


Where Living Is 


Plus Rent Index in 2020 
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the Most Expensive 


Countries with the highest Cost of Living 


Nations to provide help in resettlement of more than 80,000 
Rohingya refugees to a remote island in Bhashan Char, in the 
Bay of Bengal. 

Oct. 08: Bahrain, Russia and other members of the UN Human 
Rights Council pushed through а vote to shut down the body's 
war crimes investigations in Yemen. 

Oct. 08: In a landmark deal, a group of 136 countries set а 
minimum global tax rate of 15 percent e big сш and 

itharder for them to avoid taxation. 

pep Шаа approved a fourth round of debt relief for 24 
poor nations, including new 
recipients Lesotho and Kyrgyzstan, 
to help them weather the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Oct. 08: Indian giant Tata bought 
back Air India, 89 years after 
founding it as Tata Air and half a 





decisiontocancelatour ofPakistan, | "очко © ESS century following its nationalisation, 
Oct. 07: The M100 Media Award, a көне SEERA OEE) in a $2.4bn deal with the Indian 
German prize for democracy and | 5^e»c^ BEEN] government. 

freedom of expression, was awarded Norway © [EER sed Oct. 08: The UN Human Rights 
to imprisoned Russian opposition «mou > EES Council recognised access to a clean 
figure Alexei Navalny and his FBK rand) TTS and healthy environment as а 
anti-corruption foundation. coram CTT fundamental right, formally adding 


Oct. 07: Japanese government 

appointed Mitsuhiro Wada its new 

ambassador to Pakistan. 

Oct. 07: The European Union won its battle at the UN Human 
Rights Council to create a new special rapporteur on 
Afghanistan, despite opposition from China and Russia. 

Oct. 08: A US nuclear submarine was damaged after hitting ап. 
unidentified object while operating underwater in Asia. 

Oct. 08: Sierra Leone's President Julius Maada Bio signed a bill 
abolishing the death penalty. 

Ост. 08: Bangladesh sealed an agreement with the United 


its weight to the global fight against 
climate change and its devastating 

consequences. 

Oct. 09: During their first face-to-face talks since the US 

withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Taliban warned the United 

States not to “destabilise” the regime. 

Oct. 09: Iran's first president after the 1979 Islamic 

revolution, Abolhassan Banisadr, died. He was 88. 

Oct. 09: Prime Minister Andrej Babis’ centrist party narrowly 

lost the Czech Republic's parliamentary election. 

Oct. 09: Lebanon plunged into darkness by a power outage 


ттеу 3 і 


sovereign kingdom of the Punjab in: 1848 

36. Rai Ahmed Khan Kharral was martyred іп: 
1839 

37. Switzerland decriminalised homosexuality іп: 
1942 

38. The University of Ancient Тахйа was 
designated as а Unesco's World Heritage Site in: 
1980 

39. The most important Buddhist Archaeological 
sites in the world are located near the twin cities of 
Rawalpindi and Islamabadis: Taxila 

40. World Tourism Day s celebrated on: 27 Sept. 
41. Mexico got independence in 1821 from: Spain 
42. International Day for Universal Access to 
Informationis observed on: 28 September 

43. World Maritime Day is observed on: Last 
Thursday of September 

44. Kwacha is the-basic unit of money in Zambia 
and: Malawi 

45. The World Heart Рау в observed on: 29 Sept. 
46. The 8,167-metre-high Dhaulagiri mountain is 
locatedin: Nepal 

47. International Day of Non-Violence is observed 
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on: 2October 

48. Sebastian Kurz was the Chancellor of: 
Austria 

49. World Habitat Dayis marked on: October 4 
50. Manthokha Waterfall is located in: Kharmang 
Valley (Gilgit-Baltistan) 

51. Unesco Pakistan Country Directoris: Patricia 
McPhillips. 

52. World Teachers’ Day 2021 was observed on: 
October 05 

53. PAF Academy, Asghar Khan, is located in: 
Risalpur 

54. The current Chairman of New Pakistan 
Housing Authority (PHA) is: Lt. Gen. (R) Anwar 
Ali Haider. 

55. The 15th Quadrennial Meeting of United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) was hosted by: Barbados 

56. Meeting fo Quaid-e-Azam Muhamamd Ali 
Jinnah with Jawaharial Nehru in 1946 was made 
possible by untiring efforts of: Nawab of Bhopal. 
57. A peninsula that is often called the graveyard 
of navies stretching back to ancient times ів: 


Gallipoli 

58. Chuuk Lagoon, famous for its World War I! 
wrecks, is located in: Papua New Guinea 

59. The longest-serving Director General of the 
Inter-Services Inteligence Agency, to date, is: 
Major General Robert Bill Cawthome 

60. The only coin-making facility in Pakistan is: 
The Pakistan Mint 

1. The person who is called the Father of Indian 
Industryis: JamsetjiTata 

62. Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) isbased in: Paris 

63. World Post Day is celebrated on: Oct. 09 

64. The World Bank Country Director in Pakistan 
is: Мају Binhassine 

65. The capital ofthe Czech Republicis: Prague 
66. Taiwan and China splitin: 1949 

67. The formal name of Taiwan is: Republic of 
China 

68. The person who led the 1911 revolution that 
toppled the Qing empire in China was: Sun Yat- 
sen 

69. The Chinese territory that has never formally 
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ne country’s twolargest power stations -al Zahran and 
ter the eo were forced to shut down, reportedly owing to 


"shortages К 
sho да Sebastian Kurz announced he was stepping 


таз СһапсеПог | i : 
net ИЕ me Jordanian government's ministers submitted 
ignations. 

Шы Tos Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas claimed his first 
Oct. pered flag of the season to win the Turkish Grand Prix, 
oct. 11: Tunisia got a new government after more than two 
months withoutone. | й 
oct. 11: Talks between Indian and Chinese army commanders 
to disengage troops from key friction areas along their border 
nded ina stalemate, 

nu т Куйап Mbappe helped France win the Nations League. 
12: Ireland's Amy Hunter became international cricket's 
oungest centurion when she struck an unbeaten 121 against 
"imbabwe оп her 16th birthday. 

Jct, 12: Iran's army and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) launched a joint military exercise with a focus 


on air defence. 
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бое т EU pledged a one billion euro aid package for 
Oct. 12: The UN's top court awarded Somalia control of most 
ofa potentially oil- and gas-rich chunk of the Indian Ocean. 
Oct. 12: The Biden administration appointed Elizabeth Jones, 
а veteran diplomat, to lead efforts for relocation and 
resettlement in Afghanistan. 

Oct. 13: The Iranian military successfully tested anti-missile 
defences for "sensitive" sites during war games in central Iran. 
Oct. 13: Star Trek's William Shatner, one of science-fiction's 
most recognisable characters, became a real-life space 
traveller when he went on Blue Origin's second human 
mission. He also became the oldest-ever astronaut. 

Oct. 13: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) announced to 
elevate its ambition to deliver climate financing to its 
developing member countries to $100 billion from 
2019-2030. 

Oct. 13: At a key UN conservation summit in Kunming (China), 
some 195 countries said they would support the ‘Kunming 
Declaration’ working to tackle issues around biodiversity and 
species protection. 

Oct. 14: The United States was reelected to the UN Human 
Rights Council three-and-a-half years after its dramatic 
walkout, while the UN General Assembly also chose Eritrea, 
often criticised for alleged rights abuses, to take a Seat. 

‘Oct. 14: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida dissolved the 
House of Representatives for an upcoming general election. 
Oct. 15: China launched a rocket carrying three astronauts 
to its new space station on what is set to be the country's 
longest crewed mission to date. 

Oct. 15: The СОР15 gathering in South China's Kunming saw 
the adoption of a declaration to recognise the importance of 
biodiversity in human health, strengthen species protection 
lawsandimprove the sharing of genetic resources. 





91. James Bonsack created the cigarette-making 


declared independence is: Taiwan 

70. The Pakistan Military Academy is in: Kakul 

71. The British MP who kept tabling resolutions 
demanding that India be given its freedom was: 
Charles Bradlaugh 

12. Quaid-e-Azam Business Park is located in: 
Sheikhupura 

73, The current Director General of Anti-Narcotics 
Force is: Maj. Gen. Ghulam Shabber Narejo 

74. BisherAl-Khaswaneh is the PM of: Jordan 
75.JebelAliPortislocatedin: UAE 

76. International Day for Natural Disaster 
Reduction was marked on: October 13 

TT. Darien Gap jungle, one of the main routes for 
‘migrants heading from South America to the 
United States, is located between Colombia and: 
Panama 

78. Najla Bouden is the first female prime minister 
of Tunisia 

79. Chief Justice of Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Court is: 
Justice Ali Baig 

80. The current Secretary General of the 


Commonwealth is: Baroness Patricia Scotland 
81. The Punjab Local Bodies Act, 2019, was 
passed by the provincial legislature in: May 2019 
82. China's first space walk was performed in 
2008 by: Zhai Zhigang 

83. China's space station is named: Tiangong 
84. The Director General of Pakistan 
Meteorological Departmentis: Muhammad Riaz 
85. Baliisa beaulfulislandin: Indonesia 

86. The Cabinet Mission, consisting of Stafford 
Cripps, Pethick Lawrence and AV Alexander, 
arrived in New Delhiin: 1946 

87. In Greek mythology, the king of all gods is: 


Zeus 

88. The Iran Nuclear Deal, also called the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), was 
signed between Iran andthe US in: July 2015 

89. Muhammad Ай won his first Olympic gold 
medalat: 1960 Summer Olympics 

90. A famous case ever fought due to the 
implications it had for abortion laws in the United 
States was: Roe v. Wade. 








machinein: 1881 

92. A Nazi plan that aimed at eliminating the 
physically or mentally ill German population was 
named: T4 

93. The term ‘Third World’ came into being during 
the: Cold War 

94. The tree three under which Sakyamuni, also 
called Siddhartha Gautama or Buddha, achieved 
enlightenment was: The Bodhi tree 

95. The ‘Seven Deadly Sins’ were first introduced. 
tothe world by: Pope Gregory! 

96. Patrice Lumumba was the first democratically 
elected prime minister of: Congo 

97. The first ever FIFA World Cup started on July 
18, 1930 in: Uruguay 

98. Football was removed from Olympicsin: 1932 
99. The right to vote for public officials and 
representatives of a goverment is called: 


Suffrage 3 
100. The region that s known as "The World's 
уі TheArctio | 








MCQs / NATIONAL 


1. On Sept. 16, Pakistan and .... 
signed an agreement to promote two- 
way tourism in SCO member states. 





(a) China (b)Russia 

(с) гап (d) Uzbekistan 

2. On Sept. 17, ______ unilaterally 
pulled out of a cricket series against 
Pakistan, over security concerns. 

(a) England (b) New Zealand 

(c) Australia (9) South Africa 


3. The National Assembly passed a 
resolution paying rich tributes to 
veteran Kashmiri leader, Syed АН 
Geelani, on. 

(а) Sept. 15 (b) Sept. 16 

(© Sept.17 (d) Sept. 18 


4. Multinational UN Peacekeeping 


Exercise 'Shared Destiny-2021', їп 
which Pak Army also participated, was 
heldata/an...... training base. 

(a) Australian (b) Turkish 

(© Russian (d) Chinese 


5. The two-week-long military exercise 
"Bright Star 2021' was held at Mohamed 
Naguib Military Base of. 

(а) Egypt (b) Saudi Arabia 

(c) Turkey (d)UAE 


6. On Sept. 21, Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on , Tabish 
Gauhar, was sacked. 

(a) Food Security 

(b) Power and Petroleum 

(c) Finance and Revenue 

(d) Climate Change 


7. On Sept. 23, PM Khan announced 
bifurcation of ......... into two districts. 
(а) North Waziristan 

(b) Lower Dir 

(c) South Waziristan 

(d) Upper Dir 


8. On _____-, PM Imran Khan addressed 
the 76th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly 

(a) Sept. 20 (b) Sept. 22 

(с) Sept. 23 (d) Sept. 24 


9. The first visually impaired diplomat 
of the world who spoke to the world 
body by using brail system of 
reading/writing was ______. 

(a) Saima Saleem (Ы) Maria Reisa 
(cHelenKeller (d) Samia Hassan 


10. Pakistan and China, on .... 
agreed to include multi-billion dollar 
Karachi Coastal Comprehensive 
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Development Zone (KCCDZ) under the 
CPEC framework 

(а) Sept. 25 (b) Sept. 26 
(c)Sept.27 (d) Sept. 28 

11. Pakistan's youngest mountaineer to 
scale Manaslu, the world's eighth 
highest peak, ів ______. 
(a) Nazir Sabir (b) Ali Sadpara 
(c) Shehroze Kashif(d) Samina Baig 





12. National Telecommunication 
Corporation is headquartered in ____. 
(a)Lahore (b) Karachi 

(c) Islamabad (d) Quetta 


13. On Sept. 28, veteran journalist 
Wajid Shamsul Hasan, who also served. 
as Pakistan's High Commissioner in 





(b) Australia 
(9) ик 


14. On Sept. 28, former national ______ 
champion Tania Mallick was appointed 
the PCB's Head of Women's Cricket. 


(c) Canada 





(a) Table Tennis 
(c) Tennis 


(b) Badminton 
(d) Squash 


15. On бері, 29, the government 
appointed ______ the Federal Tax 
Ombudsman for a period of 4 years. 

(a) Drishrat Husain 

(b) AliNawaz Awan 

(©) DrAsif Mahmood Jah 

(d) Dr Shoaib Suddle 





16. Shah Farman is the current 
governor of ______ province. 

(а) Sindh. (b) Balochistan 
(GB (@ ХР 


17. On Oct. 01, Pakistani mountaineer 
———. scaled the 8,167-metre-high 
Dhaulagiri mountain in Nepal. 

(а) SirbazKhan (b) Shehroze Kashif 
(QSaminaBaig — (d)Mirza Ali Baig 


18. The first Pakistani to climb nine of 
the world's highest 14 peaks, each of 
which has a height of more than 8,000 
metres, is __. 
(a) Nazir Sab; 
(©) Sirbaz Khan 











` (b)AliSadpara 
(d) Samina Baig 





19. On Oct. 01, the first Pakistan-China 
technical vocational institute was 


inaugurated in ______. 
(a) Lahore (b) Karachi 
(c) Gwadar (d) Quetta 


20. Veteran actor, king of comedy and 
living legend, Umer Sharif, passed 
away, on Oct. 02, in... 
(а) USA (5) Qatar 
(c) France (d) Germany 





21. The Pandora Papers, which were 
released on Oct. 03, revealed that 
Pakistanis were ranked ______ among 
those buying properties ín London 





through offshore companies. 
(a) Fifth (b) Sixth 
(с) Seventh (d) Eighth 


22. On Oct. 03, major joint naval 
exercise 'Naseem AI Bahr ХШ' between 
the navies of Pakistan and __ 


commenced at Karachi. 
(a) Kuwait (b) Qatar 
(c) SaudiArabia (а) ОАЕ 


23. On Oct. 03, the opening ceremony 
of 53rd World Military Shooting 
Championship (Shotgun) 2021, which 
was held under the auspices of Conseil 
International du Sport Militaire, was 
conductedat..... 
(a) Gwadar 

(c) Quetta 


(b) Lahore. 
(d) Karachi 


24. National Counter Terrorism Centre 
islocatedin ______. 
(a) Rawalpindi 

(c) Jhelum 


(b) Peshawar 
(d) Pabbi 


25. The 11th Session of Iran-Pakistan 
Bilateral Political Consultations was 
heldin______. 

(а) Islamabad. (b) Karachi 

(c) Tehran (d) Zahidan 


26. President Dr Arif Alvi promulgated 
the National Accountability 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2021 on 











ct. 05 
(c) Oct.07 


(b) Oct. 06 
(d) Oct. 08 


27. The incumbent Chairman of 
National Accountability Bureau is 





(@MunawarRana (b) Saleem Shahzad 
(©)Javedigbal (8) Hussain Afghar 


28. On Oct. 06, ______ was appointed 
the spokesperson of the Punjab 
government. 

(a)SaniaAshiq | (b)Zafarullah Khan 

OFayazChohan (d) Hassan Khawar 
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08, the federal government 
"mmerorative coin of Rs 70 
70-year diplomatic 





“бош Korea 
(d) Switzerland 


Josing ceremony of military 
"Druzhba-VI' was held at 
Training Area, Krasnodar, 


30, The © 





7" (в) Oct. 09 
(a) Oct. 11 


31. Pakistan Pavilion at the Dubai Expo 
2020 was formally inaugurated by 





aukatTarin (b)Imran Khan. 
(c) АПАМ (9) Razak Dawood. 


32. Former president and prime 
minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
sardar Sikandar Hayat Khan, passed 





away on. 
(a) Oct. 07 (b)Oct. 08 
(9 Oct. 09 (d) Oct. 10 
33. On ........ Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, 


celebrated as the father of Pakistan's 
nuclear weapons programme, died at 


85. 

(a) Oct.07 (b) Oct. 08 

()Oct.09 (d) Oct. 10 

34. On Oct. 12, President Alvi 
appointed ______ the deputy chairman 
of NAB. 


(a) Hussain Agha (b) Zahir Shah 
(c)AyeshaKhan (9) Saleem Shahzad 


35. On Oct. 14, the state-of-the-art 
-origin HQ-9/P HIMADS (high to 
medium air defence system) was 
commissioned into the Pakistan Army 





Air Defence. 
(a) Russian (b) German 
(c) Chinese (d) French. 


36. Chief of the General Staff of Armed 
Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Major General Mohammad Bagheri, 
called оп COAS Gen. Qamar Javed 
Bajwaon___ 
(a) Oct. 10. 

(c) Oct. 12 





(b) Oct. 11 
(d) Oct, 13 


37. On Oct. 14, Syed Khalid Siraj 
Subhani was appointed the acting 
Managing Director of 
(а) ОСС, БЕ 
(c) PEMRA 








L 
(d) NEPRA 


38. On Oct. 14, ______ won, for the 
second consecutive time, the National 
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T20 title. 
(a) Punjab (b) KP 
(c)Sindh (d) Balochistan 


39. On Oct. 15, the Aiwan-e-Sadr was 
awarded an international certification 
of ISO 50001 EnMS, making it the 


World's ......... President Secretariat to 
go green. 

(а) First (b) Second 

(c) Third (d) Fourth 

40. Pakistan has ranked ______ out of 
the 116 countries, with a score of 24.7, 
on Global Hunger Index, 2021. 

(a)87th (b) 91st 

(©) 92nd @ 112th 


INTERNATIONAL 


1. On Sept. 16, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson nominated Liz Truss to 
be Britain's new foreign secretary, 


making her only the _____ woman to 
hold this post. 

(а) Second (b) Third 

(c) Fourth (d)Fifth. 


the United States 
announced a new alliance - dubbed 
AUKUS - with Australia and United 





Kingdom. 

(a)Sept.14 (b)Sept.15 

(c) Sept. 16 (d)Sept.17 

3. On Sept. 17, three ______ astronauts 


returned to Earth after completing the 
country's longest-ever crewed mission. 
(а) Russian (b) Chinese 

(o Indian. (d) Japanese 


4. On Sept. 17, ICC named prominent 
rights lawyer Amal Clooney as a special 


adviseron...... conflict. 
(a) Darfur (b)Tigray 
(c) Kashmir (9 Yemen 


5. On Sept. 17, Clive Sinclair, the ______ 
inventor and entrepreneur, who did 
more than anyone else to inspire a 
whole generation of children into a life- 
long passion for computers and 
gaming, died. 


(а) German. (b) American. 


pM 
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(c) Swiss (d) British 


6. The 20th Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation Council of Heads of State 


meeting was heldin . 
(a) Beijing (b) Moscow 
()Dushanbe || (d)lslamabad 


7. Mette Frederiksen is the current 
Prime Minister of .. 





(a) France (b) Denmark 
(c) Finland (d) Australia 


8. On Sept. 17, US President Joe Biden 
launched 'Global Methane Pledge’ 
initiative to slash methane gas 
emissions and cut warming by at least 


0.2 degrees СеівішеБу- 
(а) 2050 (b) 2060 
(92075 (d)2100. 


9. On Sept. 17, Abdelaziz Bouteflika, 





who ruled for two decades 
before resigning in 2019, died. 

(a) Ethiopia (b)Nigeria 

(c) Gambia (d) Algeria 

10. On Sept. 18, members of the SCO 
endorsed ______ future membership in 
the bloc. 

(a)Saudi Arabia (Б) Afghanistan 

(©) лап (d) Turkey 


11. On Sept. 21, the Taliban nominated 
аы ав Afghanistan's new 
ambassador to UN. 

(a)Zabiullah Mujahid 

(b) Suhail Shaheen 

(© Khalil-ur-Rahman Haqqani 

(d) Anas Haqqani 


12. On Sept. 21, ---- Egypt's Field 
Marshal Mohammed Hussein Tantawi, 
who headed the military junta that 
ruled the country, died. 

(а) Egypt's (b) Tunisia's 
(c)Libya's (d) Yemen's 


13. On Sept. 21, Naseebullah Haqqani, a 
member of the Haqqani Network, was 
appointed the head of Afghanistan 
cricketboard, replacing ___. 
(a)BilalSami ^ (b)BilalSayeedi 

(c) Azizullah Fazli (d) Hamid Shinwari 


14. As per SIPRI's yearbook 2021, the 
second biggest importer of arms, after 
Saudi Arabia, їз ___. 
(@)Pakistan | | (b)China 
(©) India (d)UAE 








+ YOUTUBE 25. on sept. 24, the first in-person 
CHANNEL 
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summit of the Quad group since the 
Covid-19 outbreak was held in ______. 
(a) London. (b) Washington DC 


(c) Canberra (d) Tokyo 


16, On __.._-, Pak-India women's rights 
icon Kamla Bhasin passed away. 

(a) Sept. 25 (b) Sept. 26 

(c) Sept. 27 (d) Sept. 28 


17. The military exercise ‘Peace 
Mission’ under the ambit of SCO, in 
which troops from all SCO member 
states participated, was heldin ______. 








(a)Uzbekistan (Ы) Спа 
(c) Tajikistan (d) Russia 
18. ______ has become the first country 


in Europe to have women occupying 
more than half of the seats in the new 


parliament. 
(a) Finland (b) Denmark. 
(c) Iceland. (d) Latvia 


19. On Sept. 26, in a referendum, nearly 





two-thirds of ______ voters backed the 
government's plan to introduce same- 
sex marriage. 

(a) French (b) Swiss 

(© German (d) British 


20. The Ryder Cup is a biennial men's 
golf competition between teams from. 


om and the United States 
(а) Europe. (b) Australia 
(с) Japan (d) Canada. 


21. Bundestag is the federal parliament 
Сс mem 
(a) Norway 
(c) Denmark 
22. The bill 'The Afghanistan 
Counterterrorism, Oversight, and 
Accountability Act', was introduced in 
the US Senate оп... 
(a) Sept. 26 (b) Sept. 27 

(c) Sept. 28 (d)Sept.29 

23. On Sept. 28, the Taliban announced 
to temporarily adopt the constitution 
that was enacted by Zahir Shah in 


(b) France 
(d) Germany 





(b) 1964 
(9) 1970 


(а) 1962 
(c) 1966 
24. On Sept. 29, top Rohingya 
community leader Mohib Ullah was 
shot dead in refugee camp in_____.. 
(a) Bangladesh (b) Myanmar 

(c) Nepal (d) India 


25. Cox's Bazar is a famous district in 








(b) Myanmar 
(d) India 


(c)Nepal 


26. Hypersonic missiles are generally 
defined as travelling more than five 


120 


GK CORNER 








times the speed of sound, or ___ 

(а) Mach 3 (b) Mach 4 

(c) Mach 5 (d) Mach 15 

27. On Oct. 01, Col Mamady 
Doumbouya was sworn in as _____. 
interim president. 

(a) Morocco's (b) Guinea's 
(Ethiopia's || (d)Egypt's 

28. On ______‚ Dubai Expo 2020 - the 





Middle East's first world fair - opened. 


(a) Oct. 01 (b) Oct.02 
(c)Oct.03 (d) Oct. 04 
29. On Oct. 02, ___... wrapped up its 


first legislative election to elect 30 
members of the 45-strong Shura 
Council. 

(a) Bahrain (b) Kuwait 

(QUAE (d) Qatar 


30. International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) is based 


(a) London. (b) Berlin. 
(©) Washington (d) Geneva 
31. On „~--~, the ІСІ) released a huge 





tranche of leaked data on offshore 
companies - dubbed as Pandora 


Papers. 
(a) Oct. 02 (b) Oct. 03 
(c) Oct. 07 (d) Oct. 10 


32. On Oct. 03, the European-Japanese 
BepiColombo spacecraft sent back its 





firstimages оѓ. 
(a) Mercury (b) Mars 
(c) Jupiter (d) Venice 


33. On Oct. 04, .- launched a new 
hypersonic cruise missile ‘Zircon’ from 
asubmarine. 





(a) China. (b) India 
(c) Turkey (d) Russia 
34. On Oct. 05, ...... actress Yulia 





Peresild and film director Klim 
Shipenko arrived at the International 
Space Station (ISS) in a bid to 
film the first movie in orbit. 
(a) Polish (b) Norwegian 

(с) Russian(d) Dutch 


35. The first vaccine 
endorsed by WHO against 





the mosquito-borne disease 
ofmalariais ____. 

(а) Moderna. (b) RTS, 
5/А501 


©R21/Matrix-M  (d)PfSPZ 


36. On Oct. 08, ------ 
President Julius Maada Bio 
signed a bill abolishing the 








COLIN POWELL 
1987-2021 
death penalty. 


(a) Sierra Leone's (b) Gambia's 
Iraq's (d) Belarus's 


37. On Oct. 08, a group of 
countries set a minimum global tax rate 





of 15X for big companies. 
(а)95 (b) 120 
(9130 (d) 136 
38. On ......, the UN Human Rights 





Council recognised access to a clean 
and healthy environment as a 
fundamental right. 

(a) Oct.05 (b) Oct. 07 

(c) Oct. 08 (d) Oct. 09 


39. On Oct. 12, ...... Amy Hunter 
became international cricket's 
youngest centurion when she struck an 
unbeaten 121 against Zimbabwe on her 
16th birthday. 

(a) Australia's (b) /ге/апа 8 

(c) South Africa's (d) England's 





40. On Oct. 13, the key UN conservation 
summit COP 15 started in Kunming, 


(b) Japan 
(d) China @ 


(a) Philippines 
(c) Thailand 
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